The Best of Mato Grosso: Pantanal, Chapada, and the Amazon
a Birding Mato Grosso custom tour
29 October - 18 November 2011

trip report and photographs by Bradley Davis
(bradley@birdingmatogrosso.com)

Introduction:
I consider the Pantanal, Chapada dos Guimarães and Southern Amazon itinerary to be our ‘signature’ tour here at
Birding Mato Grosso. While we do trips all over the country for our clients from around the world, the tremendous
biodiversity on offer in the state of Mato Grosso (and just over the northern border into the southern part of the
state of Pará, in the case of the Rio Azul) is unparalleled in Brazil. It is easy enough to cover three distinctly
different biomes in even a two-week trip to Mato Grosso, but when that is extended to a full three-week itinerary
you have the makings of a truly memorable trip. This particular trip had originally been booked for 2010 before
tragic circumstances led to its cancellation, and I was quite pleased that we managed to re-book it for 2011 for our
client once he was again ready to travel. And what a trip it turned out to be! With nearly 600 species recorded over
21 days, along with 25 species of mammals, we racked up big numbers while seeing some fabulous birds, enjoying
great photography, and birding in some of South America’s wild places. The full species list can be found at the end
of this report, but some of our highlights (in my opinion) included: a hand-fed Agami Heron, Zigzag Heron, Jabiru,
White-browed Hawk, Harpy Eagle, Ornate Hawk-Eagle, Cryptic Forest-Falcon, Chestnut-bellied Guan, Razor-billed
and Bare-faced Curassows, Rufous-sided and Gray-breasted Crakes seen well just moments apart, Sungrebe,
Sunbittern, 8 species of macaws including the world’s largest, the Hyacinth Macaw, Crimson-bellied and Madeira
Parakeets, Bald Parrot, Red-fan Parrot, Mottled Owl, 10 species of nighthawks and nightjars including the amazing
Scissor-tailed Nightjar, Crimson Topaz, Tapajós Hermit, Pavonine Quetzal, all five South American kingfishers, six
jacamars including Bronzy, Paradise and Great, 11 species of puffbirds, Black-girdled Barbet, Gould’s Toucanet,
Toco Toucan, 16 species of woodpeckers, Point-tailed Palmcreeper, 47 species of typical antbirds, Spotted Antpitta
(recently described as a new taxon and named ‘Alta Floresta Antpitta’), Collared Crescentchest, Pompadour
Cotinga, 11 species of manakins, Zimmer’s Tody-Tyrant, Tooth-billed Wren, Guianan Gnatcatcher, Red-billed PiedTanager, Red-shouldered Tanager, Paradise Tanager, Short-billed Honeycreeper, Yellow-shouldered Grosbeak,
Tawny-bellied Seedeater, Rose-breasted Chat, and Scarlet-headed Blackbird.

Pied Lapwing (Vanellus cayanus), Pixaim river, Mato Grosso

Itinerary:
29 October: Cuiabá to the Pantanal. Birding and night at Pousada Piuval.
30 October: Pousada Piuval and surrounding area.
31 October: Pousada Piuval AM, transfer to Pantanal Wildlife Centre.
1 November: Pantanal Wildlife Centre.
2 November: Campos do Jofre AM. PM boat trip on the Pixaim river.
3 November: Early birding at Pantanal Wildlife Centre, then drive to Chapada dos Guimarães for afternoon birding
and overnight at the Pousada do Parque.
4 November: Chapada dos Guimarães and area.
5 November: Early birding around our hotel, then return to Cuiabá for flight to Alta Floresta.
6 November: Rio Santa Helena AM. PM transfer to Rio Azul Jungle Lodge.
7 November: Rio Azul Jungle Lodge.
8 November: Rio Azul Jungle Lodge.
9 November: Rio Azul Jungle Lodge.
10 November: Rio Azul Jungle Lodge.
11 November: Rio Azul AM. PM transfer to Cristalino Jungle Lodge.
12 November: Cristalino Jungle Lodge.
13 November: Cristalino Jungle Lodge.
14 November: Cristalino Jungle Lodge.
15 November: Cristalino Jungle Lodge.
16 November: Cristalino Jungle Lodge.
17 November: Return to Alta Floresta and PM birding at Floresta Amazônica Hotel.
18 November: Pre-dawn owling in Alta Floresta, morning birding at Rio Santa Helena. End of tour.
Daily accounts:
October 29th: I met up with Keith the evening prior upon his arrival in Cuiabá, and we started things off with
breakfast at the Hotel Las Velas near the airport before loading the car and setting off toward Poconé and the
northern Pantanal. A stop at a large pond on a ranch outside of Poconé produced a few firsts, including Green Ibis,
Black-collared Hawk, Whistling and Rufescent Tiger-Herons, Purple Gallinule, Cattle Tyrant, and the
resident group of Capybaras. Soon enough we were through the small town of Poconé and hit the dusty
washboard known locally as the Transpantaneira, or the Pantanal Highway. What this 145km dirt ‘road’ lacks in
smoothness it makes up for with its fabulous birding and wildlife watching. That point was quickly driven home
when Keith spotted ‘an animal in the ditch’ which I assumed to be a caiman as we pulled up to our first spot.
However, upon stepping out into the morning heat we saw that it was an adult Giant Anteater splashing about in a
flooded ditch beside the road! Its bath interrupted, the animal raised itself out of the water and hunkered off into
the brush, through a fence, and out of view. Pleased with that start, we turned our attention to the birds: Savannah
Hawk and Great Black-Hawks were perched nearby, a Ringed Kingfisher watched the leftover water
attentively, a couple of Gray-necked Wood-Rails strutted about in the open, Yellow-chinned Spinetails had a
nest nearby, a few Unicolored Blackbirds moved through, and a couple of flashy Yellow-billed Cardinals were
our first for the trip.
The entrance road to the Pousada Piuval, the northernmost lodge located along the Transpantaneira and the first
stop on our tour, was productive as usual with the likes of Greater Rhea, Toco Toucan, Red-legged Seriema,
Peach-fronted Parakeet, Long-tailed Ground-Dove, and White-rumped Monjita all seen on the way in to the
lodge. We stopped there to check in and enjoy a cool glass of lemonade while scanning the drying-up marsh visible
from the lobby. Bay-winged and Shiny Cowbirds were busy around the lodge buildings, while the marshy area
held White-headed Marsh-Tyrant, Plumbeous and Buff-necked Ibis, more Savannah Hawks, a Crane Hawk
which turned out to be the only one of the entire trip, and an array of herons and egrets including Great Egret,
Cocoi Heron, Striated Heron, and Jabiru. An Aplomado Falcon patrolled the area in search of prey.

We returned to the car and drove a short distance from the lodge, stopping now and again to check out new birds
such as Little Blue Heron, Chaco Chachalaca, Crested Oropendola and Yellow-rumped Cacique. The edge of a
forest patch proved good for Mato Grosso Antbird and White-lored Spinetail, two of the region’s specialties. We
spent the balance of the rest of the day working a normally productive stretch of dry and gallery forests, along with
a couple of forest ‘islands’, ending the day at the edge of the Bento Gomes river. We racked up quite a few birds:
Sunbittern, Solitary, Pectoral, and White-rumped Sandpipers, Black Skimmer, Pale-vented Pigeon,
Ferruginous Pygmy-Owl, Blue-crowned Parakeet, White-wedged Piculet, Little Woodpecker, Pale-legged
Hornero, Straight-billed Woodcreeper, Planalto Slaty-Antshrike, Plain Antvireo, Black-bellied Antwren,
Pearly-vented Tody-Tyrant, Rusty-fronted Tody-Flycatcher, Common Tody-Flycatcher, Rufous Casiornis,
White-winged Becard, Purplish Jay, Masked Gnatcatcher, Chestnut-vented Conebill, Saffron-billed Sparrow,
Flavescent Warbler, Solitary Cacique, and Epaulet Oriole. We closed out the afternoon watching a flight of more
than 50 Band-tailed Nighthawks as they hunted actively over the Bento Gomes river. It seemed that perhaps fifty
wasn’t enough of them, as the mosquitoes at this spot soon drove us back to the car for a retreat to the lodge for
dinner.
After a nice meal we got back into the car and drove out to the gallery forest to search for Black-banded Owl, one of
Keith’s target species. Joining forces with another group led by Alyson Melo, we tracked down a calling Ciccaba owl
in the darkness, finally finding it in a tiny forest island. Somewhat surprisingly, it turned out to be a juvenile
Mottled Owl rather than the Black-banded we had been hoping for. Satisfied with a result though, and tired after a
long day in the field, we agreed to retire for the evening.
October 30th: Our first full morning in the Pantanal began with a bit of birding in the open areas and forest
islands near to the lodge, where we improved our views of White-rumped Monjita, saw some Blue-fronted
Amazons, a female Bare-faced Curassow, numerous Gray-necked Wood-Rails, Hyacinth Macaw, four
Chestnut-bellied Guans, and a couple of South American Coatis. Taking a dusty road into the dry forest, we
found Black-tailed Marmoset, Buff-throated and Great Rufous Woodcreepers, a single Golden-collared
Macaw feeding low down, a pair of Sooty-fronted Spinetails, a singing male White-lined Tanager, had flyby
views of Lineated Woodpecker, and spotted our first Black-throated Mango of the trip, a female. A little farther
along we stopped to locate a singing Dull-capped (White-eyed) Attila. A small pool on the drive back to the lodge
had Cocoi, Capped, and Rufescent Tiger-Herons, along with a pair of Sunbitterns.
We returned to the lodge for a bit of breakfast, but didn’t dally and soon were back out into the field. A slow drive
in the dry, open areas along the lodge access road proved quiet, with only Chestnut-eared Aracari, Guira Cuckoo,
at least 14 Greater Rheas, and a handful of Toco Toucans for our efforts. Undeterred, we turned back and tried a
track through a grazed area that floods in the rainy season, finding at least 20 migrant American Golden-Plovers
mixed together with a small number of Southern Lapwings. We also watched a Yellowish Pipit in display flight
before tracking it down on the ground, where we enjoyed views down to just a couple of metres distance. A lovely
pair of Whistling Herons were jittery subjects, but eventually they co-operated for Keith to get a shot of them
attired in their subtle pastels.

Whistling Heron (Syrigma sibilatrix), Pousada Piuval, Mato Grosso

The open areas near the forest patches we had concentrated on to this point continued to be good, with a pair of
Bare-faced Curassows and a pair of Red-legged Seriemas a short distance beyond them. At the edge of forest we
whistled in our first Orange-backed Troupials, and nearby saw the first Picazuro Pigeons of the trip. As the
track entered the forest we spied a Laughing Falcon on a branch, subduing a long slender vine snake before it
carried it away, and we also enjoyed the first of several Tegu Lizards slinking along the track in front of us. In the
forest we called in our first Gray-headed Tanagers of the trip, and caught glimpses of a pair of Flavescent
Warblers before finding a more co-operative duo of Moustached Wrens. The cool temperatures which had
prevailed during most of the morning were gone, but at the same time a strong wind had come up and the skies
looked threatening. No matter, as it was nearly time for lunch anyway, so we returned to the lodge for a bite.
After lunch we drove out onto the lodge’s entrance road, seeing nothing at all for the first little while. We stopped
to walk amongst some scraggly dry forest near the Transpantaneira, finally managing to kick up a few birds in the
form of a couple of Yellow-bellied Elaenias, Short-crested Flycatcher, Mouse-coloured Tyrannulet (all
stonkers, obviously), Red-crested Finch, White-wedged Piculet, Chestnut-bellied Seed-Finch and a
Bananaquit. We crouched down amongst some tall grass to call in a Red-winged Tinamou, which Keith managed
to photograph (I think). Pleased with that, we wandered back toward the car, seeing an Orange-backed Troupial
on the way.
Heading back past the lodge, we worked our way in the direction of the Bento Gomes river, stopping at a little
watering hole that had a couple of Sunbitterns, Scaled Dove, Gray-necked Wood-Rail, and at least 15 South
American Coatis in attendance. An adjacent forest patch produced Lineated and Cream-coloured Woodpeckers,
a pair of Red-billed Scythebills, Black-tailed Tityra, and scope views of a perched Blue-fronted Amazon. A large
group of Chestnut-bellied Guans had assembled in a sandy area to dust bathe farther along the track, a spectacle
we enjoyed for a little while before they decided to leave, seemingly irked to have an audience.
With the afternoon moving toward evening, we continued on to the marshy fringes of the Bento Gomes river.
Atypically, the rains had not yet arrived in the northern Pantanal, and the dry conditions had prevented us from
taking our customary boat ride at Piuval. Still, that didn’t mean that some of the river’s birds couldn’t be found, and

we connected with a surprisingly obliging Cinereous-breasted Spinetail rather quickly. One of the resident pair
of Bat Falcons was calling from the forest edge nearby, and as we scoped that one a target bird piped up from the
reeds behind us. The Gray-breasted Crake took a little bit of persistence, but eventually we bagged good views of
this mouse-like creature. An added bonus was the pair of Rufous-sided Crakes that were attracted by the
commotion and also showed in the same patch of reeds, surrendering fantastic views of both members of the pair.
Tickled pink with legitimate sightings of two secretive crake species, we returned to the lodge for dinner in high
spirits.
October 31st: With another morning available to us at Piuval, we made our toward the river once again. A stop at
a forest island yielded some photo opportunities with a pair of Hyacinth Macaws, and we took our time enjoying
these charismatic birds. Other bits and pieces here included Rufous-tailed Jacamar and Black-fronted Nunbird,
while a small group of Tufted Capuchins provided a mammalian interlude. Moving on to the dry gallery forest
near the river, we were once again struck by how slow the birding was - typically this isn’t the case here, but the
extremely dry conditions that the Pantanal had been suffering seemed to be affecting passerine activity in the
forests. We didn’t see much aside from Fork-tailed Woodnymph, Gilded Sapphire, Pale-crested Woodpecker,
and Narrow-billed Woodcreeper. Near the river we saw Greater Thornbird, Rufescent Tiger-Heron, and our
first Blue-throated Piping-Guan of the trip.

