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Introduction: A very gratifying aspect of organizing and guiding birding tours in Brazil is having the 
chance to receive repeat customers on their second, third, and even fourth and fifth trips to the country. 
Not only is this testament to Brazil's vast size, astonishing biodiversity, good infrastructure, excellent 
food, and welcoming people; it also gives me a certain personal satisfaction to know that we must be  
doing something right if  our clients wish to return with us. This trip, a 2-part  itinerary covering the 
northern Amazon region around Manaus and the endemic-rich Atlantic rainforests of south-east Brazil,  
was designed to build upon a successful Birding Mato Grosso custom tour which we had organized for 
the same guests to the Pantanal and southern Amazon in 2011. 

This report covers the first leg of the tour, 10 days spent around Manaus: birding the rich  terra firme 
Guianan Shield forests  in Presidente Figueiredo;  the black-water river  islands of the spectacular  Rio  
Negro with a few forays into the sandy belt terra firme forests on the west bank of the Negro; a single 
rain-soaked day visiting a white-water river island in the Solimões (Amazon) river; and finally a beautiful 
morning  on  the  famous  ZF-2  canopy  tower  north  of  Manaus.  We enjoyed  great  birding,  excellent 
company, delicious food, and a disappointing number of bad puns. Wildlife highlights included the jaw-
dropping spectacle of the Guianan Cock-of-the-Rock, an adult Harpy Eagle on the first full day of the  
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tour, Agami Herons in the Anavilhanas  archipelago,  three different  observations of the near-mythical 
Fiery-tailed  Awlbill,  a  dizzying  variety  of  colourful  cotingas,  tanagers,  and  honeycreepers,  the  vast  
numbers  of  waterbirds  we saw on Lago Janauari,  and really  quite  a  lot  more.  We were  unlucky to  
encounter quite a lot of rain, some of which interrupted our birding (or washed it out entirely, as was the 
case at Marchantaria on the 4th!), but with a bit of patience we were able to make the best of our time and 
see a lot of great birds.

Itinerary:

October 27: Arrival in Manaus. Drive to Presidente Figueiredo. Night at Iracema Falls Hotel.
October 28: All day birding around Presidente Figueiredo. Night at Iracema Falls Hotel.
October 29: All day birding around Presidente Figueiredo. Night at Iracema Falls Hotel.
October 30: All day birding around Presidente Figueiredo. Night at Iracema Falls Hotel.
October 31: Morning birding at Iracema Falls. Drive to Novo Airão. Night at Pousada Bela Vista.
November 1: All day birding Anavilhanas archipelago in rio Negro. Night at Pousada Bela Vista.
November 2: Morning birding Anavilhanas, afternoon Igarapé Najatuba. Night at Bela Vista.
November 3: Birding terra firme forests near Novo Airão. Night at Pousada Chez Les Rois, Manaus.
November 4: All day on rio Solimões (Lago Janauari & Ilha Marchantaria). Night at Chez Les Rois.
November 5: Morning birding INPA canopy tower N of Manaus. Night at Chez Les Rois.
November 6: 4 AM departure for São Paulo and 2nd leg of the trip.

Daily accounts:

October 27th:   Richard  and Sally  arrived right  on schedule  in  Manaus just  after  mid-day, and after 
exchanging greetings I whisked them away to lunch at a nice restaurant specializing in regional dishes 
including the famous pato no tucupí, various fresh local fishes, and a number of other interesting dishes 
including caiman, turtle, and fresh-water sting ray. We left the restaurant just before a brief but vigorous 
rain shower broke loose. We drove north from Manaus through forest-clad hills into the southern reaches  
of the Guianan Shield en route to the small town of Presidente Figueiredo. We stopped to stretch our legs 
at a side road 3/4 of the way to our destination, seeing our first  Yellow-browed Sparrows and a few 
Silver-beaked Tanagers. A swampy area on the same road was quite productive, with a nice adult Great 
Black-Hawk, a few Least Grebes and a  Sungrebe in the flooded grassy marsh, and a mixed flock of 
White-thighed and  Southern Rough-winged Swallows which  was  at  times  joined  by  a  half-dozen 
Band-rumped Swifts. Some idle pygmy-owl imitations pulled in a female Golden-headed Manakin and 
a Green Honeycreeper, and also sparked a brief bit of interest from an Amazonian Pygmy-Owl, which 
we  did  not  see.  Richard  spotted  a  Chestnut-bellied  Seedeater,  then  a  Flame-crested Tanager,  and 
followed that up with a  Paradise Jacamar,  while the best I could do was a  Chestnut-bellied Seed-
Finch. A trio of Lineated Woodpeckers flew through overhead, we scoped a Black Nunbird, and had 
the first of several pairs of  Blue-and-yellow Macaws on the afternoon. I called in a pair of  Chestnut-
rumped Woodcreepers for  a pretty nice look, which we quickly followed up with a scope view of 
Plumbeous Pigeon. As we walked back to the car we saw a pair of Blue-headed Parrots, and better yet, 
a lone Red-lored Amazon which flew through. A turn-around spot had a few birds moving around, so we 
stopped for a quick look, seeing our first  White-throated Toucans, more Blue-and-yellow Macaws, a 
few Gray-breasted Martins, and a colony of Red-rumped Caciques. 

We then carried on to Presidente Figueiredo and to our hotel, the Iracema Falls Hotel located just north of 
town.  While  I  checked  us  in,  Sally  and  Richard  found  a  Moriche  Oriole,  some  Rusty-margined 
Flycatchers, and a Palm Tanager. After settling in we had an early dinner and adjourned after the list to 
get a bit of rest.

October 28th: We began our first full day under clear skies along the track to our hotel’s namesake, the 
Cachoeira de Iracema. An almost complete lack of a dawn chorus was slightly concerning at first, but our  
worries soon lifted with the appearance of a pair of Red-and-green Macaws overhead. A striking Scaled 
Pigeon was singing and displaying in the crown of an emergent alongside the track, and we were happy 
to admire him through the scope. A pair of Black-banded Woodcreepers were nicely responsive, and we 
followed them up with our first of perhaps a dozen or more female-type Golden-headed Manakins seen 



before breakfast alone. A Mouse-coloured Antshrike pair was busily gathering food, the male having 
captured a katydid, but his catch was outshone by his mate and the small lizard she had snagged in the 
middle storey. Not far away a male  Guianan Warbling-Antbird challenged the tape boldly, while a 
Dusky  Antbird pair  were  a  little  more  circumspect  in  their  investigations.  A jumpy  White-lored 
Tyrannulet bounced from crown to crown for a while before settling in a roadside Cecropia for a nice 
view  in  the  scope,  from  which  we  were  distracted  by  the  arrival  of  first  a  female  Fork-tailed 
Woodnymph, and then soon thereafter an inquisitive Long-tailed Hermit which checked us out at close 
range. 

A bit further along the track we stirred up a bit of a flock with some pygmy-owl imitations which brought 
in  a  Guianan  Tyrannulet,  Tiny  Tyrant-Manakin,  Black-spotted  Barbet,  a  pair  of  Red-legged 
Honeycreepers,  Spotted  Tanager,  a  handful  of  Fulvous-crested  Tanagers and  a  few  others.  The 
Amazonian Pygmy-Owl itself also came in for a quick look, but frustratingly we didn’t manage to get a 
view of it perched. We tried to keep moving along the trail, but another little mixed flock derailed us with 
some very nice birds including a trio of Olive-green Tyrannulets, Spot-backed Antwren, Buff-cheeked 
Greenlet, and a Chestnut Woodpecker which had probably been foraging in the area already. We were 
distracted from our attempt to call in a singing pair of Rufous-throated Antbirds when some rustling in 
the leaf litter behind us revealed the presence of a Black Curassow. Antbirds momentarily forgotten, we 
watched as the curassow strutted nervously in the undergrowth for a while before deciding we posed too  
big a risk for it to approach any closer. At the parking lot for the waterfall we picked up  Plumbeous 
Euphonia at the usual spot, and saw our first Black-eared Fairy of the trip in together with a male Fork-
tailed Woodnymph and a MacConnell’s Flycatcher which appeared to be just passing by. On the walk 
back to the hotel for breakfast we picked up a pair of Sapphire-rumped Parrotlets and Short-crested 
and Ochre-bellied Flycatchers. 

Painted Parakeet (Pyrrhura picta), Presidente Figueiredo, Amazonas, Brazil

After a nice breakfast spread, we discovered a fruiting tree right in front of our rooms which was pulling 
in  a  few  nice  birds  including  a  pair  of  Spangled  Cotinga,  Opal-rumped  Tanager,  Red-legged 
Honeycreeper,  Sulphury  Flycatcher and  more  common things  such  as  Red-eyed  Vireo and  Palm 
Tanagers. A quick walk over to the centre of the compound found us the desired Painted Parakeets, a 
flock of five birds. 



We left the hotel and headed to our next birding site, only to be disappointed to find that the park we 
wanted  to  visit  was  to  be  closed  during  the  months  of  October  and  November  for  ‘renovations’.  
Undaunted, we headed for an alternate site, an inauspicious road down to a small dumping site south of  
town where I’ve always found good bird activity, even during the heat of the day. It was pretty steamy 
and quiet upon our arrival, but we got out and slowly started to find some birds. A pair of Black-tailed 
Tityras were lording over a dead snag (later they would relentlessly attack a  Gray-lined Hawk which 
had the poor fortune to land in their tree), while a kettle of  Black Vultures one hundred-strong circled 
over the nearby dump. It was ridiculously hot, but brave souls in the scattered tall trees along the road 
included pairs of Purple Honeycreeper and Opal-rumped Tanager, a spritely Painted Tody-Flycatcher 
(“it’s the size of a wasp!”) which we got in the scope, a couple of Pied Puffbirds, and best of all, a sharp 
male Glossy-backed Becard, a species which few field guides really manage to capture in plates. 