Greater Thornbird (Phacellodomus ruber), Pousada Piuval, Mato Grosso

We returned to the lodge to pack up our things before lunch so that we could leave straightaway after eating. The
normally productive drive down the Transpantaneira to our next lodge was fairly dull, not surprising given the
searing heat and the drastically reduced water levels in the few remaining pools alongside the road. Our second
sighting of White-rumped Sandpiper for the trip was probably our most exciting sighting. The road was bumpy
and dusty however - nice to see that some things never change!
We arrived at our lodge, the Pantanal Wildlife Centre (now called SouthWild Pantanal, and previously known as
the Hotel Fazenda Santa Tereza), in time to stow our bags in our rooms before checking out the gallery forest trail
along the Pixaim river behind the lodge. After our poor showing in gallery forest at Piuval, I was apprehensive
about our chances here. But the birding turned out to be rather good, with the likes of Golden-green
Woodpecker, Hooded Tanager, Forest Elaenia, Olivaceous Woodcreeper, Large-billed Antwren, Helmeted

Manakin, Large Elaenia, Sepia-capped Flycatcher, and Ashy-headed Greenlet filling out a nice little afternoon’s
birding. A Gray-crested Cacholote back by the lodge was the first of the trip.
After dinner we drove out along the lodge’s entrance road. Things were pretty quiet, but we did see a few
Pauraques, and even better, Spot-tailed Nightjars too.
November 1st: We started our day watching the bird feeders around the lodge, seeing the usual suspects
including Eared, White-tipped, Ruddy Ground-, and even Plain-breasted Ground-Dove. There was a single
Red-crested Cardinal amongst the hordes of Yellow-billed Cardinals. A typical Pantanal scene played out when
a Giant Cowbird arrived to carefully inspect a nearby Capybara, which was apparently quite pleased as the
cowbird industriously removed ticks. The large rodent even laid down on its side to allow its benefactor easier
access to the parasites. A couple of Scaly-headed Parrots in the trees beside Keith’s room were new, and a handful
of Blue-fronted Amazons flying overhead continued a theme.

Giant Cowbird (Molothrus oryzivorus), Pantanal Wildlife Centre, Mato Grosso

Our morning program was to bird the excellent gallery forest trail near the lodge, and we started off in that
direction, seeing quite a few birds in the open areas and scrubbier forest before we reached the trail itself: Rufousbellied Thrush, Chaco Chachalaca, Gray-crested Cacholote, Great Rufous Woodcreeper (a pair), Buff-bellied
Hermit, several Hooded Tanagers, White-winged Becard, Forest Elaenia, and Streaked Xenops.
Things were already heating up in the open areas, so we welcomed the shade of the gallery forest flanking the
Pixaim river, where we found Band-tailed Antbird, Plain Antvireo, Large-billed Antwren, Buff-throated and
Straight-billed Woodcreepers, Rusty-fronted Tody-Flycatcher, a sparkling male Helmeted Manakin, Whitelored Spinetail, and Mato Grosso Antbird. Everywhere we looked there seemed to be a Silver-beaked Tanager.
We enjoyed watching a pair of Fuscous Flycatchers working on a nest for a while before our attention was drawn
away by a calling Stripe-necked Tody-Tyrant. That bird led a merry chase before we finally pinned it down in
thick vine tangles above our heads - quite satisfying indeed. With the temperature soaring, we eventually started to

work our way back toward the lodge, adding only a lone Gray-headed Tanager which was working a tiny
antswarm.
With activity having stalled in the late morning heat, we returned to the lodge for a cold drink and a break to write
up some notes before lunch. In the afternoon we took a boat trip on the Pixaim river, heading upstream on the
narrow, slow-moving river in the hot sun. This outing is always a highlight on any given trip to the northern
Pantanal, and today was no different. Aside from many already familiar wading birds, cormorants, kingfishers, and
Jabirus and Black-collared Hawks which followed our boat hoping to get a fish for their troubles, we also scored
our first Green-and-rufous Kingfisher of the trip. Other early highlights included a quick encounter with Giant
Otter, a Sunbittern stalking along a muddy beach, and stellar close views of Pied Lapwing. It got better still when
we spied a Sungrebe swimming quietly amongst floating vegetation at the river’s edge, followed soon thereafter
by a pair of Little Cuckoos in a dense thicket. At this point our river pilot suggested we turn back to try for Agami
Heron at a beach where he thought we’d have a decent chance. The Pixaim river has always been one of the best
places in the northern Pantanal for the species; furthermore, I had been informed a few days earlier that the local
guides at Pantanal Wildlife Centre had managed to habituate some of the local Agamis to take handouts of small
fish. As the saying goes, seeing is believing, and this was something that I had to see for myself.
In spite of some non-committal muttering that perhaps the heron wasn’t around, or that maybe they had fed it too
much in the morning, our pilot landed the boat at the beach and tossed a tiny fish onto the shore. PLOMP!
Immediately, a sleek adult Agami Heron landed in a false mangrove beside us, eyeing the lambarí on the beach in
front of our boat intently. Shutters clicked as the heron went hop, hop, and hop down to the beach, too close to
focus with a telephoto zoom lens. The bird calmly obliged us, staying to down a couple more fish before sidling into
the vegetation, perhaps to digest or perhaps having already learned to leave the crowds wanting more. Either way,
it was a remarkable encounter with the most beautiful and enigmatic of South America’s herons, and a far cry from
how many a birder have seen their first of these shy, essentially forest-based birds.

Agami Heron (Agamia agami), Pixaim river, Mato Grosso

There wasn’t much we could have done to top our Agami sighting, but we did see a few Boat-billed Herons before
dusk as we returned to the lodge, along with dozens and dozens of Black-crowned Night-Herons flying from day
roosts out to hunt. What a brilliant boat trip.
November 2nd: Today we were up well before dawn to drive south on the Transpantaneira for a day trip to the
Campos do Jofre. En route in the darkness we had a Crab-eating Fox running along in front of us, and quite a few
Pauraques sitting on the road. We connected (not literally) with a massive male Brazilian Tapir as dawn broke
and the day began to brighten, a short distance south of the Santa Ysabel road.
We arrived at the Campos do Jofre with the sun just peeking up above the horizon, seeing many of the usual
suspects, but in much reduced numbers when compared to wetter years - the rainy season was well delayed in the
Pantanal this year, even though it was already underway in the Amazon as we would see in a week’s time.
Nevertheless we still found Rusty-collared Seedeaters, Unicolored Blackbirds, and decent numbers of
screamers, herons, egrets, Jabirus, Black-collared Hawks, and others. We stopped along a wide bit of road to have
our breakfast, where an Ash-throated Crake eyed us from a nearby reedbed for a while before eventually
wandering out into the deserted road to forage along the edge for several minutes.

American Pygmy Kingfisher (Chloroceryle aenea), Campos do Jofre, Mato Grosso

The area was really exceptionally dry though (relative to a ‘normal’ year), and as such a lot of the birds we had
expected to find here seemed to be absent. We did however make a point of tracking down American Pygmy
Kingfisher, finally finding at least 3 of them fishing in the shallow standing water near one of the
Transpantaneira’s many bridges. With the fifth kingfisher in the bag - completing the set - we started to work our
way slowly back up the road. A stop at a patch of brushy forest was successful when we called in a pair of Fawnbreasted Wrens. Here we also started to hear Blue Ground-Dove, which we later saw on the road and in flight as
we drove back toward the Pantanal Wildlife Centre for lunch.

Having already seen most of what we could expect
along the Pixaim river, in the afternoon we opted to
go for a walk along another gallery forest trail near
the lodge. Our destination was a tree where a pair of
Great Potoos have held residence for years (at least
since my first visit to PWC in 2005) and where we
found one on this visit, roosting inconspicuously.
Our walk continued down to a small pond which in
higher water would be one of the curves of the
Pixaim river, but in present conditions was a last
refuge for desperate fish awaiting the arrival of the
rains to free them before their puddle disappeared
too. While the fish thrashed about below the surface,
we watched some Yellow-billed Cardinals and our
first White-bellied Seedeaters of the trip. Perhaps
best of all was the small group of Giant Otters which
arrived partway through the afternoon, obviously
having covered a reasonable distance over land to
reach the small pond where they knew the fishing
would be easy.
November 3rd: We began our final morning in the
Pantanal on foot in the open areas around the lodge.
A Chotoy Spinetail played ball from amidst some
scrawny dried-out reeds, and neaby we found both
Common and Greater Thornbirds. A huge, flighty
fock of Yellow-chevroned Parakeets was
screeching its way from tree to isolated tree in the
fields, perhaps spooked by the presence of a pair of
Aplomado Falcons not far away. Other sightings
before breakfast included White Woodpecker,
White-bellied Seedeater, a strapping Marsh Deer,
and both Blue-fronted and Orange-winged
Great Potoo (Nyctibius grandis), Pantanal Wildlife Centre
Amazons (including interesting studies of variability
in the former species, some individuals having very little to no yellow at all on their cheeks), and a host of the usual
suspects.
We returned to the lodge for a bite of breakfast, then packed the car and checked out, heading north along the
Transpantaneira. Again, the few stops we made produced more of the usual suspects, though we did pick up an
opportune male Tawny-bellied Seedeater at one of the detours we were forced to take around a decrepit bridge.
Leaving the Pantanal behind, we saw our only Bare-faced Ibis of the trip together with a single White-faced
Whistling-Duck south of Poconé, while north of town we had a Yellow-headed Caracara taking a beating from a
Tropical Kingbird. The drive to Chapada dos Guimarães was uneventful, though Keith enjoyed (or not) the traffic
in Cuiabá. We arrived in Chapada in good order, dropped off our bags at the Pousada do Parque where we enjoyed
a fresh cashew juice, then it was out and on to the birds.
Our first stop was a quiet forested road east of Chapada town, we started right off with an Amazonian Motmot.
Farther down into the valley we found a couple of Band-tailed Manakins at the expected location, and a
responsive White-bellied Warbler was also new. After that, it seemed that just about every bird we saw turned
out to be a Pale-breasted Thrush. Some big thunderheads were closing in above us, with lightning and an
imminent sheet of rain approaching, so we beat a hasty retreat, heading for another patch of gallery forest west of
town.

This spot seemed to lie out of the storm’s path, and after a brief, light rain, we started birding again. Pygmy-owl
imititations did the trick to kickstart activity, bringing in White-lined and Swallow Tanagers, Forest and Smallbilled Elaenia, Blue Dacnis, Streaked Xenops, Yellow-tufted and Little Woodpeckers, Buff-throated Saltator,
Pale-breasted Thrushes by the truckload, Bananaquits, and a Saffron-billed Sparrow or two.
Heading up the hill a short distance, we struck gold calling in a fabulous male Fiery-capped Manakin. After
watching a couple more motmots for a while, we also pulled in at least four Pectoral Sparrows. Walking back
down to the small stream where we had parked the car, we saw Rufous-tailed Jacamar, and a pair of Whitewedged Piculets; some heavier tapping behind us brought our attention to an industrious female Pale-crested
Woodpecker, a rare species in the Chapada region. On the drive back to our hotel, we spied a Small-billed
Tinamou on the road inside the national park. With dusk falling as we arrived at the pousada, I suggested we wait
out a bit to see the local Nacunda Nighthawks; that proved difficult as the nighthawks were nowhere to be found,
but we did see a couple of Burrowing Owls and heard both Pauraque and Common Potoo.
After dinner and a listing session, we grabbed our torches and hopped in the car to do a bit of nightbirding. After
negotiating a herd of cattle just past the gate, things started well with a few Pauraques on the main road, while a
side road quickly produced a spectacular male Scissor-tailed Nightjar. Our views of this species were fabulous,
and included a particularly rewarding sighting of the bird in flight over our heads, its dainty long tail flowing
behind it, all the while calling its insect-like call. This alone qualified our outing as a success, but we were not done
yet. While looking for a singing Rufous Nightjar along the same track, our attention was drawn by the calls of first
an adult Tropical Screech-Owl, then moments later the same adult re-appeared together with a fledged chick!

Tropical Screech-Owl (Megascops choliba), Pousada do Parque, Chapada dos Guimarães, Mato Grosso

The nightjar had shut up by now, so we backtracked to the car. It turned out that another bird was singing beside
the vehicle, and that bird approached in response to tape; after a while we finally negotiated brief, obscured views.
We stuck with it though, and managed clear - if a tad far - views of the Rufous Nightjar while it sang, puffing out its
white throat with each Chuck-will’s-widow-esque song. Very nice indeed. Time to head back as we were starting
early again tomorrow, but before we could reach the lodge we found a Spot-tailed Nightjar sitting on the road.
The cattle had gone by the time we reached the gate, and here we nearly ran over a big Nacunda Nighthawk
sitting on the ground, blending in well with cow patties, mostly because we weren’t paying attention by this point
as we were chatting about nightjars!
November 4th: Our morning began on the famous Agua Fria road, along a dusty downhill stretch through some
disturbed cerrado that hosts some of the best birding in Chapada dos Guimarães. The weather wasn’t really on our
side to begin with; we were met by a grey and breezy dawn. We started things off with some of the usual suspects,
including such cerrado specialties as White-eared Puffbird, Rufous-winged Antshrike, White-banded and
White-rumped Tanagers, Black-throated Saltator, along with the likes of Plain-crested and Lesser Elaenia,
Plumbeous Seeadeater, Rusty-backed Antwren, Blue-winged Macaw and White-vented Violetear. The traffic
along the road was fairly heavy, so we eventually relented and chose to move to a quieter spot. A short drive took
us to the Geladeira road, where we didn’t add too much else. We then drove out past a spectacular overlook with a
180º view of the Cuiabá lowlands below Chapada. The agricultural areas in this direction had American Kestrel
and Short-tailed Hawk, some Red-legged Seriemas, and the Gray Monjita we were looking for. A stop at the
overlook itself was good for Biscutate Swift and White-eyed Parakeet, along with a couple of Cliff Flycatchers.
After lunch in town and a short break in the afternoon, we returned to an area near the Agua Fria road to try to
track down the crescentchest we had heard calling during the morning. For a while we didn’t see much aside from
a beautiful pair of Aplomado Falcons, but soon enough I heard the distant piping whistles of our target. We had to
walk quite a distance into the cerrado, following the melancholy song of the crescentchest until we finally had it
somewhere in front of us. Even then it still took us a while to find it, but with some patience we really nailed it,
getting the Collared Crescentchest at just a few metres distance! Well worth the effort!

Collared Crescentchest (Melanopareia torquata), Chapada dos Guimarães, Mato Grosso

A quick post-dinner trip for spotlighting found us the same nightjars as the previous evening.
November 5th: We awoke to a dull and blustery morning, going for an early walk under heavy skies and a brisk
wind. There was little to nothing going on in the bird department, but we did have nice views of a striking Tayra, a
white-faced individual which crossed the road in front of us. Then it was time for a bite of breakfast before loading
the car and heading back to Cuiabá to catch our mid-day flight to Alta Floresta.
Upon arrival in Alta Floresta we headed directly for the Floresta Amazônica Hotel, checking Keith into his room
before going for a jaunt on the trails in the hotel’s forest patch. The resident Harpy Eagle pair were not at their nest
site, but we did manage to find Rose-breasted Chat, White-tailed and Blue-crowned Trogons, Black-fronted
Nunbird, Squirrel Cuckoo, and Elegant Woodcreeper, while we only heard White-necked Puffbird and an
uncooperative Plain-crowned Antwren. The forest was getting a bit murky but there was still plenty of light to be
had in the open areas around the hotel itself, where a late afternoon vigil from the football pitch produced Barenecked Fruitcrows in the scope, lovely flyover views of both Red-and-green and Blue-and-yellow Macaws, and
perhaps best of all, cracking scope views of a group of 4 Red-fan Parrots.
November 6th: With a full morning of birding to be had in the Alta Floresta area before heading to the Rio Azul,
we opted to start the morning in a corridor of riparian and terra firme forest near the Santa Helena river to the
west of town. An excellent morning yielded a full haul: Greater Yellow-headed Vulture, Black and Red-throated
Caracaras, Red-throated Piping-Guan, Sunbittern, Blue-and-yellow, Chestnut-fronted, and Scarlet Macaws,
both Madeira and Crimson-bellied Parakeets, a single Orange-cheeked Parrot, Black-bellied and Little
Cuckoos (2), Rufous-breasted Hermit, Long-billed Starthroat, Fork-tailed Woodnymph, Green-and-rufous
Kingfisher, our first (of many) Swallow-wings of the trip, a pair of Black-girdled Barbet, Red-necked Aracari,
Bar-breasted Piculet, Red-stained and Red-necked Woodpeckers, Speckled Spinetail, a responsive Longbilled Woodcreeper, Straight-billed and Striped Woodcreepers, Glossy Antshrike, Amazonian Antshrike,
Amazonian and Rufous-winged Antwrens, Band-tailed and Silvered Antbird, Spangled Cotinga, Bare-necked
Fruitcrow, a female Amazonian Umbrellabird, Band-tailed Manakin, a pair of Flame-crested Manakin, Forest
Elaenia, White-lored and Slender-footed Tyrannulets, Short-tailed Pygmy-Tyrant, Gray-crowned Flycatcher,
Cinnamon Attila, Chestnut-crowned Becard, Gray-chested Greenlet, Hauxwell’s Thrush, nesting Whitevented Euphonias, White-shouldered Tanager, Turquoise and Paradise Tanager, both Black-faced and
Yellow-bellied Dacnis, Crested Oropendola, and a group of five Giant Otters in the river below one of the
bridges.

Giant Otter (Pteronura brasiliensis), Santa Helena river, Alta Floresta, Mato Grosso

Back to the hotel, we had time to take a quick look at the Harpy nest again before heading to lunch. I was obliged to
stop to talk to the hotel’s owner, but Keith went on ahead to the nest and when I finally arrived he was watching an
adult Harpy Eagle on the eyrie!
After lunch we loaded up the truck to make the trek out to the Rio Azul Jungle Lodge. The lodge is located 120 km
from Alta Floresta, over rough roads, and we left in the early afternoon to leave time for stops during the long
drive. The first stretch as far as the Teles Pires river produced a nice Laughing Falcon, while the ferry crossing
over the river itself had just a few White-winged Swallows. A light rain began to fall shortly after the crossing, but
we still made a few stops here and there where birds showed up, picking up Dusky-billed Parrotlet, Redbreasted Blackbird, Gray Hawk, an immature White-tailed Hawk, American Kestrel, a few Least Grebes on
ponds in cattle pastures, a family of Speckled Chachalacas in Cecropias along a crystal clear stream, and a handful
of other bits and pieces. We pulled into the lodge in the early evening, arriving just in time to wash up a bit before
the first of many delicious meals prepared by Ivaní.
November 7th: Our first morning at the Rio Azul Jungle Lodge began with us watching the lodge’s hummingbird
garden, seeing Amethyst Woodstar, Fork-tailed Woodnymph, and Black-throated Mango amongst the early
risers. A small flock of Curl-crested Aracaris in the canopy was nice, and we followed them up with a Ringed
Woodpecker which danced around a little before sitting still for scope views. A hefty layer of mist lay over the
canopy, and early activity was light and visibility a bit tough. Nevertheless, we still scoped Green and Short-billed
Honeycreepers, Green-and-gold and Opal-rumped Tanagers, and a sharp Rufous-bellied Euphonia.
Additional hummers included the stunning Black-eared Fairy, the briefest of glimpses of a Tapajos Hermit, and a
flyby Rufous-breasted Hermit. Golden-winged Parakeets and Red-bellied Macaws were new, the former
perching up for scope views while the latter flew over in small flocks headed to feed in the massive forest reserve
across the river - the Brazilian Air Force administers and protects an area in excess of 2 million hectares on the
Serra do Cachimbo north of the lodge.
Along the lodge entrance road a fruiting melastome had Blue Dacnis, a pair of Black-faced Dacnis, several female
Red-headed Manakins, and a male Fiery-capped Manakin. Nearby we called in a Helmeted Pygmy-Tyrant for
excellent viewing. In the stunted campinarana we picked up more hummingbirds in the form of Green-tailed
Goldenthroat, Versicolored Emerald, and a subadult White-necked Jacobin. A male White-crowned Manakin
came in to scold my pygmy-owl imitations, as did a shy Plush-crested Jay. Farther along we picked up Redshouldered Tanager, saw three White-bellied Parrots in flight, and found the resident Roadside Hawk pair in
its usual Cecropia. Both Pale-breasted Spinetail and a couple of female White-fringed Antwrens made us work a
little, but in the end we had good views of both species.
With the morning heating up now, we gladly entered the forest at the far end of the Jatobá Trail. It was pretty quiet,
and we walked a while in silence before finally finding a couple of Red-headed Manakin males at a lek. A
lacklustre mixed flock near the river’s edge had Olivaceous Woodcreeper, Pygmy Antwren and Fasciated
Antshrike. A shy Great Tinamou scuttled ahead of me on the trail while Keith was in the bushes, and a bit farther
along the trail we managed views of one of a pair of Scale-breasted Woodpeckers. It took us a little while to find
it, but eventually we clapped eyes on one of the resident White-crested Spadebills near the end of the trail.
It was late morning by now, and having arrived at the lodge again we stopped for a cold drink and to watch the
hummingbirds a bit more. We also took our first look at the beautiful lagoon near the lodge where the crystal clear
waters harbour a natural aquarium: here we enjoyed watching the tropical fish species including pacu-borracha
(Myleus sp.), cará (Geophagus sp.), baiacu (Colomesus asellus), matrinxã (Brycon amazonicus), and a lovely
freshwater sting ray (Potamotrygon sp.). Otherwise it was quite hot, and there wasn’t much else around aside
from a nice Glossy Antshrike, a near-endemic. There was just one final stop to be made before lunch, a quick visit
to a nearby territory for Blue-necked Jacamar, which didn’t disappoint as the pair showed in short order.
Lunch usually only gains a passing mention in trip reports such as this, but at the Rio Azul every meal is
memorable, and the desserts equally agreeable. As we finished off ours, heavy clouds rolled in, bringing a steady
rain with them which continued on and off for most of the afternoon. After following a very approachable group of

White-whiskered Spider Monkeys around the edge of the lodge clearing for a while, we set up in the restaurant
doorway to watch the hummingbird show on the flowering bushes nearby. The light rain kept the hummers
surprisingly active, and the final tally for the day totaled 14 species, one of the final additions being a Black-bellied
Thorntail, which showed very well throughout the afternoon just a couple of metres in front of us!

Pygmy Antwren (Myrmotherula brachyura), Rio Azul Jungle Lodge, Pará

During brief breaks in the rain we birded the clearing itself, finding Masked Tityra, Yellow-bellied Dacnis, Rednecked Woodpecker, White-banded Swallows, Amazonian Swift, a few Purple Martins on the telephone
antenna, White-throated Toucan, a male Spangled Cotinga, two more Black-bellied Thorntails (these ones in
the canopy, actively feeding at a flowering jatobazinho where they were joined by a Rufous-throated Sapphire),
and best of all, a fabulous pair of Bald Parrots which flew over in terrific light for excellent flight views.
Eventually we gathered our courage and headed for the trails, but we had gone only a short distance when the
radio crackled to life: Carlão had found the local family of Red-handed Howler Monkeys near the river, and did
we want to have a look? Of course we did, so we backtracked and soon enough were watching these lethargic and
comically unconcerned monkeys. Back to the clearing, where a group of eight Amazonian Oropendolas was new.
A trio of White-bellied Parrots was sitting up in a snag behind the restaurant, and we watched in the scope as two
of them even copulated. In the far corner of the clearing a pair of Dusky-chested Flycatchers were extremely cooperative.
Finally back on the trail again, we heard a Spot-backed Antbird in the gloom before continuing on to a small springfed stream to close out the afternoon. Our vigil here yielded both Black-eared Fairy and Fork-tailed
Woodnymph coming to take baths, but far better was a handsome male Chestnut-belted Gnateater which snuck
in to bathe as well.
We went for a walk along the entrance track after dinner to try for Austral Screech-Owl, finally getting brief but
clear views of a perched bird after quite a bit of effort.

November 8th: This morning we started on the trails early, heading to a track in the forest I tend to refer to as the
Old Boat Trail, though I believe Carlão may have dubbed it something else by now. Here we heard a Uniform
Woodcreeper in the dawn gloom at the trailhead. Our first proper sighting came a short distance along the track,
with a male Black-faced Antbird which took a little while before finally giving itself up for prolonged viewing on a
fallen log. A small mixed flock farther on had Cinereous Antshrike, Spix’s Woodcreeper, Flame-crested
Tanager, Plain Xenops, Sclater’s Antwren, Bar-breasted Piculet, and only fleeting glimpses of a jumpy Whiteeyed Antwren. At the usual spot we had a male Fulvous-crested Tanager, along with a Fork-tailed Woodnymph
which was the only bird to show interest in my pygmy-owl imitations. Nearby we called in a stonking Yellowbrowed Antbird, and moments later also elicited a response from its cousin the Spix’s Warbling-Antbird, of
which we saw a pair.
A small and shy group of Dusky Titi-Monkeys amongst vine tangles provided a bit of mammalian distraction.
Another set of nearby vine tangles had a Plain-winged Antshrike which gave up the goods eventually, but a pair
of singing White-shouldered Antshrikes proved less forthcoming. A passing canopy flock distracted us from the
antshrikes, and a good thing too, as it had two pairs of the sought-for Guianan Gnatcatchers in amongt some more
common species such as Lineated Woodcreeper, Black-faced Dacnis, Yellow-margined Flycatcher, Yellowbacked Tanager, Rufous-tailed Foliage-gleaner, and a few others including heard-only Gray Elaenias, Whitelored Tyrannulet, and Dusky-capped Greenlet. A nearby Ruddy-tailed Flycatcher showed only briefly, but a pair
of Chestnut-tailed Antbirds were much better behaved and gave us great views beside the path. A calling Rufoustailed Flatbill took a bit of work to coax into view, but once he came we managed to study him well as he flitted
from perch to perch around us.
Activity cooled down a bit during the mid-morning lull, and while trying to call in a pair of Brown-banded
Puffbirds, an Ornate Hawk-Eagle began to sing nearby. After giving the puffbirds a quick minute to show
themselves (they did not), we tried to bring in the hawk-eagle. After a short wait it appeared in the canopy above
us, proceeding to perch in the open for a few minutes while we enjoyed great views. Needless to say, the puffbirds
didn’t dare show their faces after that.
Quite pleased with the hawk-eagle, we decided to start working our way back, stopping to photograph a group of
bold White-whiskered Spider Monkeys. We then hit another mixed flock, this one with several Rufous-rumped
Foliage-gleaners, Cinereous Antshrike, Spix’s Woodcreeper, Long-winged and Gray Antwrens, and a heard
only Long-billed Gnatwren. We also spied both White-eyed and Plain-throated Antwrens in the undergrowth; a
Spot-winged Antshrike in the subcanopy didn’t really co-operate.