Rain was coming, but just before it arrived we hit another nice patch of activity: Paradise Jacamar, Red-
rumped  Cacique,  Yellow-tufted  Woodpecker,  White-lored  Euphonia,  Spotted  Tanager,  Black-
spotted Barbet, a beautiful male  White-throated Manakin, and a few other bits and pieces. The rain 
came and we mostly retreated to the car to wait it out. After a while it became obvious that it wasn’t about 
to die down so soon, so after a quick stop at the entrance to the dump (Barn and White-winged Swallow, 
Gray-breasted Martin) we resolved to head to town for a bite of lunch.

With a light drizzle continuing once we had finished our meal, we headed back south of town to bird one  
of  the  many  ramais,  dirt  roads  leading  into  the  extensive  forests  which  still  surround  the  town of 
Presidente Figueiredo. The rain intensified for a while as we drove, but it wasn’t as bad by the time we  
arrived at  our birding road. Still,  we mostly birded from the car for the first  little while, enjoying a  
spectacular flock of ten  Blue-and-yellow Macaws and sifting through the many Band-rumped Swifts 
forced down by the rain to find a handful of Chapman’s Swifts together with them. We soon reached a 
partly cleared area with a terrific view over a vast expanse of rainforest in the valley below our position,  
and it was here that we got out of the vehicle into a light rain to scope a trio fo Red-fan Parrots spotted 
by Richard, which we followed up immediately with a fabulous group of 11 Scarlet Macaws in the same 
area.  Thrilled,  we  continued to  scan,  picking  up  a  pair  of  Green  Aracaris,  a  single  Black-necked 
Aracari,  a  flock of  White-eyed Parakeets,  a  bedraggled pair  of  Gray-lined Hawks,  a  very distant 
White Hawk, and a much closer male  Golden-sided Euphonia which came into a nearby cecropia to 
check things out. After stepping aside to chat briefly with Beto of the Aldeia Mari Mari who happened to 
pass by, we resumed our scanning... 

Sally spotted something in the distance, and I still don’t know what she had been looking at, because 
when I looked in the direction she had indicated my eyes were drawn to a large bird perched up in a  
distant leafless emergent on the horizon. In the scope it was immediately obvious that this was something 
good,  but  I  tried to  be nonchalant  when I  suggested Richard take a  look at  the bird.  He caught  on  
instantly: “hey, that’s got a bifurcate crest!” It did indeed, and it was indeed an adult Harpy Eagle that we 
had in the telescope, drying off after the mid-day rain. We watched it for a while, but wanted to try to get  
a bit closer if possible and quickly threw ourselves into the van and drove onwards a short distance. It was  
with dismay that we found the tree to be empty upon our next check, and in spite of a great deal of 
scanning, we couldn’t relocate the beast. No matter - we had seen Harpy Eagle on the first full day of the 
trip,  and in  fact  only minutes  after  we had been discussing the very species and its  predilection for  
swimming pools filled with airline employees.

With the Harpy in the bag, we could have easily knocked off for the day, but we pressed onward to the 
end of the ramal, leaving the car at the top of a long hill and continuing on foot a ways. Pygmy-owl  
imitations whipped a few honeycreepers into a froth, and we were able to enjoy three pairs of three 
different species: Red-legged,  Purple, and Short-billed Honeycreeper, all in the same scope view. We 
also  saw our  first  Double-banded Pygmy-Tyrant  here,  along with  a  few other  additions  including 
Blackish Nightjar, Yellow-green Grosbeak, Wedge-billed Woodcreeper, and Curve-billed Scythebill. 
Near the very end of our trail we finally managed to see an Amazonian Pygmy-Owl after a bit of work 
which was rewarded with very nice scope views. Distant rumbles of thunder seemed to be getting closer,  
so we returned to the car and started to make our way back to our hotel, stopping at the highway to watch 
a couple of flocks totalling nearly fifty Orange-winged Amazons as they headed off to roost. 



October 29th:  After  the previous day’s exciting birding,  who knew what  was in store for  us  today?  
Unfortunately, St. Peter knew, and the answer was rain and more rain. We started off with an improvised 
pre-dawn  breakfast  cobbled  together  from  the  packed  breakfast  kit  provided  by  the  hotel  and 
supplemented  some  juices  and  granola  bars.  We then  drove  out  into  a  misty  morning  back  toward 
Presidente Figueiredo and the Ramal do Urubuí where we planned to bird a favourite side road of mine.  
Upon arrival in was obvious that the track had been recently graded, and I feared that perhaps in the  
process the machines would have cleared the forest back from the road, as it appeared had been done 
down the first steep stretch. 

As yesterday, there wasn’t much of a dawn chorus to be had, aside from Variegated Tinamou, a couple 
of  Guianan Warbling-Antbirds, and a Buff-throated Foliage-gleaner, but soon things started to pick 
up. A pair of  Black-headed Antbirds played to hard to get for a little while before the male finally 
popped out to an open perch at forest edge. Some activity drew our attention to the subcanopy, but it was  
difficult to discern in the early morning gloom exactly who was present: finally we picked out a Grayish 
Mourner, the ever-present Black Nunbird, a pair of Fulvous-crested Tanagers, and a couple of Yellow-
margined Flycatchers. Sally spotted a small toucan which we failed to re-locate at first, but a bit of 
speculative work with the tape soon produced a handsome Guianan Toucanet, which we admired in the 
scope.  A mixed flock was brewing nearby, and with a  bit  of  work we eased  out  Chestnut-rumped 
Woodcreeper, Buff-cheeked Greenlet, Long-billed Gnatwren, Wing-barred Piprites, a pair of Pygmy 
Antwrens,  Plain Xenops,  and a  Yellow-throated Woodpecker. In the understorey a  Dusky-throated 
Antshrike played hard to get, while Short-billed Leaftosser and Cinereous Antshrike were only heard. 
A soft intermittent cluck from the canopy indicated the presence of a  Pompadour Cotinga, and soon 
enough we were watching a female through the scopes. 

Continuing down past the first small stream we stepped into the forest to see a responsive  Riverside 
Warbler as it sang from a log over the water. A short distance beyond we found a nice male  White-
crowned Manakin, and as we were waiting for it to return to a preferred perch we were distracted by a  
pair of  Caica Parrots flying overhead then circling back around once for another look. Thinking we 
might be able to call the parrots to the forest edge, we moved up to an old clearing - and then the rain  
started. Gentle at first, it picked up in intensity and soon we were sheltering under the canopy with our  
gear wrapped up in plastic bags. It waned a little at one point, then stopped completely for a couple of  
minutes (during which time we picked up the first Black-faced Dacnis of the trip, a pair), long enough to 
make us think we might still salvage the second half of the morning. Not so. It quickly worsened again,  
and a hasty decision to retreat to the van was made, so we slogged back up the hill to our parking spot. 

While I carefully drove us back to town along the extremely slippery red clay track, Richard and Sally  
kept pointing out birds sitting up in the light drizzle which carried on after the deluge which had preceded  
it. I did my best to stop for some of them, when possible, including Spangled Cotinga, a tree with ten 
Blue-headed and four  Orange-winged Parrots,  and a  White Hawk trying to dry off in the canopy 
amongst others, but the road was too slick to do more than slow down for Red-and-green Macaw and 
Black Caracara.  Upon reaching Presidente Figueiredo, we pulled into a ‘regional café’ for a bite of 
brunch: coffee, juice, sandwiches, and tapioca.

Before returning to the hotel for a break, we headed up to a roadside palm swamp for a quick look  
around. While carefully staying away from the transport trucks which rumbled past along the main route  
from Manaus to Roraima and Venezuela, we picked up a few new species including the likes of  Red-
capped Cardinal,  Lesser Kiskadee, and  Green Kingfisher. A couple dozen Fork-tailed Palm-Swifts 
swirled overhead. A pair of  Blue-and-yellow Macaws flew through, while small flocks of Red-bellied 
Macaws made a racket in the back of the swamp. Best of all though was the gorgeous  Point-tailed 
Palmcreeper which duly responded to tape by flying into a Mauritia palm near the roadside. We enjoyed 
this bird through the scope as it sat still out in the open for several minutes before it began to clamber  
around on the undersides of the palm fronds in its typical fashion - what a fabulous bird. 

Since the rain appeared to have let up entirely for the time being, we decided to quickly check out a  
couple of side roads not far from our hotel. We didn’t see too much along here, the forest being cleared  



well back for the road to make way for pepper farms and smallholder settlements, but we did have our 
first Swallow-tailed Kites of the trip, a pair of Little Chachalacas, a group of five Scarlet Macaws, and 
two Savanna Hawks.

Then it was back to the hotel for a quick break to dry out a bit, but not before stopping briefly along the 
entrance road to see our first Bat Falcon. We also managed to call in a pair of White-crested Spadebills 
to the forest edge for nice views.

Iracema Falls, for which our hotel in Presidente Figueiredo is named.