Ornate Hawk-Eagle (Spizaetus ornatus), Rio Azul Jungle Lodge, Pará

After lunch and a short break we started our afternoon off in a small streamside thicket at a territory for Rufousfaced Antbird, and soon enough we were watching a singing bird through a small gap in the vegetation. We then
backtracked to the lodge clearing and over to the Nascentes Trail where we had Spix’s Guan and on to the Itaúba
Trail which produced only a small flock with Green-and-gold Tanager and a wintering Black-whiskered Vireo
as the highlights. We slipped into the low campinarana down a narrow side trail to find Rufous-throated
Sapphire, White-crowned Manakin, and best of all, the cracking male Black Manakin that we hoped to find here.
Back out to the entrance track, where we eventually called in a Spotted Puffbird that Alyson Melo who was
accompanying us on a scouting visit to the Rio Azul ‘spotted’ expertly. We heard Gould’s Toucanet in the taller
forest, but had no joy in seeing it before evening began to close in on us. A pair of Blackish Nightjars seen below
the power lines on the walk back to the lodge were our final sighting of the day.
November 9th: Early this morning we maintained yesterday’s momentum, starting things off with a lovely Great
Jacamar which we coaxed into the canopy above our heads. A pair of Razor-billed Curassows strutted jerkily
through the undergrowth near the lodge clearing, and once we were finished with them we hunched down to call
in a cracking male Spot-backed Antbird to sit atop a small fallen log, singing away. We had the rare privilege of

doing all this while ignoring a group of White-nosed Bearded Saki Monkeys crashing about in the canopy nearby.
We then saw a male Collared Trogon, but had less luck with a singing Dot-backed Antbird.
Finally we tore ourselves away, as the master plan was to head downstream on the rio Azul. Things were fairly
quiet along the first stretch we navigated, with only Green Ibis, some Red-bellied Macaw flyovers, Ruddy
Pigeon, and both White-banded and White-winged Swallows (the latter of which we later found a nest on a rock
in the river, with 4 fluffy young in it). A Sulphury Flycatcher perched up near a small Mauritia palm grove was our
only one for the trip, while a stop at the first lagoa downstream from the lodge produced a couple of nice Lettered
Aracaris, a heard-only Plain-crowned Spinetail, and a spectacular large spotted sting ray that passed below the
boat. It was near this little lagoon that we had our first of four Green-and-rufous Kingfishers on the morning. Just
a short distance downstream we were surprised to hear a Zigzag Heron singing near the river’s edge given the
hour - it was about 8 AM already, and Zigzags are typically most vocal just before dawn and just after dusk. Carlão
skillfully positioned the boat, and with only a semblance of effort with the tape we soon had good views of one of a
pair of Zigzag Herons, with the second bird only approaching close enough for a glimpse.
Along a slightly narrower stretch of river with taller canopy we had Bat Falcon and a distant Double-toothed Kite
perched up, and soon thereafter we found a female Crimson Topaz hawking insects over the water before it
perched quietly at the river’s edge, even allowing us to snap a couple of poor photographs. A pair of Gould’s
Toucanets added a splash of colour, and the theme continued with quite a few Channel-billed and Whitethroated Toucans, a pair of Kawall’s Amazons, a small party of Red-capped Cardinals, and a couple of Greenand-gold Tanagers in the canopy with a single female Fulvous-crested Tanager. This little run brought us
downstream as far as the first thrilling set of rapids, which Carlão navigated skillfully. Below the rapids we had
Blue-and-yellow Macaw, a few Black Caracaras, a group of Swallow-tailed Kites, and a Black-and-white
Hawk-Eagle soaring high above us. A small river island held a Dusky-capped Flycatcher at its upstream end, and
at the downstream end we had a remarkable sighting of a lone Madeira Parakeet which was perched on a tiny
twig a few inches above the fast-flowing water, from where it was pulling vegetation from the river to feed upon.

Madeira Parakeet (Pyrrhura snethlageae), Rio Azul, Pará

We continued downstream as far as the Jaú rapids, at which point we stepped down to have a look at a good sized
Brazil Nut tree (Bertholettia excelsa) and also to have a look at a stand of riverside bamboo. Then it was time to
start working our way back upriver. We stopped a couple of times, to try for Point-tailed Palmcreeper (heard only)
and Slate-coloured Seedeater (likewise), but also to look at several White-whiskered Spider Monkeys which had
been doing the same as the parakeets, descending to the water’s edge to pull out algae-covered vegetation.
Elsewhere on the return trip we had a Spangled Cotinga male above the Chinelo rapids; a stop at a small forest
stream produced another Green-and-rufous Kingfisher and a pair of Amazonian Antwrens, and we heard a
little flock of Bald Parrots scuttling through the forest canopy above our heads.
The afternoon was pretty quiet in comparison to our productive morning. After starting things off with a Whitenecked Puffbird in the lodge clearing, we headed into the forest near the lodge to do a short, little-used side trail
to see what we could scare up. There wasn’t too much around, but our first pair of Wedge-billed Woodcreepers
was a start, improved upon when we called in a responsive Long-tailed Woodcreeper in the same area. A striking
male Black-throated Trogon nearby was another nice pickup, followed by the rather drabber Dwarf TyrantManakin which took a bit of effort to track down as it called from a favoured perch in the middle storey. Returning
to the main trail, we heard the mournful song of the Pavonine Quetzal in the distance. The bird responded quite
readily to my whistled impression, flying past us several times. Unfortunately though, it never sat still long enough
for us to get much of a look, either blasting past us before landing a distance away or alighting somewhere buried
in the canopy and out of sight. This one-sided game of hide-and-seek carried on for a while as the afternoon light
waned. Finally, we conceded defeat on this one and returned to the lodge.

November 10th: We awoke this morning to a steady rain, which continued through breakfast and on until about
06:30 or so. Once it eased off enough to go for a walk, we headed out to the campinarana along the entrance road to
the lodge. Here we saw Fuscous (Campinarana) Flycatcher, a female White-fringed Antwren, and a perched
Tapajós Hermit seen through the scope, though partially obscured. A male Bare-faced Curassow crossed the
sandy track in front of us. We managed to call in Natterer’s Slaty-Antshrike, and nearby had both Purple and
Short-billed Honeycreepers in the low canopy alongside the track, the two species actually sitting together in the
same scope view.
Stepping into the forest, we took the Boundary Trail into taller campinarana to eventually hook up with the Jatobá
Trail. The sandy forest along the first stretch had White-bellied Tody-Tyrant, Ochre-bellied Flycatcher, and
White-crowned Manakin. A little mixed flock brought us views of Saturnine Antshrike, White-flanked
Antwren, Spix’s Woodcreeper, Plain Xenops, and an unobtrusive Cinnamon Neopipo which appeared to be
tagging along. Here we also called in a pair of Black-capped Becards, and then an Euler’s Flycatcher in the same
location.
Things went quiet for a while, but we were able to call in a pair of Ringed Antpipits in their usual haunts. A short
distance farther on we heard but didn’t manage to see a pair of singing Rusty-breasted Nunlets; while searching for
the nunlets we saw Screaming Piha, but the search was curtailed somewhat when yours truly was bitten by a
tucandira, the famous bullet ant. The appearance of yet another one on my back was enough to move us out of the
area and lose track of the nunlets in the process. Just before emerging from the forest we called in a White-crested
Spadebill.
Before lunch we found a new bird for the site list, with a tiny female Festive Coquette scoped as it fed at the
flowers of a jatobá tree behind the restaurant. Also in the same canopy were a couple of Black-bellied Thorntails,
a Rufous-throated Sapphire, and White-necked Jacobin.
Our appointed afternoon meeting time came with a bit more rain, and while we waited out the drizzle we managed
some photos of Lettered Aracaris behind the restaurant. Then it was on to the entrance road again for a quick
look around before Carlão would come to pick us up and proceed to the neighbouring cattle ranches. A pair of
Ruddy Quail-Doves on the track was a great find, particularly after a couple of individuals had slipped away after
being glimpsed along the forest trails on previous days. We saw Bare-faced Curassow again here, heard Flamecrowned Manakin, and saw a lovely little Amethyst Woodstar. We were driving along in the truck headed for the
ranches when I spied a small hummingbird perched beside the road in the campinarana: it turned out to be a
female Ruby-topaz Hummingbird, another first record for the lodge and a species I had been expecting to find
here eventually for some time.
The cattle ranches around the Rio Azul present a productive if unattractive mix of habitats interspersing forest
patches, narrow riparian corridors, and open pasture lands. We had decided to spend the last hour or so of light
out here, and quickly found Red-breasted Blackbird not far from the last gate before the lodge. We didn’t get very
far before we were stopped by the appearance of parrots: dozens of Red-bellied Macaws, smaller numbers of
Blue-and-yellow Macaws, loads of Orange-winged Amazons, and smaller numbers of sundry others made for
quite a psittacid show in the soft afternoon light. A distant White-tailed Hawk had somehow drawn the ire of a
flock of White-eyed Parakeets, which made for an amazing spectacle as the flock - some 200 birds strong harassed the hawk non-stop. A bit further on a man-made pond had a pair of Hyacinth Macaws perched upon a
snag nearby, while a Wattled Jacana with three downy chicks fulfilled our daily quota of ‘cute’ quite nicely.
The plan was to wait for dusk before driving back to the lodge with the spolight on to try for owls and nightjars.
That we did, but the result was uninspiring with just a Barn Owl to show for our efforts.

Blue-and-yellow Macaws (Ara ararauna), Rio Azul Jungle Lodge, Pará

November 11th: Once again we awoke to a light rain, but thankfully it eased off as the day began to brighten.
After a bite of breakfast we stepped out into the lodge clearing to call an Amazonian Barred-Woodcreeper of the
concolor race into a slender tree beside the cabins, using the spotlight to appreciate the details in the dawn halflight. A tardy Short-tailed Nighthawk zipped above the clearing, trying to grab a final bite to eat before its day
ended. Then it was time for us to head to the landing for what was scheduled to be a quick jaunt downstream to
look for a male Crimson Topaz, us having seen the female already but obviously a smart adult male was still a big
prize to be had.
We began our river trip with a pair of Kawall’s Amazons, and continued in that vein with flyover views of a group
of four White-bellied Parrots. Hummingbirds were in evidence early, hawking insects as usual over the river
before a day of nectaring, and after seeing male White-necked Jacobin and Long-billed Starthroats, we
connected on the Crimson Topaz male soon thereafter. The bird gave quite a show, alternately perching on dry
twigs at the river’s edge, and flying in to inspect us closely, chattering loudly while the morning light caught its
golden gorget. With our stated goal taken care of, we put ashore at a recently cut trail, hoping to try for either the
Zigzag Heron or Short-billed Leaftosser we had heard while watching the Topaz. There was no joy with either of
those, but in birding the trail we found Yellow-browed Antbird (which proved to be quite common here) along its
lower reaches. While gradually climbing a gentle hill, we found a small mixed flock comprised mostly of Greenand-gold Tanagers, and here some pygmy-owl imitations paid off when we pulled in a male Flame-crested
Manakin. A stretch of Heliconia-dominated forest had an inquisitive Ruddy Spinetail, and nearby we also
managed to coax a flighty Black-spotted Bare-eye into view. The high quality birds continued with a Chestnutbelted (Snethlage’s) Gnateater in a thicket of fallen vines, and a bit later on we spied a lovely male Black-tailed
Trogon perched in the subcanopy above our heads. Nearing the end of the picada we hit a funny little mixed flock

which had Black-bellied Cuckoo, a heard-only pair of Black-girdled Barbets, plenty of Black-fronted Nunbirds, a
Long-billed Woodcreeper, Gray-crowned Flycatcher, and a few others. This group took up our time until late
morning, when we realized it was time to return to the lodge to pack up our things before yet another delicious
lunch.
Just after lunch and one last sumptuous dessert courtesy of Ivaní and her attentive staff, we were lining up in front
of the lodge restaurant for the customary photo for Rio Azul’s album when we heard the mournful song of a quetzal
from the forest, apparently somewhere just at the edge of the clearing! We grabbed our binoculars and hurried
over to seek out the source of the sound. Keith wasted no time in spying a fabulous male Pavonine Quetzal, a
brilliant parting shot and very satisfying sighting considering our tough luck with the species the previous couple
of days.

Pavonine Quetzal (Pharomachrus pavoninus), Rio Azul Jungle Lodge, Pará

Then all too soon it was time to leave the Rio Azul. The transfer to the Teles Pires river where we would meet staff
from Cristalino Jungle Lodge took place during the heat of the day, but we still saw Purple Gallinules at a small
swamp amongst the ranchland. A stop near a small quiet pond along a long forested stretch of the road yielded
Chestnut-backed Antshrike, Blackish Antbird, Striolated Puffbird, and a heard-only Chestnut-crowned
Foliage-gleaner. A third stop at a snag-filled palm swamp was good for Fork-tailed Palm-Swift, a pair of Bluenecked Tanagers, and a smart Point-tailed Palmcreeper that responded nicely to tape and showed well in the
scope.
Eventually we reached the meeting point, after encountering a Razor-billed Curassow along the lodge’s private
road. A rain came up just as we were arriving, so we slogged our way up the Cristalino in the lodge’s boat in a
steady rain, picking up an ochre-cheeked female Sungrebe, and an Amazonian Umbrellabird en route to the
lodge. Greeting us on the lawns at Cristalino was a pair of Bare-faced Curassows with two downy chicks. After a

short introductory briefing about the lodge, we settled into our accommodations to get set for five full days at one
of the finest birding destinations in the Amazon.
November 12th: Our first morning on the Cristalino river began as we ate breakfast to the sound of a booming
Bare-faced Curassow in the forest beside the lodge restaurant. We headed upstream in the misty dawn in the
company of our local guide / river pilot, Jaime. Our destination was the Haffer Trail, and here we started things off
with Dot-backed Antbird and Golden-crowned Spadebill in the riverside forest shortly after disembarking at
the trailhead. The Haffer Trail is a fine birding trail notable for its extensive bamboo thickets and good vine forest,
and we tried to get started on the specialties at the first stand of bamboo. Tried and failed perhaps, as we managed
to only hear Dusky-tailed and Large-headed Flatbills, Cinereous Mourners, and a Curve-billed Scythebill which I
only glimpsed but Keith saw nothing. We did however manage to break the goose egg with a lovely male Rosebreasted Chat.
Moving on, we soon managed to call in another, more responsive Dusky-tailed Flatbill. This was followed by
rather bad views of Gray Antbird, then much better views of a female Plain-throated Antwren in the
undergrowth. A couple of Cinereous and Saturnine Antshrikes were trying to get a flock started, but another
heard-only Curve-billed Scythebill was the only other sign of life near them. A calling Large-headed Flatbill
showed in the bamboo, and a Buff-throated Foliage-gleaner came in quite angrily but eventually sat still long
enough to allow reasonable views. A small mixed flock had Cinereous Antshrike, a female White-flanked
Antwren, a male Dot-winged Antwren of the bamboo-loving emiliae race, a female Fasciated Antshrike, and
White-shouldered Tanager. We cotinued our run of luck upon calling in a collaborative Chestnut-throated
Spinetail, a bamboo specialist, and finally got a positive response from another target species, one of the two
Crested Foliage-gleaners which had been calling intermittently throughout the morning. The rest of the trail was
largely devoid of activity, apart from two male Red-headed Manakins.
We reached the river again to find that the morning had heated up while we were in the bamboo. With some time
to spare, we headed upstream a short distance to try for Brown Jacamar, which we saw in short order at a
favoured spot with nothing that even resembled effort. With the peppy little jacamars in the bag, we began to work
our way downstream toward the lodge and lunch, seeing White-whiskered Spider Monkeys retrieving water
hyacinths from the river’s edge and also feeding on fruiting trees alongside the river. Aside from a couple
Plumbeous Kites, and a Capped Heron, there wasn’t much else to see.
After lunch and a short break, we hit the river again, this time heading downstream to the Teles Pires river where
we planned to work a couple of river islands. Cocoi Herons were along the larger Teles Pires, and a bouncy
Amazonian Tyrannulet was its usual responsive self on a set of small, mostly flooded islets dominated by nearly
submerged successional growth. At the water’s edge along the larger Ariosto Island, we found an obviously
distressed Spotted Tody-Flycatcher that was calling loudly and descending nearly to the water’s surface
repeatedly. We soon saw why: its nest (with two chicks calling from within) had been reached by rising water
levels, and the bottom inch and a half of the hanging nest was underwater. With a bit of effort, we manage to lift the
branch from which the nest was suspended out of the water and tied it off onto another, higher branch, buying the
tody-flycatcher another 6 inches to work with before his or her chicks would be in danger once again.
Our good deed for the day taken care of, we landed on the island and saw Drab Water-Tyrant, Rufous-tailed
Jacamar, a possible Little Woodpecker (which would be a new record for the site, and without documentation
we’ll leave it as just a possible), White-lored Euphonia and a small flock of Blue-headed Parrots in the mango
trees around the caretaker’s house. On an overgrown path leading to a small lagoon, we found a pair of Buffbreasted Wrens. Near the lagoon itself, in a spiny thicket, we worked very hard to obtain brief views of a reluctant
Amazonian Antpitta.
We were pleasantly surprised when the rain that had been threatening throughout the afternoon decided to hold
off!