With our morning's birding having been curtailed by the rain, after a short break we set out on foot along 
the trail to the Cachoeira das Araras. A displaying  Green Oropendola at a nest tree was fun to watch 
through  the  telescope,  and  a  nice  start.  A little  further  ahead  we  encountered  a  flighty  Amazonian 
Motmot which played to hard to get, but did show itself for all. Our progress was halted, however, as the 
distant  thunder  began to  roll  in  closer  on  strong gusts  of  wind,  signalling  an impending storm.  We 
retreated to the hotel clearing where we watched the storm approach, complete with impressive dark 
thunderheads  hugging  the  forest  canopy  and  lightning  of  the  sheet  and  fork  variety,  the  spectacle  
punctuated  by  low-flying  flocks  of  Short-tailed  Swifts and  Blue-and-yellow and  Red-and-green 
Macaws trying bravely to outfly the strong winds. A nearby lightning strike prompted us to head for the 
car, and we tried to escape the storm by driving out of the hotel in search of a drier area for our birding. 
However, it was quickly apparent that it had socked into the entire area, and it began to rain, a rain which 
continued through the late afternoon and into the evening, persisting as a drizzle all the way through  
dinner – which we took in town, a delicious freshly roasted fish dish accompanied by  caipirinhas,  in 
candlelight at first as the power was out in Presidente Figueiredo when we arrived at the restaurant.

October 30th: Our morning began with a quick cup of pre-dawn coffee before we drove south and east of 
Presidente Figueiredo to the road where we had seen our Harpy on the 28 th. The plan was to drive straight 
to the forested  ramal opposite the Aldeia Marí Marí; after the previous day’s rain the road was quite 
slippery, but with some careful driving we were soon nearly at our destination. A stop was required when  
I heard the loud chattering of a  Crimson Topaz  from the roadside canopy, and we quickly found the 
responsible bird. Better still, we managed to call it down to some dead branches in a stream by a small  
bridge, and we watched this young male for a little while as it sallied out to capture gnat-like insects. 
Soon enough it was joined by an adult male, and we were thrilled. A female White-necked Jacobin in the 
same spot didn’t inspire awe, but it was a new bird for the trip.



We reached our trail by 6 AM and set off along the left fork. A bit of tape produced the desired Yellow-
billed Jacamar, a pair which posed nicely together for scope views. For a third straight day we noted that 
things were fairly quiet early on, though we did hear a Collared Trogon,  Guianan Warbling-Antbird 
and Double-banded Pygmy-Tyrant. A Short-tailed Pygmy-Tyrant bounced around in the canopy like a 
bumblebee, sitting still now and again for reasonable views of its undersides. We followed this up with a 
fabulous sighting of a pair of  Ferruginous-backed Antbirds down on the forest floor beside the trail, 
real crowd pleasers as usual. At a large treefall gap we had a good view of several emergents, and as we  
checked those out a trio of Caica Parrots circled through the open area; a deft bit of work with the tape 
reeled them back in for our best scope views of these striking parrots. A nice  Guianan Puffbird was 
perched up nearby. Shifting our eyes to the understorey, we called in a shy Olive-backed Foliage-gleaner 
before setting to work on a pair of  Blue-black Grosbeaks which responded eagerly to playback but 
refused to yield much more than some very good (arm’s length from your nose) flight views and the  
occasional view of the perched female. 

Around the next bend in the trail we hit a good mixed flock being piloted by a couple of Fulvous Shrike-
Tanagers, with whom were travelling a pair of  Glossy-backed Becards,  Slaty-capped Shrike-Vireo, 
Rufous-tailed Foliage-gleaner, Buff-cheeked Greenlet, Painted Tody-Flycatcher, Plain Xenops, Ash-
winged  Antwren,  Black-spotted  Barbet,  Yellow-margined  Flycatcher,  Chestnut-rumped 
Woodcreeper, Pygmy Antwren, and Waved Woodpecker. Sally spotted a terrific perched Dusky Parrot 
for us, which tried to sneak out of sight a couple of times, but not before we all had great views through 
the scope. When the flock finally moved on so did we, soon reaching a blockage of the trail. No problem -  
we wanted to head over to Marí Marí anyway to bird the campinarana. But first a tantalizing cry from a  
distance off the trail gave us reason to pause: Guianan Red-Cotinga! This is a species I'm always very 
keen to see, so out came the playback gear to see if we could call it in. A few flashes of bright orange-red 
later, we still hadn't seen much of the bird. We were distracted momentarily by an explosion of Marail 
Guans in the canopy nearby, but they quickly moved on and we went right back after the cotinga. Finally,  
after quite a bit of effort, the red-cotinga did us the favour of perching quietly for a few seconds above the  
trail, affording very nice views!

Time to return to the main track for a snack, a pair of Paradise Jacamars, a photogenic Green Araçari, 
some Black Nunbirds, and an unfortunate string of dubious puns, 'nun' of which need to be remembered 
in this space. We then drove a few hundred metres back to the Aldéia Marí Marí, seeing a single great 
Caica Parrot perched up in terrific light just inside the gate. We parked and walked down to the edge of 
the Igarapé Mutum (Curassow Creek!) to greet Beto and Ana Paula, hearing the loud nasal cry of a male  
Guianan Cock-of-the-Rock from the forest as we arrived!



Green Aracari (Pteroglossus viridis), Presidente Figueiredo, Amazonas, Brazil

We wanted to bird the excellent campinarana forest here before lunch, so after exchanging greetings with 
Beto and his family, and after admiring a trio of Guianan (White-faced) Saki Monkeys in a fruiting tree 
opposite the restaurant,  we set off along a narrow trail.  Beto led us along a circuitous route off-trail 
through the white-sand forest, always seeming to know exactly where he was going though the rest of us  
didn’t really have a clue. We started to work on the specialties of the habitat, quickly seeing quite a few  
Saffron-crested  Tyrant-Manakins and  a  pair  of  Spotted  Puffbirds.  The  difficult  Pelzeln’s  Tody-
Tyrant took us quite a while longer, but with persistence we finally managed to get views as it flitted in 
the canopy, its abrupt movements and loop-de-loop sallies making it tricky to follow. Now and again we 
would hear Guianan Cock-of-the-Rock calling from a nearby lek arena, and a couple of times we saw 
the orange flashes of a male flying through. A Great Tinamou was a new bird for the trip, and in a bit of 
taller forest we called in a pair of Northern Slaty-Antshrikes. 

Back to the river for lunch, Richard and Sally opted to take a refreshing dip while I sat back and watched  
a flowering cashew tree for a while, being rewarded with a frustratingly brief sighting of a Racket-tailed 
Coquette which Beto informed me had been hanging around for the past few weeks. There was actually 
quite a lot of activity for mid-day, including Blue-and-yellow and Red-bellied Macaws, a small flock of 
Painted Parakeets, several Paradise Jacamars, a handsome male Yellow-crested Manakin in a fruiting 
tree at the edge of the stream, and Sulphury and Rusty-margined Flycatchers. Soon lunch was ready, a 
delicious caldeirada de tambaqui which we devoured quickly. 

With ominous clouds threatening rain, we hurried back into the forest after lunch, this time heading for  
the cock-of-the-rock lek located not far from where we ate. En route we stopped to call in a couple of 
Bronzy Jacamars,  another specialist  of sandy-soil habitats.  Soon we were stationed at  the  Guianan 
Cock-of-the-Rock lek, watching quietly as several male birds milled about just a few metres in front of 
us. Occasionally a female would wander through, putting the males into action as they would drop to the  
ground to their respective patches of the arena, spots carefully selected by the birds to best show off their  
colours and dancing prowess. The flashes of bright orange, the nasal growls and whirring noises, and the 
bouts of frenzied pandemonium interspersed with periods of quiet, are characteristics of the cock-of-the-
rock leks which are difficult to describe – it  is a phenomenon best seen and an experience not soon 
forgotten! In total we counted ten or eleven different male birds visible at once, and at least one female 
that would come to visit now and again. 



Pleased with our cock-of-the-rock experience, we returned to Marí Marí for a cup of coffee before saying 
our farewells and making our way back to our hotel. A quick stop by the orchard along the Iracema Falls 
entrance road produced a load of common species including White-lored Euphonia and many Blue-gray 
and Silver-beaked Tanagers, but a couple of White-lined Tanagers were new for the trip, and it didn't 
take us long to find the Wing-barred Seedeaters we were hoping for. Then it was back to the hotel to 
rest  after  a  long  day  exacerbated  by  a  lot  of  strong  sun,  and  for  Sally,  a  bee  sting  followed  by  a 
drowsiness-inducing antihistamine.

October  31st: With  a  final  morning’s  birding  to  be  had  in  Presidente  Figueiredo,  we  had  an  early 
breakfast in the hotel’s open air restaurant before starting off just after first light down the trail to the 
Cachoeira das Araras. Before even leaving the hotel grounds we had our first Coraya Wrens of the trip, a 
skulking pair which eventually popped out for good views. We followed them up with an obliging male 
Black-throated Antbird, our first and only one of the trip. Not far from that one we drew in a Willis’ 
Antbird, another skulker which took a while for everyone to see well. A couple of Green Oropendolas 
were in  attendance at  the nests  we had watched a  couple  of  days prior,  and while  we watched one 
displaying in the colony tree our attention was drawn to a singing Cinnamon-throated Woodcreeper - 
we quickly managed to call in a pair of these handsome birds. A little group of four Guianan Sakis had 
been feeding at trailside but moved off as we approached, giving us plenty of space to call in a striking  
male Dot-backed Antbird which came in quite a bit higher up than expected. A calling Barred Forest-
Falcon nearby turned out to be very responsive, flying in to perch nearby and sit still long enough for us  
to set up the scope and watch it begin to call. 