November 13th: This morning we headed to the first of the lodge’s two showpiece canopy towers, and we had a
marvelous morning there, seeing, amongst others: White-browed Hawk, Spix’s Guan, both Blue-and-yellow and
Scarlet Macaws, Orange-cheeked, Yellow-crowned, and Blue-headed Parrots, both of the large toucans on
offer - White-throated and Channel-billed Toucan, Gray-rumped and Amazonian Swifts, White-lored
Tyrannulet, Dusky-capped Flycatcher, a pair of Spangled Cotingas, a stunning male Pompadour Cotinga,
Tooth-billed Wren, and Red-rumped Caciques. If that wasn’t enough, we were fortunate enough that a terrific
canopy flock decided to grace us with its presence near the tower. Members included Violaceous Trogon,
Paradise Jacamar, Black-girdled Barbet, Bar-breasted Piculet, two Slender-billed Xenops, Lineated
Woodcreeper, Sclater’s Antwren, Forest and Gray Elaenias, Black-capped Becard, Slaty-capped ShrikeVireo, more Tooth-billed Wrens, Flame-crested, Turquoise, and Paradise Tanagers, a pair of the striking
Short-billed Honeycreeper, and at least one Yellow-shouldered Grosbeak pair as well.
By the time the flock had rolled through, it was heating up a bit atop the tower, so we elected to return to the forest
floor to continue our morning’s birding. An unobtrusive Rufous-capped Nunlet in the subcanopy was a lovely bird
to sight, and we followed him up with a Cinereous Mourner in its preferred vine and bamboo thicket, and then a
Slate-colored Grosbeak whose presence was revealed by its repeated metallic chink note. The loop trail from the
tower took us to a mineral lick inside the forest where we really saw next to nothing. Wandering off trail along a
nearby streambed served us well when had fabulous views of a Tapajós Hermit feeding at a Heliconia-type plant
with tiny white flowers. Back at the mineral lick we saw an adult Great Black-Hawk and a couple of Swallowtailed Kites soaring above the small forest gap.
The chattering of a Cinereous Antshrike drew our attention to a mixed flock a short distance ahead along the trail,
and soon we were surrounded by birds: Tawny-crowned Greenlet, White-eyed Antwren, and Long-winged
Antwrens populated the understorey, with Gray Antwren, Rufous-rumped Foliage-gleaner, Olivaceous and
Spix’s Woodcreepers, and Plain Xenops working in the mid-levels up to the subcanopy, which in turn held the
likes of Wing-barred Piprites, White-shouldered Tanager, Red-stained Woodpecker, Plain-winged and Spotwinged Antshrikes, Speckled Spinetail, and White-winged Shrike-tanager. The treetops had a few birds as
well, including Paradise Jacamar, Dusky-capped Greenlet, Pygmy Antwren, and Paradise Tanager. This flock
took us right up until lunch time, where after we ate a short break gave us time to untwist our necks, while a bit of
afternoon rain fell during the siesta period.
With the skies having cleared by our scheduled departure time, we headed upstream on the Cristalino first to the
trailhead for the Serra Nova Trail, where we managed to hear but couldn’t clap eyes on singing Zimmer’s TodyTyrant. There was no sign of the trumpeters we were searching for, so we continued upriver to a small lagoon
inside the forest to see if anything was about. As we sat quietly near the lagoon, we were treated to the sight of a
Tayra approaching our position from above, as it clambered through the subcanopy and down along a trunk,
stopping to hiss in alarm upon discovering our presence - a remarkable third encounter with the species on the
tour. Avian highlights here included Collared Trogon, Dwarf Tyrant-Manakin, a few hummingbirds coming to
bathe including Fork-tailed Woodnymph, Gray-breasted Sabrewing, and Rufous-breasted Hermit. We also
had a Black-bellied Cuckoo here, but not much else before we decided to check out the beginning of the Haffer
Trail in hopes of encountering a group of trumpeters. Haffer was a bust, so we ended the day with a bit of evening
spotlighting. Top marks went to several close studies of Ladder-tailed Nightjars perched and in flight low over
the river, a Common Potoo perched quite low near the river’s edge, and a shy Paca that stayed hidden deep under
some tree roots at the water’s edge.
November 14th: Another early start soon had us in the tall terra firme of the Serra Nova Trail. This trail is one of
my favourites at Cristalino, a classic birding trail in many respects, though it can be hit or miss on any given visit.
Activity was a bit slow for us, but we did see some nice birds. On the way out in the terra firme and vine forest we
had Amazonian Barred Woodcreeper, Long-tailed Hermit, a small mixed flock with Saturnine and Cinereous
Antshrikes, and Long-winged and Gray Antwrens. A singing Short-billed Leaftosser responded nicely to tape
and came in for a close look alongside the trail.

A Black-spotted Bare-eye that was ‘churr’-ing in the undergrowth was a sure sign that an antswarm was to be
found nearby, but we couldn’t pick up any other activity or see any ants, for that matter. Since we would be return
along the same trail later in the morning we marked the spot to check later. A singing White-shouldered
Antshrike showed reluctantly near the end of the trail, and we found a handsome Osteocephalus taurinus, the
Giant Broad-headed Bromeliad Treefrog, nearby in a tangle of dead leaves.
Stopping at the Bare-eye spot on the way back, we found a small antswarm attended by Spix’s Guans and a pair of
White-chinned Woodcreepers. Further along at a fruiting melastome we had quick views of a Gray-cheeked
Thrush, a northern migrant, but couldn’t see the calling Snow-capped Manakins that we heard nearby.
It was now late morning and activity had all but ceased, so we elected to try for the one bird that was still singing:
the Thrush-like Antpitta. We tracked the bird down to a certain corner of what appeared to be its favourite thicket,
and keeping in mind that a fallen log in said tangle likely represented the centre of its territory, we worked into a
position that we thought might allow us to see the bird. As it happened, I had an excellent view of the antpitta as it
ran though a small gap in the tangle before hopping up on a small branch to sing; fate and Keith’s angle on the spot
conspired to afford him only a glimpse of the bird’s shape before it melted away. We tried to re-arrange ourselves
again for another try, but the bird was having none of it: it shut up for a while, only to start singing again in another
thicket at least 50 metres farther in. Round one goes to the antpitta. A family of White-whiskered Spider
Monkeys were rather curious as to our doings as we neared the river, and we stopped to watch them watch us for
a while.

White-whiskered Spider Monkey (Ateles marginatus), Cristalino Jungle Lodge, Mato Grosso

A call on the radio came in after lunch: Jorge, one of the local guides at the lodge, had just found a singing Collared
Puffbird (at mid-day, no less) and would we like to come out to take a look? I tracked Keith down and of course the
answer was an enthusiastic yes, so we found Jorge’s birder client as well and hot-footed it down the trail to the
Tower. Upon arrival at the spot we found Jorge, but there was no immediate sign of the bird. Jorge suggested I try
with the tape, then slipped away quietly into the forest. His suggestion quickly yielded fruit, with a response and
soon enough, a cracking Collared Puffbird sitting above our heads.

Collared Puffbird (Bucco capensis), Cristalino Jungle Lodge, Mato Grosso

The afternoon took us to the Borboletas triangle, a little-used trail on the south bank of the Teles Pires river. Here
we had female Flame-crested and White-crowned Manakins in the várzea, while the transitional forest turned
up an obliging Zimmer’s Tody-Tyrant (a rare thing). As we edged into terra firme we called up a spritely
Snethlage’s Tody-Tyrant in a vine tangle. Along a quiet forested road on the far side of the triangle we saw Blackthroated Antbird, Long-billed Gnatwren, and Dot-winged Antwrens of the bicolor race (rather than the emiliae
we had been seeing prior).
November 15th: Up early again, this morning we headed off for the lodge’s 2nd canopy tower, located on the east
bank of the Cristalino river. The trail to the tower is an excellent birding trail, so we took our time along the way.
We kicked things off with a cracking male Snow-capped Manakin over the trail. Near the tower itself we heard a
pair of Cryptic Forest-Falcons, and after a bit of work with the tape and several flypasts, we finally got quick
views of one perched on a thick woody vine; after a little more work we found one of the pair perched in the open
on a large limb, and that bird stayed long enough for excellent scope views. That one under the belt, we sidled off
trail slightly to try for a Spotted Antpitta which was singing a distance away, but before we could reach that bird a
Banded Antbird piped up nearby. Only the shortest bit of tape was required to bring this exquisite terrestrial
antbird screaming in to out feet, whereupon it began to slowly strut around on the forest floor, stopping to sing
now and again while Keith took some photos and I filmed part of the show. By the time we were finished with the
antbird, the antpitta had gone quiet, but an insect-like song drew our attention to a Rufous-necked Puffbird
which co-operated nicely for fabulous views. Feeding on the momentum we had built up, we decided to try the
singing Thrush-like Antpitta which wasn’t too far off. This experience brought us back to earth, as we could do no
better than just glimpse the antpitta as it skulked in a thicket beneath a fallen log.
Humbled, we chose to climb the tower for a look at the canopy. Activity was good around the first platform, with a
tanager flock which included the likes of Paradise, Bay-headed, Turquoise, Yellow-backed and Opal-rumped
Tanagers, together with Blue and Black-faced Dacnis, and Purple, Green, and Short-billed Honeycreeper. If

that wasn’t enough colour, we also found both Spangled and Pompadour Cotingas, Red-necked Aracari, Blueheaded Parrot, and a pair of Scarlet Macaws. Raptors were starting to appear in the sky above the tower, and we
saw a Double-toothed Kite circling over the forest, a few Plumbeous Kites, Greater Yellow-headed Vulture,
and a distant Black-and-white Hawk-Eagle.

Short-billed Honeycreepers (Cyanerpes nitidus), Cristalino Jungle Lodge, Mato Grosso

Satisfied with our haul on the tower, we returned to the forest floor. Activity was light during the late morning
hour, or at least it was light until we hit a big mixed flock that kept us busy right up until lunch time. The highlights
included Gray and Long-winged Antwrens, Plain-winged, Spot-winged, and Cinereous Antshrikes, Chestnutwinged Hookbill, Striped Woodhaunter, Plain Xenops, Lineated and Spix’s Woodcreepers, Bar-breasted
Piculet, Yellow-olive and Yellow-margined Flycatchers, Tooth-billed Wren, Dusky-capped Greenlet, Bayheaded and White-shouldered Tanagers, and more. Quite pleased with all that, we returned across the river just
in time to hear the lunch bell.
In the afternoon we birded part of the Taboca Trail, a long loop behind the lodge. Here we had Long-tailed
Woodcreeper, Paradise Jacamar, and a trio of heard-only puffbirds: Striolated and Brown-banded Puffbirds, and
Rufous-capped Nunlet. An extremely approachable pair of Razor-billed Curassows showed up in the
undergrowth near the quiet forest stream, and we stayed with these birds for a long time while Keith stalked them
for photographs. There wasn’t much else about, though we eventually managed to call in a Pará Foliage-gleaner
just before dusk for views in the spotlight (no joke) as it called, agitated.
The arrival of thunderheads with gusting winds put paid to our hopes of doing a bit of nightbirding.
November 16th: Our morning began in an open rocky area behind the lodge known as the Secret Garden, and
here we had an Amazonian Barred Woodcreeper first thing, followed by White-flanked Antwren and a White-

bearded Hermit that checked us out up close. The puffbird we were looking for didn’t show, so we wandered over
to the old extension of the Caja Trail, where we had a nice female Xingu Scale-backed Antbird, and even better, a
brilliant Spotted Antpitta that we watched for half an hour as it moved from perch to perch, singing and even
pausing briefly to feed on the ground for a bit while we watched it. Nearby we saw White-fronted Nunbird for the
first (and only) time.
Still no sign of our puffbird, so we took an indistinct side trail over to the Taboca Trail. Bamboo stands with vine
tangles produced Striated Antbird, Rose-breasted Chat, and Long-billed Gnatwren. At the forest stream we had
a face-to-face encounter with the lead scouts of a sizeable herd of White-lipped Peccaries which came splashing
along the stream, not really expecting to run into a couple of birders. After the peccaries had moved on we heard
but couldn’t coax Brown-banded Puffbird into view.
We ran into a couple of other birders near the far end of the trail, and together we all worked a small mixed flock
that contained Rufous-rumped and Rufous-tailed Foliage-gleaners, Gray and Pygmy Antwren, Spot-winged
Antshrike, Striped, Buff-throated, and Lineated Woodcreepers, Yellow-margined Flycatcher, Tooth-billed
Wren, and Flame-crested and Bay-headed Tanagers.
We reached the lodge again by 10 AM, which meant there was still time to zip downstream to the Manakin Trail.
After seeing a South American Coati and a Collared Peccary, we finally succeeded in tracking down our quarry,
an immature Brown-banded Puffbird which responded to the tape. It had taken us awhile, but the bird was well
worth the effort!
Returning to the lodge we found a bonus Black-collared Swallow perched on generator wires strung across the
river, a juvenile bird that had presumably wandered upstream a bit on the Cristalino when the rocks in the Teles
Pires river were covered over by rising water levels.
Our afternoon began on the river, where we were looking for a Green Anaconda which had been seen by another
guide and his clients; instead we had to settle for a trio of Black Caracaras working on the remains of a fish. A
couple of nearby Yellow-spotted River Turtles gave us our token reptile, but no anaconda. Fair enough: we
turned around and headed downstream to a bend in the river to look for swifts, but saw nothing aside from a cooperative Chestnut Woodpecker and a Sunbittern.