A small clearing with secondary growth along the track had a couple of male Golden-headed Manakins 
at a lek, a pleasant change from the parade of female and immature males we had been seeing. Some  
speculative  pygmy-owl  imitations  here  were  a  great  success,  pulling  in  a  series  of  fabulous  birds, 
including a horde of honeycreepers of all four possible species (Green, Purple, Short-billed, and Red-
legged), a Straight-billed Hermit, several Pygmy Antwrens, a spectacular male Fiery-tailed Awlbill, a 
Spangled  Cotinga,  and  moments  later  alongside  that  one,  a  Purple-breasted  Cotinga for  great 
comparative studies through the scope. A female  Guianan Red-Cotinga was calling nearby, and she 
came in for a quick look too.

Fiery-tailed Awlbill (Avocettula recurvirostris) & Guianan Red-Cotinga (Phoenicircus carnifex), Presidente Figueiredo, Amazonas

We carried on down to the Cachoeira das Araras, then along the trail to the Iracema Falls, the hotel's  
namesake waterfall. All was quiet here but for a half dozen  Greater Yellow-headed Vultures,  a fly-
through female Guianan Cock-of-the-Rock, and a pair of Spotted Tanagers along the road back to the 
hotel. We were back to the hotel by mid-morning, in time to pack up the van and depart for the small town 
of Novo Airão. The drive via Manaus took most of the rest of the day, in the rain, including a few stops  
here and there for food and a bit of birding. Near Iranduba we scoped a small pond which had day-
roosting Lesser Nighthawks, Orange-fronted Yellow-Finch, Snail Kite, and a couple of other bits and 
pieces. The road to Manacapuru had a lot of potholes and a fair bit of traffic, but once we got onto the 
road to Novo Airão, things improved in both respects. A stop just south of town yielded a very fetching 



Yellow-browed Antbird, but nothing else. We arrived at the Pousada Bela Vista in the small town (15 
000 inhabitants) of Novo Airão, and settled in for our three-night stay.

November 1st: We were scheduled to meet up at 5 AM with our boat and river pilot; the rain started to fall  
at 4:45, having been blown in from upstream on a stiff northwest wind. Since we couldn’t leave right 
away, we sat down with our boxed breakfast and watched the storm from the excellent viewpoint afforded 
by our hotel’s restaurant perched on the west bank of the mighty rio Negro. After about an hour, the worst  
of the storm seemed to have passed, though the strong winds  remained. Nevertheless, we decided to load 
into our boat and head for a channel into the vast Anavilhanas archipelago, a system of ancient river 
islands (400+) lying the middle and lower rio Negro. 

The river was rough but our boat made quick work of the crossing and things calmed down once we 
reached the channel. One of the first birds we spotted was a Sungrebe swimming calmly along, and that 
turned out to be just as much ‘sun’ as we were going to get today. Common river species such as Cocoi 
Heron,  White-winged Swallow,  Muscovy Duck, and Greater Ani were in attendance, while a pair of 
Festive Amazons  perched up for the first  lifer of the morning. The strong winds were keeping birds 
down, but we still managed to quickly pick up a couple of river island specialists in Leaden Antwren, 
Klages’ Antwren and  Black-crested Antshrike,  along  with  trip  birds  like  Black-fronted Nunbird, 
Glittering-throated Emerald, Orange-fronted Yellow-Finch and Band-tailed Nighthawk. Turning the 
corner into the Lago da Arraia, we saw a  Rufescent Tiger-Heron and an  Osprey flying high over the 
turbulent waters. A narrow channel at the far end had pairs of Rusty-backed Spinetail and Amazonian 
Tyrannulet, along with a female Black-chinned Antbird and another couple of Sungrebes. 

We had been ignoring the insistent 
drizzle  for  some  time  now,  but 
before long it became apparent that 
the  rain  had  returned.  Thinking  it 
might pass through, we rolled down 
the flaps  of our  boat’s canopy and 
waited  it  out  a  bit.  A few minutes 
passed  with  no  change,  so  we 
carried  on  a  distance,  startling  a 
young Agami Heron as we rounded 
a  bend  in  the  channel.  Loath  to 
admit  defeat  as the rain continued, 
we  headed  for  another  side  creek 
which I believed could be a bit more 
sheltered. Again, all we found here 
was  another  young  Agami  Heron 
before the rain seemed to intensify. 
Soaked thoroughly, a quick poll was 
taken  and  we  elected  to  return  to 
Novo Airão where a  cup of coffee 
and  a  second  breakfast  were 
welcome  indeed.  We  dripped  our 
way  back  to  the  rooms  to  take  a 

break and hope the weather would clear before returning to the river islands again later on.

Mid-afternoon found us heading out once again to the same channel in the river islands, this time under 
cloudy skies but without rain. We kicked things off with a territorial  Streak-throated Hermit  which 
came in close to investigate my tape. Nearby a male Blackish-gray Antshrike played ball, sitting still for 
quite some time while we watched him sing. Further ahead we called in a Zimmer’s Woodcreeper, Sally 
spotted an awesome male  Wire-tailed Manakin for us, and then we lured in a pair of  Buff-breasted 
Wrens, all at the same spot. A bit of work with the tape produced two Scale-breasted Woodpeckers on 
the opposite side of the channel, and accompanying them was an adult Ringed Woodpecker, a bit of a 
surprise. Finally we also got a reply from the desired Ash-breasted Antbird, and after a bit of hide and 



seek everyone had views of the pair - while looking for the male we were distracted by the nest-building  
activies of the Buff-breasted Wrens, and also by a nearby pair of Pink River Dolphins fishing in the calm 
waters near our boat.

In the Lago da Arraia we found Yellow-billed Tern,  Orange-fronted Yellow-Finch, a flyover flock of 
Black-bellied Whistling-Ducks, several  Fork-tailed Flycatchers,  Roadside Hawk and  Great Black-
Hawk.  Sally's  sharp eyes  came through once again when she picked out  a  distant  Brown-throated 
Three-toed Sloth. A Squirrel Cuckoo sallying out after winged termites was an odd sight to behold; the 
termite hatch, likely induced by the morning's rain, also had dozens of Band-tailed Nighthawks up and 
active a good while before dusk, and also joining them was a fabulous Ladder-tailed Nightjar which we 
were able to watch for a long time as it hawked termites quite gracefully, a contrast to the jerky, bouncy  
motion of the Band-taileds. Some Barn Swallows were heading to roost in partially submerged bushes in 
the middle of the lake. We too needed to start heading back to base, and thus we said goodbye to the  
serene  lake  and  started  to  work  our  way  back  to  Noro  Airão,  watching  hundreds  of  Band-tailed 
Nighthawks in the sky above us along the way. A Gray River Dolphin was a nice highlight back in the 
river's primary channel.

We had a suprisingly delicious dinner at an unassuming local restaurant where a live band was playing to 
celebrate the launch of the new website for the Anavilhanas National Park, a meal which included one of 
the best steaks I've had anywhere in Brazil.

Blackish-gray Antshrike (Thamnophilus nigrocinereus), Anavilhanas archipelago, Amazonas, Brazil

November 2nd: With our fingers crossed for drier weather, we set out again with our river pilot Sebastião,  
headed for the islands of the Anavilhanas archipelago. We had a few more target species in mind, and to 
that end started once again in the first main channel downstream from Novo Airão. The voices of the 
specialties rang out as we slowly navigated the channel:  Black-crested  and  Blackish-gray Antshrike, 
Klages' Antwren,  Ash-breasted and Black-chinned Antbird. We had a half dozen Leaden Antwrens 
on the morning, along with tens of flyover Festive Parrots in addition to a few which perched up for us 
to watch from the boat. A side trip down tiny log-choked channel didn't get us very far, but we did get  
Striped,  Long-billed,  Zimmer's,  and  Straight-billed  Woodcreepers,  a  photogenic  Green-tailed 
Jacamar, a Green Ibis, a pair of American Pygmy Kingfishers, and a backlit Crane Hawk perched in 
the canopy which caused some confusion at first. A stop at a short trail into the igapó forest was fairly 



quiet aside from a couple of Blue-headed Parrots, a distant heard-only Tropical Gnatcatcher singing on 
the other side of an isolated blackwater lagoon, and best of all, a Snethlage's Tody-Tyrant of the vocally 
distinctive  pallens race,  widely  considered  to  be a  future  'split'  in  the  waiting.  We saw a couple  of 
individuals as they flitted intermittently between vine tangles in the middle storey. 

Green-tailed Jacamar (Galbula galbula), Anavilhanas archipelago, Amazonas, Brazil

Our destination was a quiet road through disturbed tall  forest which we had dubbed the dump track. 
Screaming Pihas were sounding off all around us as we began to walk the track in the late morning heat.  
A leafless emergent at the edge of the track was a productive first stop, where we had a trio of Paradise 
Jacamars, and a little group of  White-browed Purpletufts which were hurrying about in the treetop. 
After watching them for a little while in the telescope, we realized they were building a shallow cup-like 
nest from spiderwebs and other silky materials on one of the branches. The highest branch of the tree was  
occupied intermittently by an Olive-sided Flycatcher, a boreal migrant. A bout of pygmy-owl imitations 
brought in a pair of Short-billed Honeycreepers, along with a Rufous-bellied Euphonia. Eventually we 
also managed to get the scope onto a tiny Yellow-browed Tody-Flycatcher which had been calling since 
our arrival at the spot. Better still was a male Fiery-tailed Awlbill, our second individual in less than a 
week, which arrived to perch up for a while, interested in the source of the pygmy-owl calls.

Carrying on, we stopped beside a thicket to work on a  Cercomacra antbird which turned out to be a 
Dusky Antbird, although it was quickly followed by a female Blackish Antbird in the same area. Some 
loud whistles off-track indicated the presence of Blue-backed Manakins, and we set about finding a hole 
in the vegetation to see a male in the scope, which actually didn't take too long. The forest began to thin  
out as we reached a small community, and the birds began to take on a more anthropic flavour: Yellow-
tufted Woodpeckers, Swallow-wing, Black-tailed Tityras, Silver-beaked Tanager and Smooth-billed 
Ani. A soft but distinctive 'bock' call from the canopy betrayed the presence of Pompadour Cotingas, but 
we didn't get much more than flight views this time as three, possibly four birds were present, chasing one 
another about at canopy height. 

With our energy waning a bit in the mid-day heat, we turned back to return to the van, a cold drink on our  
minds. On the way back we picked up a White-crowned Manakin, a pair of Pied Puffbirds, Boat-billed 
Flycatcher, and a White-eyed Tody-Tyrant of the nominate race which caused a bit of confusion at first 



over its different song from birds of the left bank of the rio Negro. We returned to Novo Airão for a short  
break before heading out on the river again.

This afternoon Sebastião took us downstream to an igarapé on the right bank of the rio Negro known to 
me as the Igarapé Najatuba (but also called Fazendinha). The beautiful, perfectly still, black waters of this 
side creek are worth a visit in and of themselves, but we hoped to find a few birds here too. We left the  
hotel under heavy thunderclouds, but skies were clearer downstream and we hoped to outpace the rain. As 
it turned out, it clouded over at Najatuba as well, but we had only a bit of drizzle, then a short spell of 
light rain before it cleared up again. Birdwise it was very quiet at first, but after the rain passed we started 
to see a few birds, including Short-tailed Parrot, Sungrebe, Black Caracara, a trio of Pied Puffbirds, 
and a few Plumbeous Kites. There were plenty of Black-fronted Nunbirds along the forested edges of 
the igarapé,  along with  White-winged and  Southern Rough-winged Swallows,  and  Brown-chested 
Martins.  We saw singles  of  both  Paradise and  Bronzy Jacamar,  and had brief  views of  a pair  of 
Lafresnaye's Piculet. A stop at the far end of the igarapé turned out to have a little mixed flock, the best 
bits being a pair of Chestnut Woodpeckers, a Golden-green Woodpecker,  White-crowned Manakin, 
Black-tailed Tityra, and a Gilded Barbet which sang insistently from the treetops but refused to show 
itself. 

Dusk was approaching,  so we had to give up on the barbet to return to town. On the way out of the 
igarapé  we had a  Yellow-headed Caracara,  Spotted Sandpiper,  and a single  Common Nighthawk 
flying above the fifty or so Band-tailed Nighthawks.

November 3rd:  We left the hotel quite early this morning to arrive at our birding road – which we had 
dubbed the 'dump track' a couple of days earlier – at dawn. We were hearing a number of species singing 
as we walked through the disturbed tall forest, including Amazonian Motmot, Yellow-browed Antbird, 
Plain-winged Antshrike, Forest Elaenia, and Yellow-billed Jacamar. The first birds we saw were a trio 
of Ivory-billed Aracaris, which was a lifer for all present. The aracaris were visiting a fruiting tree which 
we soon realized was attracting a number of species for an early morning snack:  Amazonian Trogon, 
Spangled Cotinga, Chestnut Woodpecker, Golden-headed Manakin, several Gilded Barbets (a relief 
after  struggling  with  the  singing  bird  the  previous  afternoon),  at  least  two  pairs  of  Short-billed 
Honeycreepers,  Green Honeycreeper,  Flame-crested Tanager,  Yellow-backed Tanager, and perhaps 
best of all, a singing male Dotted Tanager. A passing mixed flock had a Yellow-throated Woodpecker, a 
pair of Olivaceous Woodcreeper of the amazonus race, and heard-only Ringed Woodpecker and White-
flanked  Antwren.  Small  groups  of  Orange-winged  Parrots  passed  overhead  throughout  the  early 
morning, along with one group of four Mealy Parrots. Another mixed flock had a Black-tailed Trogon 
pair, a vocal  Fulvous Shrike-Tanager,  Dusky-capped Greenlet,  Spot-backed Antwren,  and  White-
fronted Nunbirds. In the undergrowth we heard but couldn't see a singing Musician Wren, but we did 
get onto a pair of  Ruddy Spinetails in compensation. On the return to the van we had Slender-footed 
Tyrannulet, a Double-toothed Kite, and we finally saw Plain-winged Antshrike for the first time.

We returned to the hotel to indulge in their great breakfast spread (getting our money's worth, to be sure!), 
before packing up the van and checking out. 

The plan was to bird our way back to Manaus, focusing on exploring some new areas around Novo Airão. 
I wanted to return to watch the fruiting tree we had found earlier in the morning, but a short vigil in the  
hot sun there yielded nothing except a few Screaming Pihas and a few Black Vultures soaring overhead, 
though a lone King Vulture amongst them caused a bit of excitement.

Then it was on to the Ramal dos Amigos, colloquially known (by at least 3 people) as the 'Seal Track'. 
The habitat here was mostly cut-up at first, but in a patch of taller forest we heard the calls of some 
Turquoise Tanagers, so we stopped to have a look. Setting the scope up in the only available patch of 
shade, we watched a mixed flock move through at the forest edge, led by a couple of vocal  Yellow-
throated Flycatchers. Accompanying them were Red-eyed and Black-whiskered Vireos, Opal-rumped 
Tanagers (at least 6 of them), Spot-backed Antwren, Forest Elaenia, Rufous-bellied Euphonia, Buff-
throated Woodcreeper,  Purple Honeycreeper,  Squirrel Cuckoo,  Pygmy Antwren,  Yellow-margined 



Flycatcher,  Yellow-backed Tanagers, and several Black-tailed Tityras. A side track led through better 
forest, and even though it was mid-day now we decided to explore a bit further. There wasn't much going 
on, though we caught the tail end of a big canopy flock, seeing Dusky-capped Greenlet, White-necked 
Jacobin, White-vented Euphonia, Rufous-bellied Euphonia, and Fulvous Shrike-Tanager. 

Time to move on, as we wanted to arrive in Manaus in good time to rest up before an early start the  
following day. The drive went smoothly and traffic was mostly fairly light until  just before Manaus, 
meaning we had time to make a combined ice cream and birding stop at the bridge over the Rio Ariaú. 
Amongst more common riverine species here, we had a few new birds including our first seen  Boat-
billed  Flycatcher,  Gray-chested  Greenlet,  Black-billed  Thrush,  Grayish  Saltator,  Red-capped 
Cardinal, and Barred Antshrike.

Traffic was picking up a bit, so we hit the road for the final stretch, arriving at our cozy bed and breakfast-
type hotel not far from the city centre by late afternoon. After checking in and getting settled, we headed  
to a nearby restaurant for an early dinner and checklist, allowing us to retire for our early start the next 
morning.

November 4th: We were awake well before dawn this morning, and the unwelcome sound of thunderclaps 
greeted us as we arose. Not a good sign, but as we gathered on the sidewalk in front of our hotel to load 
into a waiting van, we were hopeful that perhaps the worst of the rain had passed. The plan for today was 
to bird the river islands of the Rio Solimões, better known outside of Brazil as the Amazon river. We had 
only the one day to try to find the specialty birds which live only on the islands of 'white-water' rivers in  
the Amazon basin, so we were hopeful that the weather would co-operate. 

In  short:  it  didn't.  We boarded our  covered speedboat  under  dark  pre-dawn skies  punctuated  by  the  
occasional  distant  flash  of  lightning,  and  undertook  the  45  minute  ride  to  the  Marchantaria  island 
upstream from Manaus along the Solimões as dawn began to break, revealing very grey skies. We landed 
at Marchantaria at dawn, hopping out onto the muddy banks of the island, ready to start birding. We 
quickly picked up one of our target birds, a singing pair of Lesser Horneros. Flocks of Festive Parrots 
were streaming past overhead, leaving roosting areas on the island to start their day. A few other common 
birds were around, including  Chestnut-bellied Seedeater and  Orange-fronted Yellow-Finch. A single 
Black Skimmer  flew past the island. And then it started to rain. And rain it did! We returned to our 
covered boat for a cup of coffee and a bite to eat while we waited to see what the weather might do. A 
fairly strong wind had come up as well, so our pilot took us to a more sheltered spot along the river island 
where we tied up to ride out the storm. 

After about an hour it was abundantly clear that the rain was going nowhere, and while the wind and 
stormy bit had subsided, a steady rain had taken hold and would continue throughout the morning. We 
decided that a change of plans was needed. Since this was the only day we had allotted for the white-
water river islands, we couldn't scrub it entirely, so we chose to head to the Lago Janauari, a long oxbow  
lake not too far from Marchantaria. At least at Janauari the waters would be calmer, and we could use the  
boat to bird the muddy shorelines and quieter recesses of the lagoon. Here we wouldn't find much in 
terms of new birds for the trip, but Janauari made up for that with remarkable numbers of a handful of  
species of waterbirds.  Wattled Jacanas were perhaps first and foremost – my estimated count came to 
roughly 1000 individuals!  We also had many  Striated  and  Rufescent Tiger-Herons,  all  three white 
egrets, quite a few Limpkins and Green Ibises, flocks of Red-breasted Blackbirds on the shores and in 
scrub near the water, several  Osprey, a couple of  Black-collared Hawks, a few  Gray-necked Wood-
Rails (Sally causing near – heart attacks on a couple of occasions when she called them as crakes!), and  
quite a few  Solitary Sandpipers, on group of which had a couple of  Greater Yellowlegs and  White-
rumped Sandpipers mixed in with them. Other sightings included flocks of  Orange-fronted Yellow-
Finches and smaller groups of  Lined Seedeaters.  When the rain finally eased a bit, we stopped at a 
floating restaurant with an elevated boardwalk into the varzea forest behind it, leading to a quiet oxbow 
where we were able to see some impressive Giant  Water Lilies.  There were also a few birds about,  
including more than a dozen  Hoatzin, some  Tui Parakeets, a pair of  Crimson-crested Woodpecker, 



Spot-breasted  Woodpecker,  Long-billed  Woodcreeper,  Straight-billed  Woodcreeper,  Chestnut-
fronted Macaw, and Black-crowned Night-Herons. 