Sunbittern (Eurypyga helias), Cristalino river, Mato Grosso

A return to the trail to the new canopy tower proved fruitful. Here we heard Black-spotted Bare-eye, and a bit of
tape produced a response from the desired Bare-eyed Antbird, so we waded offtrail for a look. Keith quickly had
great views of the antbird, while local guide Jaime and I saw nothing at all. Moving on, we tried the Thrush-like
Antpitta once again for about an hour. Again, Jaime and I saw nothing, while Keith managed a couple of brief
glimpses. Just before dusk we called in a Strong-billed Woodcreeper, and heard both Slaty-backed and Cryptic
Forest-Falcons. As night fell we tried for Ocellated Poorwill without success, and heard several Tawny-bellied
Screech-Owls.
November 17th: This morning we were scheduled to return to Alta Floresta, which meant we didn’t have time for
a full morning’s birding. We did however make a last effort for trumpeter, which we didn’t manage to find. Before
we knew it, it was time to pack up to catch the boat down the Cristalino river to meet our transport back to Alta
Floresta, where we had lunch.
I met with Keith in mid-afternoon, planning to take a walk out to check the Harpy Eagle nest before looking for a
couple of leftover targets we expected to find in the forest patch behind the Floresta Amazônica Hotel. It turned out
that Keith had already visited the nest, seeing an adult Harpy. Fair enough; with that already taken care of, we
turned our attention to the Primatas Trail, walking it slowly hoping that we might bump into a Brazilian Tinamou.
No luck there, but we did call in a vocalizing Elegant Woodcreeper. We looked around the fish ponds behind the
hotel for a while, seeing a number of familiar birds including Chestnut-fronted and Red-bellied Macaws. Then it
was back to the football pitch, where we finally got around to calling in our primary target, the Cinnamonthroated Woodcreeper, which responded nicely and pulled up on the trunk of a nearby tree for good views.
We had planned to do some owling on the hotel grounds and around Alta Floresta, but upon returning to the hotel
to meet with Keith I found him engrossed in conversation with another guest of the hotel. I was invited to pull up a
chair, and soon enough the discussion got the better of all of us; owling was re-scheduled for the following
morning.

November 18th: Having skipped our scheduled owling last night after a chat with another visitor who works in
conservation went into extra time, we had agreed to meet well before dawn to look for Striped Owl around town. I
picked Keith up at the hotel and we headed to the first of a number of spots where the owl shows up. After striking
out near the airport, and again at a couple of territories on the other side of town, we drove slowly through the
neighbourhood where I live, checking spots where the owl appears from time to time. No dice. By now dawn was
approaching, so we returned to the hotel for a bite of breakfast before spending our final morning in the forest near
the Santa Helena river.
We may have been a bit sluggish after the very early start, or perhaps the pace of the previous three weeks was
catching up with us a bit, but the morning’s birding seemed rather slow. We didn’t find anything we hadn’t seen
already, but that meant there was time to focus on a bit of photography as we tracked the likes of Amazonian
Antwren and Rufous-tailed Jacamar. Perhaps best of all was a responsive Short-tailed Pygmy-Tyrant which
came down to eye level at the edge of the road, allowing us to stalk it endlessly in our efforts to get a great
photograph. Keith did a bit better than I, but my best effort is attached below. Before we knew it, it was time to
head back to town for Keith to do a final bit of packing before check-out and lunch, followed by his early afternoon
flight. It was a great trip, covering three different biomes and racking up a list of nearly 600 species while hardly
leaving the state of Mato Grosso! Many thanks to Keith for his excellent company and good humour throughout!

Short-tailed Pygmy-Tyrant (Myiornis ecaudatus), Santa Helena river, Alta Floresta, Mato Grosso

Systematic Bird List: The following bird list reflects the 592 species we recorded during the tour, including 34
species which were only heard (marked with a single asterisk) and 4 species which were recorded by the leader
(BJWD) only (marked with a double asterisk).
RHEAS (RHEIDAE)
Greater Rhea (Rhea americana)
TINAMOUS (TINAMIDAE)
* Gray Tinamou (Tinamus tao)
* Great Tinamou (Tinamus major)
* White-throated Tinamou (Tinamus guttatus)
* Cinereous Tinamou (Crypturellus cinereus)
Undulated Tinamou (Crypturellus undulatus)
* Brazilian Tinamou (Crypturellus strigulosus)
* Variegated Tinamou (Crypturellus variegatus)
Small-billed Tinamou (Crypturellus parvirostris)
* Tataupa Tinamou (Crypturellus tataupa)
Red-winged Tinamou (Rhynchotus rufescens)
GREBES (PODICIPEDIDAE)
Least Grebe (Tachybaptus dominicus)
CORMORANTS (PHALACROCORACIDAE)
Neotropical Cormorant (Phalacrocorax brasilianus)
ANHINGAS (ANHINGIDAE)
Anhinga (Anhinga anhinga)
HERONS, EGRETS & BITTERNS (ARDEIDAE)
Whistling Heron (Syrigma sibilatrix)
Capped Heron (Pilherodius pileatus)
Cocoi Heron (Ardea cocoi)
Great Egret (Ardea alba)
Snowy Egret (Egretta thula)
Little Blue Heron (Egretta caerulescens)
Cattle Egret (Bubulcus ibis)
Striated Heron (Butorides striata)
Agami Heron (Agamia agami)
Black-crowned Night-Heron (Nycticorax nycticorax)
Boat-billed Heron (Cochlearius cochlearius)
Rufescent Tiger-Heron (Tigrisoma lineatum)
Zigzag Heron (Zebrilus undulatus)
STORKS (CICONIIDAE)
Wood Stork (Mycteria americana)
Jabiru (Jabiru mycteria)

IBISES & SPOONBILLS (THRESKIORNITHIDAE)
Plumbeous Ibis (Theristicus caerulescens)
Buff-necked Ibis (Theristicus caudatus)
Green Ibis (Mesembrinibis cayennensis)
Bare-faced Ibis (Phimosus infuscatus)
Roseate Spoonbill (Platalea ajaja)
SCREAMERS (ANHIMIDAE)
Southern Screamer (Chauna torquata)
DUCKS, GEESE & SWANS (ANATIDAE)
White-faced Whistling-Duck (Dendrocygna viduata)
Black-bellied Whistling-Duck (Dendrocygna autumnalis)
Muscovy Duck (Cairina moschata)
Brazilian Teal (Amazonetta brasiliensis)
NEW WORLD VULTURES (CATHARTIDAE)
Black Vulture (Coragyps atratus)
Turkey Vulture (Cathartes aura)
Lesser Yellow-headed Vulture (Cathartes burrovianus)
Greater Yellow-headed Vulture (Cathartes melambrotus)
** King Vulture (Sarcoramphus papa)
HAWKS, EAGLES & KITES (ACCIPITRIDAE)
Swallow-tailed Kite (Elanoides forficatus)
White-tailed Kite (Elanus leucurus)
Double-toothed Kite (Harpagus bidentatus)
Plumbeous Kite (Ictinia plumbea)
Crane Hawk (Geranospiza caerulescens)
White-browed Hawk (Leucopternis kuhli)
White Hawk (Leucopternis albicollis)
Great Black-Hawk (Buteogallus urubutinga)
Savanna Hawk (Buteogallus meridionalis)
Black-collared Hawk (Busarellus nigricollis)
Roadside Hawk (Buteo magnirostris)
Gray Hawk (Buteo nitidus)
Short-tailed Hawk (Buteo brachyurus)
White-tailed Hawk (Buteo albicaudatus)
Harpy Eagle (Harpia harpyja)
** Black Hawk-Eagle (Spizaetus tyrannus)
Black-and-white Hawk-Eagle (Spizaetus melanoleucus)
Ornate Hawk-Eagle (Spizaetus ornatus)
FALCONS & CARACARAS (FALCONIDAE)
Black Caracara (Daptrius ater)
Red-throated Caracara (Ibycter americanus)

Southern Caracara (Caracara plancus)
Yellow-headed Caracara (Milvago chimachima)
Laughing Falcon (Herpetotheres cachinnans)
* Barred Forest-Falcon (Micrastur ruficollis)
Cryptic Forest-Falcon (Micrastur mintoni)
* Slaty-backed Forest-Falcon (Micrastur mirandollei)
* Collared Forest-Falcon (Micrastur semitorquatus)
American Kestrel (Falco spaverius)
Aplomado Falcon (Falco femoralis)
Bat Falcon (Falco rufigularis)
GUANS & ALLIES (CRACIDAE)
Chaco Chachalaca (Ortalis canicollis)
Speckled Chachalaca (Ortalis guttata)
Chestnut-bellied Guan (Penelope ochrogaster)
Spix’s Guan (Penelope jacquacu)
Blue-throated Piping-Guan (Pipile cumanensis)
Red-throated Piping-Guan (Pipile cujubi)
Razor-billed Curassow (Mitu tuberosum)
Bare-faced Curassow (Crax fasciolata)
NEW WORLD QUAIL (ODONTOPHORIDAE)
* Marbled Wood-Quail (Odontophorus gujanensis)
LIMPKIN (ARAMIDAE)
Limpkin (Aramus guarauna)
RAILS, GALLINULES & COOTS (RALLIDAE)
Rufous-sided Crake (Laterallus melanophaius)
Gray-breasted Crake (Laterallus exilis)
Gray-necked Wood-Rail (Aramides cajanea)
Ash-throated Crake (Porzana albicollis)
Purple Gallinule (Porphyrio martinica)
FINFOOTS (HELIORNITHIDAE)
Sungrebe (Heliornis fulica)
SUNBITTERN (EURYPYGIDAE)
Sunbittern (Eurypyga helias)
SERIEMAS (CARIAMIDAE)
Red-legged Seriema (Cariama cristata)
JACANAS (JACANIDAE)
Wattled Jacana (Jacana jacana)

PLOVERS & LAPWINGS (CHARADRIIDAE)
Pied Lapwing (Vanellus cayanus)
Southern Lapwing (Vanellus chilensis)
American Golden-Plover (Pluvialis dominica)
SANDPIPERS (SCOLOPACIDAE)
Spotted Sandpiper (Actitis macularius)
Solitary Sandpiper (Tringa solitaria)
Greater Yellowlegs (Tringa melanoleuca)
White-rumped Sandpiper (Calidris fuscicollis)
Pectoral Sandpiper (Calidris melanotos)
TERNS (STERNIDAE)
Large-billed Tern (Phaethusa simplex)
SKIMMERS (RYNCHOPIDAE)
Black Skimmer (Rynchops niger)
PIGEONS & DOVES (COLUMBIDAE)
Rock Pigeon (Columba livia)
Scaled Pigeon (Patagioenas speciosa)
Picazuro Pigeon (Patagioenas picazuro)
Pale-vented Pigeon (Patagioenas cayennensis)
Plumbeous Pigeon (Patagioenas plumbea)
Ruddy Pigeon (Patagioenas subvinacea)
Eared Dove (Zenaida auriculata)
Plain-breasted Ground-Dove (Columbina minuta)
Ruddy Ground-Dove (Columbina talpacoti)
Picui Ground-Dove (Columbina picui)
Scaled Dove (Columbina squammata)
Blue Ground-Dove (Claravis pretiosa)
Long-tailed Ground-Dove (Uropelia campestris)
White-tipped Dove (Leptotila verreauxi)
* Gray-fronted Dove (Leptotila rufaxilla)
Ruddy Quail-Dove (Geotrygon montana)
PARROTS (PSITTACIDAE)
Hyacinth Macaw (Anodorhynchus hyacinthinus)
Blue-and-yellow Macaw (Ara ararauna)
Scarlet Macaw (Ara macao)
Red-and-green Macaw (Ara chloropterus)
Chestnut-fronted Macaw (Ara severus)
Red-shouldered Macaw (Diopsittaca nobilis)
Red-bellied Macaw (Orthopsittaca manilata)
Blue-winged Macaw (Primolius maracana)
Golden-collared Macaw (Primolius auricollis)

White-eyed Parakeet (Aratinga leucophthalma)
Blue-crowned Parakeet (Aratinga acuticaudata)
Peach-fronted Parakeet (Aratinga aurea)
Crimson-bellied Parakeet (Pyrrhura perlata)
Madeira Parakeet (Pyrrhura snethlageae)
Monk Parakeet (Myiopsitta monachus)
Dusky-billed Parrotlet (Forpus sclateri)
Yellow-chevroned Parakeet (Brotogeris chiriri)
Golden-winged Parakeet (Brotogeris chrysoptera)
Scarlet-shouldered Parrotlet (Touit huetii)
White-bellied Parrot (Pionites leucogaster)
Orange-cheeked Parrot (Gypopsitta barrabandi)
Bald Parrot (Gypopsitta aurantiocephala)
Blue-headed Parrot (Pionus menstruus)
Scaly-headed Parrot (Pionus maximiliani)
Blue-fronted Amazon (Amazona aestiva)
Yellow-crowned Amazon (Amazona ochrocephala)
Kawall’s Amazon (Amazona kawalli)
Orange-winged Amazon (Amazon amazonica)
Mealy Amazon (Amazon farinosa)
Red-fan Parrot (Deroptyus accipitrinus)
CUCKOOS (CUCULIDAE)
Squirrel Cuckoo (Piaya cayana)
Black-bellied Cuckoo (Piaya melanogaster)
Little Cuckoo (Coccycua minuta)
Greater Ani (Crotophaga major)
Smooth-billed Ani (Crotophaga ani)
Guira Cuckoo (Guira guira)
Striped Cuckoo (Tapera naevia)
* Pheasant Cuckoo (Dromococcyx phasianellus)
* Pavonine Cuckoo (Dromococcyx pavoninus)
BARN-OWLS (TYTONIDAE)
Barn Owl (Tyto alba)
OWLS (STRIGIDAE)
Tropical Screech-Owl (Megascops choliba)
Austral Screech-Owl (Megascops usta)
Mottled Owl (Ciccaba virgata)
** Amazonian Pygmy-Owl (Glaucidium hardyi)
Feruginous Pygmy-Owl (Glaucidium brasilianum)
Burrowing Owl (Athene cunicularia)
POTOOS (NYCTIBIIDAE)
Great Potoo (Nyctibius grandis)
Common Potoo (Nyctibius griseus)
NIGHTJARS (CAPRIMULGIDAE)