Happy that we were able to leave the confines of our boat without getting soaked, we decided there was 
still time to race back to Marchantaria to try to salvage some of the island specialties in the last couple of 
hours of daylight. Low water levels meant we couldn't get to some of the usual birding spots by boat, and 
thus we landed on the banks of the island's downstream end, scrambling up in the soft mud to a small  
homestead where a family was working together to mend the roof of their  house.  Lesser Horneros 
watched them carefully, and moments after asking permission to bird in the area we kicked up the first of  
our targets, a brilliant pair of the handsome  Oriole Blackbird. Setting up the scope overlooking some 
marshes in the middle distance allowed us to find both Purple and Azure Gallinule, and we managed to 
call  a  Red-and-white Spinetail close enough for scope views. A single  Roseate Spoonbill was seen 
distantly in flight, while a pair of  Scarlet Macaws were a bit closer for rather spectacular flight views 
despite the distance. A small stand of  Cecropia nearby held a couple of  Orange-backed Troupials, a 
single Brownish Elaenia, a day-roosting Common Potoo, Amazonian Grayish Saltator, the island race 
of Streaked Flycatcher, Social Flycatcher, Bicoloured Conebill and a Glittering-throated Emerald. A 
trio of Spot-breasted Woodpeckers and a pair Little Woodpeckers were all seen through the scope.

The soft mud kept us from getting much closer to the marsh, so we elected to try a tall stand of cecropias  
on the other side of the homestead. The rain continued as a light drizzle, and it was perhaps unsurprising  
that there wasn't much activity in the forest. We did manage to call in both Straight-billed and Zimmer's 
Woodcreepers for comparative views, and we also saw  River Tyrannulet,  Orange-headed Tanager, 
Bicoloured Conebill, and a leader-only Hooded Tanager. Unfortunately that was all we found before it 
was time to return to the boat, as our pilot didn't want to navigate the entire return trip to Manaus under  
darkness. Just before slipping down the bank to the boat, however, we pulled out an 11th – hour White-
bellied Spinetail in a nearby bush, a pair of them in fact. 

We returned to Manaus as darkness began to fall, arriving in time to experience the increasingly-famous 
Manaus traffic, getting stuck in a rather ridiculous jam which took about an hour to navigate. We arrived  
at the hotel damp and exhausted from a long day, heading to bed as early as possible as we had another 
pre-dawn start tomorrow!

November 5th:  Another very early start today, this time to make the drive north to the famous ZF-2 
canopy tower in the Cuieiras reserve administered by INPA, the Brazilian Institute for Amazon Research.  
The heavy rains of the previous day meant that the access road was very slippery, and our driver had to  
take great care to get us to the trailhead without getting stuck or slipping off the mud track. That meant we 
arrived a little later than we had hoped, but we still were up the tower in good time to watch the morning  
unfold above the forest canopy, a privileged view and an unrivalled way to bird the terra firme forest. The 
soft hooting songs of both  Variegated and  Spotted Antpittas rang out below us, while pairs of both 
Blue-and-yellow and Scarlet Macaws came and went noisily around us. Parrots were generally in good 
supply this morning, and we saw the aforementioned macaws, Red-lored Parrots, Blue-headed Parrot, 
Golden-winged Parakeet, Dusky Parrot, Caica Parrot, and Red-fan Parrot. Scanning distant treetops 
for raptors turned up at least a half dozen different White Hawks, a Great Black-Hawk, and a treefull of 
Swallow-tailed Kites, but little else. Closer to the tower, we had Pompadour Cotinga, (six of them on 
the  day),  Spangled  Cotinga, White-throated and  Channel-billed  Toucans,  Paradise  Jacamar, 
Guianan Trogon,  Black-tailed Trogon,  Green-backed Trogon, a pair of  Red-necked Woodpeckers, 
Black-eared Fairy, another fabulous male Fiery-tailed Awlbill, Yellow-tufted Woodpecker, and Green 
Oropendola. A mixed flock which passed the tower a couple of times over the course of the morning was 
being  led  by  Yellow-throated  Flycatchers,  and  included  Opal-rumped,  Fulvous-crested,  Flame-
crested, Yellow-backed, and Spotted Tanagers, Pink-throated Becard, Forest and Gray Elaenia, Red-
legged,  Green,  and  Short-billed Honeycreepers,  Yellow-green Grosbeak,  White-lored Tyrannulet, 
and a couple of others. 



Red-legged Honeycreeper (Cyanerpes cyaneus), ZF2 canopy tower, Manaus, Brazil

It was quite a steamy morning, but a bit of cloud cover meant we were comfortable atop the tower until 
nearly mid-day. As usual, there were some lulls in activity, and this morning was apparently a visitation  
day for prospective students interested in studying at INPA. The tower is quite wide and spacious, so the 
students didn't disturb us much, but they also weren't pointing out any birds for us either! Near mid-day 
the sun began to burn through the clouds above, and activity dropped off significantly. Only a couple of 
Band-rumped Swifts, a trio of Green Aracaris, and a Black-bellied Cuckoo were stirring. At noon we 
decided to pack it in, climbing down to the forest floor where things were  a bit cooler. Here we called in  
a Great Jacamar which had been singing around the tower for a while, and as we worked to show it to  
Richard, Sally spied a handsome Spotted Puffbird sitting quietly above the trail. Pleased with that, we 
headed back to the trailhead where we had a bit of a picnic lunch before returning to Manaus by mid-
afternoon. A tasty dinner at a restaurant specializing in local Amazonian dishes in the upscale Vieiralves 
neighbourhood was a lovely way to end the Amazonas leg of our trip. 



Systematic Bird List

The  following  list  reflects  our  observations  from 27  October  to  5  November  2013.  Taxonomy  and 
nomenclature  follows  the  10th  edition  of  the  official  Brazilian  checklist  maintained  by  the  Comitê 
Brasileiro de Registros Ornitológicos and available online at  www.cbro.org.br. Species that were heard 
only are marked with an asterisk, while species that were seen or heard only by the tour leader are marked 
with a double asterisk. 

TINAMOUS (TINAMIDAE)

Great Tinamou (Tinamus major) 
* Undulated Tinamou (Crypturellus undulatus) 
* Variegated Tinamou (Crypturellus variegatus) 

DUCKS, GEESE & SWANS (ANATIDAE)

Black-bellied Whistling-Duck (Dendrocygna autumnalis) 
Muscovy Duck (Cairina moschata) 
Brazilian Teal (Amazonetta brasiliensis)

GUANS & ALLIES (CRACIDAE)

Little Chachalaca (Ortalis motmot)
Marail Guan (Penelope marail) 
Black Curassow (Crax alector)

GREBES (PODICIPEDIDAE)

Least Grebe (Tachybaptus dominicus)

CORMORANTS (PHALACROCORACIDAE)

Neotropical Cormorant (Phalacrocorax brasilianus) 

ANHINGAS (ANHINGIDAE)

Anhinga (Anhinga anhinga) 

HERONS, EGRETS & BITTERNS (ARDEIDAE)

Rufescent Tiger-Heron (Tigrisoma lineatum)
Agami Heron (Agamia agami)
Black-crowned Night-Heron (Nycticorax nycticorax) 
Striated Heron (Butorides striata)
Cattle Egret (Bubulcus ibis)
Cocoi Heron (Ardea cocoi) 
Great Egret (Ardea alba) 
Capped Heron (Pilherodius pilherodius) 
Snowy Egret (Egretta thula)

IBIS AND SPOONBILLS (THRESKIORNITHIDAE)

Green Ibis (Mesembrinibis cayennensis)
Roseate Spoonbill (Platalea ajaja) 

http://www.cbro.org.br/


NEW WORLD VULTURES (CATHARTIDAE)

Black Vulture (Coragyps atratus) 
Turkey Vulture (Cathartes aura)
Lesser Yellow-headed Vulture (Cathartes burrovianus) 
Greater Yellow-headed Vulture (Cathartes melambrotus)
King Vulture (Sarcoramphus papa) 

OSPREY (PANDIONIDAE)

Osprey (Pandion haliaetus) 

HAWK, KITES & ALLIES (ACCIPITRIDAE)

Swallow-tailed Kite (Elanoides forficatus) 
Snail Kite (Rostrhamus sociabilis) 
Double-toothed Kite (Harpagus bidentatus) 
Plumbeous Kite (Ictinia plumbea) 
Crane Hawk (Geranospiza caerulescens) 
White Hawk (Leucopternis albicollis) 
Great Black-Hawk (Buteogallus urubitinga) 
Savanna Hawk (Heterospizias meridionalis)  
Black-collared Hawk (Busarellus nigricollis) 
Roadside Hawk (Rupornis magnirostris)
Gray-lined Hawk (Buteo nitidus) 
Short-tailed Hawk (Buteo brachyurus) 
Harpy Eagle (Harpia harpyja) 

FALCONS AND CARACARAS (FALCONIDAE)

Black Caracara (Daptrius ater) 
Red-throated Caracara (Ibycter americanus) 
Southern Caracara (Caracara plancus) 
Yellow-headed Caracara (Milvago chimachima) 
Laughing Falcon (Herpetotheres cachinnans) 
Barred Forest-Falcon (Micrastur ruficollis) 
* Collared Forest-Falcon (Micrastur semitorquatus) 
Bat Falcon (Falco rufigularis) 

LIMPKIN (ARAMIDAE)

Limpkin (Aramus guarauna) 

RAILS, GALLINULES & COOTS (RALLIDAE)

Gray-necked Wood-Rail (Aramides cajanea) 
* Gray-breasted Crake (Laterallus exilis) 
Purple Gallinule (Porphyrio martinica) 
Azure Gallinule (Porphyrio flavirostris) 

FINFOOTS (HELIORNITHIDAE)

Sungrebe (Heliornis fulica) 

SUNBITTERN (EURYPYGIDAE)



Sunbittern (Eurypyga helias) 

PLOVERS AND LAPWINGS (CHARADRIIDAE)

Southern Lapwing (Vanellus chilensis) 

SANDPIPERS (SCOLOPACIDAE)

Greater Yellowlegs (Tringa melanoleuca) 
Solitary Sandpiper (Tringa solitaria) 
Spotted Sandpiper (Actitis macularius) 
White-rumped Sandpiper (Calidris fuscicollis)

JACANAS (JACANIDAE)

Wattled Jacana (Jacana jacana) 

TERNS (STERNIDAE)

Yellow-billed Tern (Sternula superciliaris) 
Large-billed Tern (Phaetusa simplex) 

SKIMMERS (RYNCHOPIDAE)

Black Skimmer (Rynchops niger) 

PIGEONS AND DOVES (COLUMBIDAE)

Common Ground-Dove (Columbina passerina) 
Ruddy Ground-Dove (Columbina minuta) 
Feral Pigeon (Columba livia) 
Scaled Pigeon (Patagioenas speciosa) 
Pale-vented Pigeon (Patagioenas cayennensis) 
Plumbeous Pigeon (Patagioenas plumbea) 
Ruddy Pigeon (Patagioenas subvinacea) 
White-tipped Dove (Leptotila verreauxi) 
Gray-fronted Dove (Leptotila rufaxilla) 

PARROTS (PSITTACIDAE)

Blue-and-yellow Macaw (Ara ararauna) 
Scarlet Macaw (Ara macao) 
Red-and-green Macaw (Ara chloropterus) 
Chestnut-fronted Macaw (Ara severus) 
Red-bellied Macaw (Orthopsittaca manilata) 
White-eyed Parakeet (Aratinga leucophthalma) 
Painted Parakeet (Pyrrhura picta) 
Canary-winged Parakeet (Brotogeris versicolorus) 
Golden-winged Parakeet (Brotogeris chrysoptera) 
Tui Parakeet (Brotogeris sanctithomae) 
Sapphire-rumped Parrotlet (Touit purpuratus) 
Orange-cheeked Parrot (Pyrilia barrabandi) 
Caica Parrot (Pyrilia caica) 
Short-tailed Parrot (Graydidascalus brachyurus) 
Blue-headed Parrot (Pionus menstruus) 
Dusky Parrot (Pionus fuscus) 



Festive Parrot (Amazona festiva)  
Mealy Parrot (Amazona farinosa) 
Orange-winged Parrot (Amazona amazonica) 
Red-lored Parrot (Amazona autumnalis)  
Red-fan Parrot (Deroptyus accipitrinus) 

HOATZIN (OPISTHOCOMIDAE)

Hoatzin (Opisthocomus hoazin)

CUCKOOS (CUCULIDAE)

Squirrel Cuckoo (Piaya cayana)
Black-bellied Cuckoo (Piaya melanogaster)
Greater Ani (Crotophaga major)
Smooth-billed Ani (Crotophaga ani)
Striped Cuckoo (Tapera naevia)

OWLS (STRIGIDAE)

Amazonian Pygmy-Owl (Glaucidium hardyi)

POTOOS (NYCTIBIIDAE)

Common Potoo (Nyctibius griseus)

NIGHTJARS (CAPRIMULGIDAE)

Short-tailed Nighthawk (Lurocalis semitorquatus)
Lesser Nighthawk (Chordeiles acutipennis)
Common Nighthawk (Chordeiles minor)
Band-tailed Nighthawk (Nyctiprogne leucopyga)
Blackish Nightjar (Caprimulgus nigrescens)
Ladder-tailed Nightjar (Hydropsalis climacocerca)

SWIFTS (APODIDAE)

Band-rumped Swift (Chaetura spinicauda)
Chapman's Swift (Chaetura chapmani)
Short-tailed Swift (Chaetura brachyura)
Fork-tailed Palm-Swift (Tachornis squamata)

HUMMINGBIRDS (TROCHILIDAE)

Streak-throated Hermit (Phaethornis rupurumii)
Straight-billed Hermit (Phaethornis bourcieri)
Long-tailed Hermit (Phaethornis superciliosus)
Gray-breasted Sabrewing (Campylopterus largipennis)
White-necked Jacobin (Florisuga mellivora)
Fiery-tailed Awlbill (Avocettula recurvirostris)
Crimson Topaz (Topaza pella)
Blue-tailed Emerald (Chlorostilbon mellisugus)
Fork-tailed Woodnymph (Thalurania furcata)
Glittering-throated Emerald (Amazilia fimbriata)
Black-eared Fairy (Heliothryx auritus)



TROGONS & QUETZALS (TROGONIDAE)

Black-tailed Trogon (Trogon melanurus)
Green-backed Trogon (Trogon viridis)
Guianan Trogon (Trogon violaceus)
Amazonian Trogon (Trogon ramonianus)
* Collared Trogon (Trogon collaris)

KINGFISHERS (ALCEDINIDAE)

Ringed Kingfisher (Megaceryle torquatus)
Amazon Kingfisher (Chloroceryle amazona)
Green Kingfisher (Chloroceryle americana)
American Pygmy Kingfisher (Chloroceryle aenea)

MOTMOTS (MOMOTIDAE)

Amazonian Motmot (Momotus momota)

JACAMARS (GALBULIDAE)

Yellow-billed Jacamar (Galbula albirostris)
Green-tailed Jacamar (Galbula galbula)
Bronzy Jacamar (Galbula leucogastra)
Paradise Jacamar (Galbula dea)
Great Jacamar (Jacamerops aureus) 

PUFFBIRDS (BUCCONIDAE)

* White-necked Puffbird (Notharchus hyperrhynchus)
Guianan Puffbird (Notharchus macrorhynchos)
Pied Puffbird (Notharchus tectus)
Spotted Puffbird (Bucco tamatia)
Black Nunbird (Monasa atra)
Black-fronted Nunbird (Monasa nigrifrons)
* White-fronted Nunbird (Monasa morpheous)
Swallow-wing (Chelidoptera tenebrosa)

BARBETS (CAPITONIDAE)

Black-spotted Barbet (Capito niger)
Gilded Barbet (Capito auratus)

TOUCANS (RAMPHASTIDAE)

Channel-billed Toucan (Ramphastos vitellinus)
White-throated Toucan (Ramphastos tucanus)
Guianan Toucanet (Selenidera piperivora)
Chestnut-eared Aracari (Pteroglossus castanotis)
Green Aracari (Pteroglossus viridis)
Ivory-billed Aracari (Pteroglossus azara)
Black-necked Aracari (Pteroglossus aracari)

WOODPECKERS (PICIDAE)



Lafresnaye's Piculet (Picumnus lafresnayi)
* Golden-spangled Piculet (Picumnus exilis)
Yellow-tufted Woodpecker (Melanerpes cruentatus)
Golden-collared Woodpecker (Veniliornis cassini)
Little Woodpecker (Veniliornis passerinus)
Yellow-throated Woodpecker (Piculus flavigula)
Golden-green Woodpecker (Piculus chrysochloros)
Spot-breasted Woodpecker (Colaptes punctigula)
Waved Woodpecker (Celeus undatus)
Scaly-breasted Woodpecker (Celeus grammicus)
Chestnut Woodpecker (Celeus elegans)
Ringed Woodpecker (Celeus torquatus)
Lineated Woodpecker (Dryocopus lineatus)
Red-necked Woodpecker (Campephilus rubricollis)
Crimson-crested Woodpecker (Campephilus melanoleucos)

TYPICAL ANTBIRDS (THAMNOPHILIDAE)

* Fasciated Antshrike (Cymbilaimus lineatus)
Black-crested Antshrike (Sakesphorus canadensis)
Barred Antshrike (Thamnophilus doliatus)
Mouse-coloured Antshrike (Thamnophilus murinus)
Plain-winged Antshrike (Thamnophilus schistaceus)
Blackish-gray Antshrike (Thamnophilus nigrocinereus)
Northern Slaty-Antshrike (Thamnophilus punctatus)
Dusky-throated Antshrike (Thamnomanes ardesiacus)
* Cinereous Antshrike (Thamnomanes caesius)
** Spot-winged Antshrike (Pygiptila stellaris)
Pygmy Antwren (Myrmotherula brachyura)
Klage's Antwren (Myrmotherula klagesi)
White-flanked Antwren Myrmotherula axillaris)
Leaden Antwren (Myrmotherula assimilis)
Spot-backed Antwren (Herpsilochmus dorsimaculatus)
Ash-winged Antwren (Terenura spodioptila)
Blackish Antbird (Cercomacra nigrescens)
* Gray Antbird (Cercomacra cinerascens)
Dusky Antbird (Cercomacra tyrannina)
Willis' Antbird (Cercomacra laeta)
Ash-breasted Antbird (Myrmoborus lugubris)
Black-faced Antbird (Myrmoborus myotherinus)
Guianan Warbling-Antbird (Hypocnemis cantator)
Yellow-browed Antbird (Hypocnemis hypoxantha)
Black-chinned Antbird (Hypocnemoides melanopogon)
Black-headed Antbird (Percnostola rufifrons)
** Spot-winged Antbird (Schistocichla leucostigma)
Ferruginous-backed Antbird (Myrmeciza ferruginea)
Black-throated Antbird (Myrmeciza atrothorax)
* Rufous-throated Antbird (Gymnopithys rufigula)
Spot-backed Antbird (Hylophylax naevius)