Short-tailed Nighthawk (Lurocalis semitorquatus)
Lesser Nighthawk (Chordeiles acutipennis)
Nacunda Nighthawk (Podager nacunda)
Band-tailed Nighthawk (Nyctiprogne leucopyga)
Pauraque (Nyctidromus albicollis)
* Ocellated Poorwill (Nyctiphrynus ocellatus)
Rufous Nightjar (Caprimulgus rufus)
Spot-tailed Nightjar (Caprimulgus maculicaudus)
Blackish Nightjar (Caprimulgus nigrescens)
Ladder-tailed Nightjar (Hydropsalis climacocerca)
Scissor-tailed Nightjar (Hydropsalis torquata)
SWIFTS (APODIDAE)
White-collared Swift (Streptoprocne zonaris)
Biscutate Swift (Streptoprocne biscutata)
Gray-rumped Swift (Chaetura cinereiventris)
Amazonian Swift (Chaetura viridipennis)
Short-tailed Swift (Chaetura brachyura)
Fork-tailed Palm-Swift (Tachornis squamata)
HUMMINGBIRDS (TROCHILIDAE)
Crimson Topaz (Topaza pella)
White-necked Jacobin (Florisuga mellivora)
Rufous-breasted Hermit (Glaucis hirsutus)
Tapajos Hermit (Phaethornis aethopyga)
Reddish Hermit (Phaethornis ruber)
Buff-bellied Hermit (Phaethornis subochraceous)
Planalto Hermit (Phaethornis pretrei)
White-bearded Hermit (Phaethornis hispidus)
Long-tailed Hermit (Phaethornis superciliosus)
White-vented Violetear (Colibri serrirostris)
Black-eared Fairy (Heliothryx auritus)
White-tailed Goldenthroat (Polytmus guainumbi)
Green-tailed Goldenthroat (Polytmus theresiae)
Ruby-topaz Hummingbird (Chrysolampis mosquitus)
Black-throated Mango (Anthracothorax nigricollis)
Black-bellied Thorntail (Popelairia langsdorffi)
Festive Coquette (Lophornis chalybeus)
Long-billed Starthroat (Heliomaster longirostris)
Amethyst Woodstar (Calliphlox amethystina)
Gray-breasted Sabrewing (Campylopterus largipennis)
Fork-tailed Woodnymph (Thalurania furcata)
Versicolored Emerald (Agyrtria versicolor)
Rufous-throated Sapphire (Hylocharis sapphirina)
** White-chinned Sapphire (Hylocharis cyanus)
Gilded Sapphire (Hylocharis chrysura)
TROGONS & QUETZALS (TROGONIDAE)
White-tailed Trogon (Trogon viridis)

Violaceous Trogon (Trogon violaceus)
Collared Trogon (Trogon collaris)
Black-throated Trogon (Trogon rufus)
Blue-crowned Trogon (Trogon curucui)
Black-tailed Trogon (Trogon melanurus)
Pavonine Quetzal (Pharomachrus pavoninus)
KINGFISHERS (ALCEDINIDAE)
Ringed Kingfisher (Megaceryle torquata)
Amazon Kingfisher (Chloroceryle amazona)
Green Kingfisher (Chloroceryle americana)
Green-and-rufous Kingfisher (Chloroceryle inda)
American Pygmy Kingfisher (Chloroceryle aenea)
MOTMOTS (MOMOTIDAE)
Amazonian Motmot (Momotus momota)
* Rufous Motmot (Baryphthengus martii)
JACAMARS (GALBULIDAE)
Brown Jacamar (Brachygalba lugubris)
Blue-cheeked Jacamar (Galbula cyanicollis)
Rufous-tailed Jacamar (Galbula ruficauda)
Bronzy Jacamar (Galbula leucogastra)
Paradise Jacamar (Galbula dea)
Great Jacamar (Jacamerops aureus)
PUFFBIRDS (BUCCONIDAE)
White-necked Puffbird (Notharchus macrorhynchos)
Brown-banded Puffbird (Notharchus ordii)
* Pied Puffbird (Notharchus tectus)
Spotted Puffbird (Bucco tamatia)
Collared Puffbird (Bucco capensis)
White-eared Puffbird (Nystalus chacuru)
Striolated Puffbird (Nystalus striolatus)
Rufous-necked Puffbird (Malacoptila rufa)
* Rusty-breasted Nunlet (Nonnula rubecula)
Rufous-capped Nunlet (Nonnula ruficapilla)
Black-fronted Nunbird (Monasa nigrifrons)
White-fronted Nunbird (Monasa morphoeus)
Swallow-wing (Chelidoptera tenebrosa)
BARBETS (CAPITONIDAE)
Black-girdled Barbet (Capito dayi)
TOUCANS (RAMPHASTIDAE)
Gould’s Toucanet (Selenidera gouldii)
Lettered Aracari (Pteroglossus inscriptus)

Red-necked Aracari (Pteroglossus bitorquatus)
Chestnut-eared Aracari (Pteroglossus castanotis)
Curl-crested Aracari (Pteroglossus beauharnaesii)
Channel-billed Toucan (Ramphastos vitellinus)
White-throated Toucan (Ramphastos tucanus)
Toco Toucan (Ramphastos toco)
WOODPECKERS (PICIDAE)
Bar-breasted Piculet (Picumnus aurifrons)
White-wedged Piculet (Picumnus albosquamatus)
White Woodpecker (Melanerpes candidus)
Yellow-tufted Woodpecker (Melanerpes cruentatus)
Little Woodpecker (Veniliornis passerinus)
Red-stained Woodpecker (Veniliornis affinis)
Golden-green Woodpecker (Piculus chrysochloros)
Campo Flicker (Colaptes campestris)
Scaly-breasted Woodpecker (Celeus grammicus)
Chestnut Woodpecker (Celeus elegans)
Pale-crested Woodpecker (Celeus lugubris)
Cream-colored Woodpecker (Celeus flavus)
Ringed Woodpecker (Celeus torquatus)
Lineated Woodpecker (Dryocopus lineatus)
Red-necked Woodpecker (Campephilus rubricollis)
Crimson-crested Woodpecker (Campephilus melanoleucos)
OVENBIRDS (FURNARIIDAE)
Pale-legged Hornero (Furnarius leucopus)
Rufous Hornero (Furnarius rufus)
Chotoy Spinetail (Schoeniophylax phryganophilus)
Sooty-fronted Spinetail (Synallaxis frontalis)
Pale-breasted Spinetail (Synallaxis albescens)
Cinereous-breasted Spinetail (Synallaxis hypospodia)
Ruddy Spinetail (Synallaxis rutilans)
Chestnut-throated Spinetail (Synallaxis cherriei)
White-lored Spinetail (Synallaxis albilora)
Rusty-backed Spinetail (Cranioleuca vulpina)
Speckled Spinetail (Cranioleuca gutturata)
Yellow-chinned Spinetail (Certhiaxis cinnamomea)
Common Thornbird (Phacellodromus rufifrons)
Greater Thornbird (Phacellodromus ruber)
Gray-crested Cacholote (Pseudoseisura unirufa)
Point-tailed Palmcreeper (Berlepschia rikeri)
Chestnut-winged Hookbill (Ancistrops strigilatus)
Striped Woodhaunter (Hyloctistes subulatus)
Rufous-tailed Foliage-gleaner (Philydor ruficaudatum)
Rufous-rumped Foliage-gleaner (Philydor erythrocercum)
Crested Foliage-gleaner (Anabazenops dorsalis)
Buff-throated Foliage-gleaner (Automolus ochrolaemus)
Pará Foliage-gleaner (Automolus paraensis)
* Chestnut-crowned Foliage-gleaner (Automolus rufipileatus)
Short-billed Leaftosser (Sclerurus rufigularis)

Slender-billed Xenops (Xenops tenuirostris)
Plain Xenops (Xenops minutus)
Streaked Xenops (Xenops rutilans)
WOODCREEPERS (DENDROCOLAPTIDAE)
White-chinned Woodcreeper (Dendrocincla merula)
Long-tailed Woodcreeper (Deconychura longicauda)
Olivaceous Woodcreeper (Sittasomus griseicapillus)
Wedge-billed Woodcreeper (Glyphorhynchus spirurus)
Long-billed Woodcreeper (Nasica longirostris)
Cinnamon-throated Woodcreeper (Dendrexetastes rufigula)
* Uniform Woodcreeper (Hylexetastes perrotii)
Strong-billed Woodcreeper (Xiphocolaptes promeropirhynchus)
Great Rufous Woodcreeper (Xiphocolaptes major)
Amazonian Barred Woodcreeper (Dendrocolaptes certhia)
* Black-banded Woodcreeper (Dendrocolaptes picumnus)
Straight-billed Woodcreeper (Dendroplex picus)
Spix’s Woodcreeper (Xiphorhynchus spixii)
Elegant Woodcreeper (Xiphorhynchus elegans)
Striped Woodcreeper (Xiphorhynchus obsoletus)
Buff-throated Woodcreeper (Xiphorhynchus guttatus)
Narrow-billed Woodcreeper (Lepidocolaptes angustirostris)
Lineated Woodcreeper (Lepidocolaptes albolineatus)
Red-billed Scythebill (Campylorhamphus trochilirostris)
Curve-billed Scythebill (Campylorhamphus procurvoides)
TYPICAL ANTBIRDS (THAMNOPHILIDAE)
Fasciated Antshrike (Cymbilaimus lineatus)
Great Antshrike (Taraba major)
Glossy Antshrike (Sakesphorus luctuosus)
Barred Antshrike (Thamnophilus doliatus)
Rufous-winged Antshrike (Thamnophilus torquatus)
Chestnut-backed Antshrike (Thamnophilus palliatus)
White-shouldered Antshrike (Thamnophilus aethiops)
Plain-winged Antshrike (Thamnophilus schistaceus)
Natterer’s Slaty-Antshrike (Thamnophilus stictocephalus)
Planalto Slaty-Antshrike (Thamnophilus pelzelni)
Amazonian Antshrike (Thamnophilus amazonicus)
Spot-winged Antshrike (Pygiptila stellaris)
Plain Antvireo (Dysithamnus mentalis)
Saturnine Antshrike (Thamnomanes caesius)
Cinereous Antshrike (Thamnomanes saturninus)
Pygmy Antwren (Myrmotherula brachyura)
Amazonian Antwren (Myrmotherula multostriata)
Sclater’s Antwren (Myrmotherula sclateri)
Plain-throated Antwren (Myrmotherula hauxwelli)
* White-eyed Antwren (Myrmotherula leucophthalma)
Ornate Antwren (Myrmotherula ornata)
White-flanked Antwren (Myrmotherula axillaris)
Long-winged Antwren (Myrmotherula longipennis)
Gray Antwren (Myrmotherula menetriesii)

Banded Antbird (Dichrozona cincta)
Large-billed Antwren (Herpsilochmus longirostris)
Rufous-winged Antwren (Herpsilochmus rufimarginatus)
Dot-winged Antwren (Microrhopias quixensis)
White-fringed Antwren (Formicivora grisea)
Rusty-backed Antwren (Formicivora rufa)
Black-bellied Antwren (Formicivora melanogaster)
Striated Antbird (Drymophila devillei)
Blackish Antbird (Cercomacra nigrescens)
Gray Antbird (Cercomacra cinerascens)
Mato Grosso Antbird (Cercomacra melanaria)
White-backed Fire-eye (Pyriglena leuconota)
White-browed Antbird (Myrmoborus leucophrys)
Black-faced Antbird (Myrmoborus myiotherinus)
Spix’s Warbling-Antbird (Hypocnemis striata)
Yellow-browed Antbird (Hypocnemis hypoxantha)
Band-tailed Antbird (Hypocnemoides maculicauda)
Silvered Antbird (Sclateria naevia)
Rufous-faced Antbird (Schistocichla rufifacies)
Chestnut-tailed Antbird (Myrmeciza hemimelaena)
Black-throated Antbird (Myrmeciza atrothorax)
Spot-backed Antbird (Hylophylax naevius)
Dot-backed Antbird (Hylophylax punctulatus)
Xingu Scale-backed Antbird (Willisornis viduata)
Bare-eyed Antbird (Rhegmatorhina gymnops)
Black-spotted Bare-eye (Phlegopsis nigromaculata)
GROUND ANTBIRDS (FORMICARIDAE)
Spotted Antpitta (Hylopezus macularius)
Amazonian Antpitta (Hylopezus berlepschi)
* Thrush-like Antpitta (Myrmothera campanisona)
GNATEATERS (CONOPOPHAGIDAE)
Chestnut-belted Gnateater (Conopophaga aurita)
CRESCENTCHESTS (MELANOPAREIIDAE)
Collared Crescentchest (Melanopareia torquata)
COTINGAS (COTINGIDAE)
White-browed Purpletuft (Iodopleura isabellae)
Screaming Piha (Lipaugus vociferans)
Spangled Cotinga (Cotinga cayana)
Pompadour Cotinga (Xipholena punicea)
Bare-necked Fruitcrow (Gymnoderus foetidus)
Amazonian Umbrellabird (Cephalopterus ornatus)
MANAKINS (PIPRIDAE)
Band-tailed Manakin (Pipra fasciicauda)

Red-headed Manakin (Pipra rubrocapilla)
Snow-capped Manakin (Lepidothrix nattereri)
White-crowned Manakin (Dixiphia pipra)
Helmeted Manakin (Antilophia galeata)
* Blue-backed Manakin (Chiroxiphia pareola)
Fiery-capped Manakin (Machaeopterus pyrocephalus)
Flame-crested Manakin (Heterocercus linteatus)
Black Manakin (Xenopipo atronitens)
Dwarf Tyrant-Manakin (Tyranneutes stolzmanni)
Wing-barred Piprites (Piprites chloris)
Thrush-like Schiffornis (Schiffornis turdina)
TYRANT FLYCATCHERS (TYRANNIDAE)
* Yellow-crowned Tyrannulet (Tyrannulus elatus)
Forest Elaenia (Myiopagis gaimardii)
Gray Elaenia (Myiopagis caniceps)
Yellow-bellied Elaenia (Elaenia flavogaster)
Large Elaenia (Elaenia spectabilis)
Small-billed Elaenia (Elaenia parvirostris)
Plain-crested Elaenia (Elaenia cristata)
Lesser Elaenia (Elaenia chiriquensis)
White-lored Tyrannulet (Ornithion inerme)
Southern Beardless-Tyrannulet (Camptostoma obsoletum)
Suiriri Flycatcher (Suiriri suiriri)
Mouse-colored Tyrannulet (Phaeomyias murina)
Ringed Antpipit (Corythopis torquatus)
Slender-footed Tyrannulet (Zimmerius gracilipes)
Sepia-capped Flycatcher (Leptopogon amaurocephalus)
Ochre-bellied Flycatcher (Mionectes oleagineus)
Amazonian Tyrannulet (Inezia inornata)
Short-tailed Pygmy-Tyrant (Myiornis ecaudatus)
Helmeted Pygmy-Tyrant (Lophotriccus galeatus)
Snethlage’s Tody-Tyrant (Hemitriccus minor)
White-bellied Tody-Tyrant (Hemitriccus griseipectus)
Stripe-necked Tody-Tyrant (Hemitriccus striaticollis)
Pearly-vented Tody-Tyrant (Hemitriccus margaritaceiventer)
Zimmer’s Tody-Tyrant (Hemitriccus minimus)
Rusty-fronted Tody-Flycatcher (Poecilotriccus latirostris)
Spotted Tody-Flycatcher (Todirostrum maculatum)
Common Tody-Flycatcher (Todirostrum cinereum)
* Yellow-browed Tody-Flycatcher (Todirostrum chrysocrotaphum)
Yellow-olive Flycatcher (Tolmomyias sulphurescens)
Yellow-margined Flycatcher (Tolmomyias assimilis)
Gray-crowned Flycatcher (Tolmomyias poliocephalus)
* Yellow-breasted Flycatcher (Tolmomyias flaviventris)
Golden-crowned Spadebill (Platyrinchus coronatus)
White-crested Spadebill (Platyrinchus platyrhynchos)
Ruddy-tailed Flycatcher (Terenotriccus erythrurus)
Cinnamon Neopipo (Neopipo cinnamomea)
Cliff Flycatcher (Hirundinea ferruginea)
Euler’s Flycatcher (Lathrotriccus euleri)
Fuscous Flycatcher (Cnemotriccus fuscatus)

Drab Water-Tyrant (Ochthornis littoralis)
Gray Monjita (Xolmis cinereus)
White-rumped Monjita (Xolmis velatus)
White-headed Marsh-Tyrant (Arundinicola leucocephala)
Cattle Tyrant (Machetornis rixosa)
Piratic Flycatcher (Legatus leucophaius)
Rusty-margined Flycatcher (Myiozetetes cayanensis)
Dusky-chested Flycatcher (Myiozetetes luteiventris)
Great Kiskadee (Pitangus sulphuratus)
Lesser Kiskadee (Philohydor lictor)
Streaked Flycatcher (Myiodynastes maculatus)
Boat-billed Flycatcher (Megarynchus pitangua)
Sulphury Flycatcher (Tyrannopsis sulphurea)
Variegated Flycatcher (Empidonomus varius)
White-throated Kingbird (Tyrannus albogularis)
Tropical Kingbird (Tyrannus melancholicus)
Fork-tailed Flycatcher (Tyrannus savana)
* Grayish Mourner (Rhytipterna simplex)
Rufous Casiornis (Casiornis rufa)
Dusky-capped Flycatcher (Myiarchus tuberculifer)
Swainson’s Flycatcher (Myiarchus swainsoni)
Short-crested Flycatcher (Myiarchus ferox)
Brown-crested Flycatcher (Myiarchus tyrannulus)
Large-headed Flatbill (Ramphotrigon megacephalum)
Rufous-tailed Flatbill (Ramphotrigon ruficauda)
Dusky-tailed Flatbill (Ramphotrigon fuscicauda)
Cinnamon Attila (Attila cinnamomeus)
Dull-capped Attila (Attila bolivianus)
* Bright-rumped Attila (Attila spadiceus)
Cinereous Mourner (Laniocera hypopyrra)
Masked Tityra (Tityra semifasciata)
Black-crowned Tityra (Tityra inquisitor)
Black-tailed Tityra (Tityra cayana)
Chestnut-crowned Becard (Pachyramphus castaneus)
White-winged Becard (Pachyramphus polychopterus)
Black-capped Becard (Pachyramphus marginatus)
Crested Becard (Pachyramphus validus)
VIREOS & ALLIES (VIREONIDAE)
Red-eyed Vireo (Vireo olivaceus)
Black-whiskered Vireo (Vireo altiloquus)
Gray-chested Greenlet (Hylophilus semicinereus)
Ashy-headed Greenlet (Hylophilus pectoralis)
Dusky-capped Greenlet (Hylophilus hypoxanthus)
Tawny-crowned Greenlet (Hylophilus ochraceiceps)
Slaty-capped Shrike-Vireo (Vireolanius leucotis)
Rufous-browed Peppershrike (Cyclarhis gujanensis)
CROWS, JAYS & MAGPIES (CORVIDAE)
Purplish Jay (Cyanocorax cyanomelas)
Curl-crested Jay (Cyanocorax cristatellus)

Plush-crested Jay (Cyanocorax chrysops)
SWALLOWS (HIRUNDINIDAE)
Black-collared Swallow (Pygochelidon melanoleuca)
White-banded Swallow (Atticora fasciata)
Southern Rough-winged Swallow (Stelgidopteryx ruficollis)
Brown-chested Martin (Progne tapera)
Purple Martin (Progne subis)
Gray-breasted Martin (Progne chalybea)
White-winged Swallow (Tachycineta albiventer)
WRENS (TROGLODYTIDAE)
Thrush-like Wren (Campylorhynchus turdinus)
Tooth-billed Wren (Odontorchilus cinereus)
Moustached Wren (Thryothorus genibarbis)
Buff-breasted Wren (Thryothorus leucotis)
Fawn-breasted Wren (Thryothorus guayaranus)
House Wren (Troglodytes aedon)
DONACOBIUS (DONACOBIIDAE)
Black-capped Donacobius (Donacobius atricapilla)
THRUSHES (TURDIDAE)
Gray-cheeked Thrush (Catharus minimus)
Hauxwell’s Thrush (Turdus hauxwelli)
Rufous-bellied Thrush (Turdus rufiventris)
Pale-breasted Thrush (Turdus leucomelas)
* White-necked Thrush (Turdus albicollis)
GNATCATCHERS (POLIOPTILIDAE)
Long-billed Gnatwren (Ramphocaenus melanurus)
Guianan Gnatcatcher (Polioptila guianensis)
Masked Gnatcatcher (Polioptila dumicola)
PIPITS & WAGTAILS (MOTACILLIDAE)
Yellowish Pipit (Anthus lutescens)
SISKINS & ALLIES (FRINGILLIDAE)
Purple-throated Euphonia (Euphonia chlorotica)
Violaceous Euphonia (Euphonia violacea)
White-lored Euphonia (Euphonia chrysopasta)
White-vented Euphonia (Euphonia minuta)
Rufous-bellied Euphonia (Euphonia rufiventris)
TANAGERS & ALLIES (THRAUPIDAE)

Red-crested Cardinal (Paroaria coronata)
Red-capped Cardinal (Paroaria gularis)
Yellow-billed Cardinal (Paroaria capitata)
White-banded Tanager (Neothraupis fasciata)
Red-billed Pied-Tanager (Lamprospiza melanoleuca)
Hooded Tanager (Nemosia pileata)
White-rumped Tanager (Cypsnagra hirundinacea)
Gray-headed Tanager (Eucometis penicillata)
Flame-crested Tanager (Tachyphonus cristatus)
Fulvous-crested Tanager (Tachyphonus surinamus)
White-shouldered Tanager (Tachyphonus luctuosus)
White-lined Tanager (Tachyphonus rufus)
Red-shouldered Tanager (Tachyphonus phoenicius)
White-winged Shrike-Tanager (Lanio versicolor)
Silver-beaked Tanager (Ramphocelus carbo)
Blue-gray Tanager (Thraupis episcopus)
Sayaca Tanager (Thraupis sayaca)
Palm Tanager (Thraupis palmarum)
Burnished-buff Tanager (Tangara cayana)
Blue-necked Tanager (Tangara cyanicollis)
Turquoise Tanager (Tangara mexicana)
Paradise Tanager (Tangara chilensis)
Opal-rumped Tanager (Tangara velia)
Bay-headed Tanager (Tangara gyrola)
Green-and-gold Tanager (Tangara schrankii)
Swallow Tanager (Tersina viridis)
Black-faced Dacnis (Dacnis lineata)
Yellow-bellied Dacnis (Dacnis flaviventer)
Blue Dacnis (Dacnis cayana)
Short-billed Honeycreeper (Cyanerpes nitidus)
Purple Honeycreeper (Cyanerpes caeruleus)
Green Honeycreeper (Chlorophanes spiza)
Yellow-backed Tanager (Hemithraupis flavicollis)
Chestnut-vented Conebill (Conirostrum speciosum)
SALTATORS & ALLIES (INCERTAE SEDIS)
Bananaquit (Coereba flaveola)
Slate-colored Grosbeak (Saltator grossus)
Buff-throated Saltator (Saltator maximus)
Grayish Saltator (Saltator coerulescens)
Black-throated Saltator (Saltator atricollis)
Yellow-shouldered Grosbeak (Parkerthraustes humeralis)
SPARROWS & ALLIES (EMBERIZIDAE)
* Rufous-collared Sparrow (Zonotrichia capensis)
Grassland Sparrow (Ammodramus humeralis)
Saffron Finch (Sicalis flaveola)
Wedge-tailed Grass-Finch (Emberizoides herbicola)
Blue-black Grassquit (Volatinia jacarina)
* Slate-colored Seedeater (Sporophila schistacea)
Plumbeous Seedeater (Sporophila plumbea)

Rusty-collared Seedeater (Sporophila collaris)
Lined Seedeater (Sporophila lineola)
Yellow-bellied Seedeater (Sporophila nigricollis)
Double-collared Seedeater (Sporophila caerulescens)
White-bellied Seedeater (Sporophila leucoptera)
Tawny-bellied Seedeater (Sporophila hypoxantha)
Chestnut-bellied Seed-Finch (Sporophila angolensis)
Pectoral Sparrow (Arremon taciturnis)
Saffron-billed Sparrow (Arremon flavirostris)
Red-crested Finch (Coryphospingus cucullatus)
CARDINAL GROSBEAKS (CARDINALIDAE)
Hepatic Tanager (Piranga flava)
Rose-breasted Chat (Granatellus pelzelni)
* Blue-black Grosbeak (Cyanocompsa cyanoides)
NEW WORLD WARBLERS (PARULIDAE)
* Tropical Parula (Parula pitiayumi)
Masked Yellowthroat (Geothlypis aequinoctialis)
White-bellied Warbler (Basileuterus hypoleucus)
Flavescent Warbler (Basileuterus flaveolus)
BLACKBIRDS (ICTERIDAE)
Crested Oropendola (Psarocolius decumanus)
Amazonian Oropendola (Gymnostinops bifasciatus)
Solitary Cacique (Cacicus solitarius)
Yellow-rumped Cacique (Cacicus cela)
Red-rumped Cacique (Cacicus haemorrhous)
Orange-backed Troupial (Icterus croconotus)
Epaulet Oriole (Icterus cayanensis)
Chopi Blackbird (Gnorimopsar chopi)
Scarlet-headed Blackbird (Amblyramphus holosericeus)
Unicolored Blackbird (Agelasticus cyanopus)
Bay-winged Cowbird (Agelaioides badius)
Shiny Cowbird (Molothrus bonariensis)
Giant Cowbird (Molothrus oryzivorus)
Red-breasted Blackbird (Sturnella militaris)
OLD WORLD SPARROWS (PASSERIDAE)
House Sparrow (Passer domesticus)

Mammal List:
MYRMECOPHAGIDAE (ANTEATERS)
Giant Anteater (Myrmecophaga tridactyla)
CEBIDAE (CAPUCHINS, MARMOSETS & SQUIRREL MONKEYS)
Black-tailed Marmoset (Callithrix melanura)
Tufted Capuchin (Cebus apella)
PITHECIDAE (TITIS, SAKIS & UAKARIS)
Red-bellied (Dusky) Titi Monkey (Callicebus moloch)
White-nosed (Bearded) Saki Monkey (Chiropotes albinasus)
ATELIDAE (HOWLERS, SPIDERS & WOOLLY MONKEYS)
Red-handed Howler (Alouatta belzebul)
Black (Black-and-gold) Howler (Alouatta caraya)
White-whiskered Spider Monkey (Ateles marginatus)
CAVIIDAE (CAVIES & MARAS)
Spix’s Yellow-toothed Cavy (Galea spixii)
Capybara (Hydrochoerus hydrochaeris)

DASYPROCTIDAE (AGOUTIS)
Azara’s Agouti (Dasyprocta azarae)
Red-rumped Agouti (Dasyprocta leporina)
CUNICULIDAE (PACA)
Lowland Paca (Cuniculus paca)
LEPORIDAE (RABBITS)
Brazilian Rabbit (Sylvilagus brasiliensis)
EMBALLONURIDAE (SAC-WINGED, SHEATH-TAILED & RELATED BATS)
Proboscis (Long-nosed) Bat (Rhynchonycteris naso)
White-lined Sac-winged Bat (Saccopteryx bilineata)
CANIDAE (CANIDS)
Crab-eating Fox (Cerdocyon thous)
MUSTELIDAE (WEASELS & ALLIES)
Tayra (Eira barbara)
Neotropical Otter (Lontra longicaudis)
Giant Otter (Pteronura brasiliensis)
PROCYONIDAE (RACCOONS & ALLIES)
South America Coati (Nasua nasua)
TAPIRIDAE (TAPIRS)
Brazilian Tapir (Tapirus terrestris)
TAYASSUIDAE (PECCARIES)
Collared Peccary (Pecari tajacu)
White-lipped Peccary (Tayassua pecari)
CERVIDAE (DEER)
Marsh Deer (Blastocercus dichotomus)
South American Red Brocket (Mazama americana)