GNATEATERS (CONOPOPHAGIDAE)

** Chestnut-belted Gnateater (Conopophaga aurita)

ANTPITTAS (GRALLARIDAE)



* Variegated Antpitta (Grallaria varia)
* Spotted Antpitta (Hylopezus macularius)

LEAFTOSSERS (SCLERURIDAE)

* Short-billed Leaftosser (Sclerurus rufigularis)

WOODCREEPERS (DENDROCOLAPTIDAE)

Olivaceous Woodcreeper (Sittasomus griseicapillus)
Wedge-billed Woodcreeper (Glyphorhynchus spirurus)
Long-billed Woodcreeper (Nasica longirostris)
Cinnamon-throated Woodcreeper (Dendrexetastes rufigula)
Black-banded Woodcreeper (Dendrocolaptes picumnus)
Straight-billed Woodcreeper (Dendroplex picus)
Zimmer's Woodcreeper (Dendroplex kienerii)
Chestnut-rumped Woodcreeper (Xiphorhynchus pardalotus)
Striped Woodcreeper (Xiphorhynchus obsoletus)
* Buff-throated Woodcreeper (Xiphorhynchus guttatus)
Lineated Woodcreeper (Lepidocolaptes albolineatus)
Curve-billed Scythebill (Campylorhamphus procurvoides)

OVENBIRDS (FURNARIIDAE)

Lesser Hornero (Furnarius minor)
Ruddy Spinetail (Synallaxis rutilans)
White-bellied Spinetail (Synallaxis propinqua)
Rusty-backed Spinetail (Cranioleuca vulpina)
* Speckled Spinetail (Cranioleuca gutturata)
Yellow-chinned Spinetail (Certhiaxis cinnamomeus)
Red-and-white Spinetail (Certhiaxis mustelinus)
Point-tailed Palmcreeper (Berlepschia rikeri)
Rufous-tailed Foliage-gleaner (Philydor ruficaudatum)
* Buff-throated Foliage-gleaner (Automolus ochrolaemus)
Olive-backed Foliage-gleaner (Automolus infuscatus)
Plain Xenops (Xenops minutus)

TYRANT FLYCATCHERS (TYRANNIDAE)

Ochre-bellied Flycatcher (Mionectes oleagineus)
MacConnell's Flycatcher (Mionectes macconnelli)
Double-banded Pygmy-Tyrant (Lophotriccus vitiosus)
Snethlage's Tody-Tyrant (Hemitriccus minor)
* White-eyed Tody-Tyrant (Hemitriccus zosterops)
Pelzeln's Tody-Tyrant (Hemitriccus inornatus)
Short-tailed Pygmy-Tyrant (Myiornis ecaudatus)
Spotted Tody-Flycatcher (Todirostrum maculatum)
Painted Tody-Flycatcher (Todirostrum pictum)
Yellow-browed Tody-Flycatcher (Todirostrum chrysocrotaphum)
Yellow-crowned Tyrannulet (Tyrannulus elatus)
Forest Elaenia (Myiopagis gaimardii)
Gray Elaenia (Myiopagis caniceps)
Brownish Elaenia (Elaenia pelzelni)
White-lored Tyrannulet (Ornithion inerme)
Southern Beardless-Tyrannulet (Camptostoma obsoletum)



River Tyrannulet (Serpophaga hypoleuca)
Mouse-coloured Tyrannulet (Phaeomyias murina)
Guianan Tyrannulet (Zimmerius acer)
Olive-green Tyrannulet (Phylloscartes virescens)
Amazonian Tyrannulet (Inezia subflava)
Yellow-margined Flycatcher (Tolmomyias assimilis)
* Gray-crowned Flycatcher (Tolmomyias poliocephalus)
White-crested Spadebill (Platyrinchus platyrhynchos)
** Amazonian Royal Flycatcher (Onychorhynchus coronatus)
* Ruddy-tailed Flycatcher (Terenotriccus erythrurus)
* Euler's Flycatcher (Lathrotriccus euleri)
Olive-sided Flycatcher (Contopus cooperi)
White-headed Marsh-Tyrant (Arundinicola leucocephala)
Piratic Flycatcher (Legatus leucophaius)
Rusty-margined Flycatcher (Myiozetetes cayanensis)
Social Flycatcher (Myiozetetes similis)
Great Kiskadee (Pitangus sulphuratus)
Lesser Kiskadee (Philohydor lictor)
Yellow-throated Flycatcher (Conopias parvus)
Streaked Flycatcher (Myiodynastes maculatus)
Boat-billed Flycatcher (Megarynchus pitangua)
Sulphury Flycatcher (Tyrannopsis sulphurea)
Variegated Flycatcher (Empidonomus varius)
Tropical Kingbird (Tyrannus melancholicus)
Fork-tailed Flycatcher (Tyrannus savana)
Grayish Mourner (Rhytipterna simplex)
Dusky-capped Flycatcher (Myiarchus tuberculifer)
Short-crested Flycatcher (Myiarchus ferox)
* Rufous-tailed Flatbill (Ramphotrigon ruficauda)
Cinnamon Attila (Attila cinnamomeus)
* Bright-rumped Attila (Attila spadiceus)

COTINGAS (COTINGIDAE)

Guianan Cock-of-the-Rock (Rupicola rupicola)
Guianan Red-Cotinga (Phoenicircus carnifex)
Purple-breasted Cotinga (Cotinga cotinga)
Spangled Cotinga (Cotinga cayana)
Screaming Piha (Lipaugus vociferans)
Pompadour Cotinga (Xipholena punicea)

MANAKINS (PIPRIDAE)

Saffron-crested Tyrant-Manakin (Neopelma chrysocephalum)
* Dwarf Tyrant-Manakin (Tyranneutes stolzmanni)
Tiny Tyrant-Manakin (Tyranneutes virescens)
Wing-barred Piprites (Piprites chloris)
White-throated Manakin (Corapipo gutturalis)
Blue-backed Manakin (Chiroxiphia pareola)
Yellow-crested Manakin (Heterocercus flavivertex)
White-crowned Manakin (Dixiphia pipra)
Wire-tailed Manakin (Pipra filicauda)
Golden-headed Manakin (Pipra erythrocephala)

TITYRAS & ALLIES (TITYRIDAE)



* Thrush-like Schiffornis (Schiffornis turdinus)
White-browed Purpletuft (Iodopleura isabellae)
Black-tailed Tityra (Tityra cayana)
* Black-capped Becard (Pachyramphus marginatus)
Glossy-backed Becard (Pachyramphus surinamus)
Pink-throated Becard (Pachyramphus minor)

VIREOS & ALLIES (VIREONIDAE)

Rufous-browed Peppershrike (Cyclarhis gujanensis)
Slaty-capped Shrike-Vireo (Vireolanius leucotis)
Red-eyed Vireo (Vireo olivaceus)
Black-whiskered Vireo (Vireo altiloquus)
Gray-chested Greenlet (Hylophilus semicinereus)
Dusky-capped Greenlet (Hylophilus hypoxanthus)
Buff-cheeked Greenlet (Hylophilus muscicapinus)
** Tawny-crowned Greenlet (Hylophilus ochraceiceps)

SWALLOWS (HIRUNDINIDAE)

White-thighed Swallow (Neochelidon tibialis)
Southern Rough-winged Swallow (Stelgidopteryx ruficollis)
Brown-chested Martin (Progne tapera)
Gray-breasted Martin (Progne chalybea)
White-winged Swallow (Tachycineta albiventer)
Barn Swallow (Hirundo rustica)

WRENS (TROGLODYTIDAE)

House Wren (Troglodytes aedon)
* Thrush-like Wren (Campylorhynchus turdinus)
Coraya Wren (Pheugopedius coraya)
Buff-breasted Wren (Cantorchilus leucotis)
* Musician Wren (Cyphorhinus arada)

DONACOBIUS (DONACOBIIDAE)

** Black-capped Donacobius (Donacobius atricapilla)

GNATCATCHERS (POLIOPTILIDAE)

* Collared Gnatwren (Microbates collaris)
Long-billed Gnatwren (Ramphocaenus melanurus)
* Tropical Gnatcatcher (Polioptila plumbea)

THRUSHES (TURDIDAE)

Black-billed Thrush (Turdus ignobilis)

BANANAQUIT (COEREBIDAE)

Bananaquit (Coereba flaveola)



TANAGERS & ALLIES (THRAUPIDAE)

* Slate-coloured Grosbeak (Saltator grossus)
Buff-throated Saltator (Saltator maximus)
Grayish Saltator (Saltator coerulescens)
* Red-billed Pied Tanager (Lampospiza melanoleuca)
** Hooded Tanager (Nemosia pileata)
Orange-headed Tanager (Thlypopsis sordida)
White-lined Tanager (Tachyphonus rufus)
Flame-crested Tanager (Tachyphonus cristatus)
Fulvous-crested Tanager (Tachyphonus surinamus)
Fulvous Shrike-Tanager (Lanio fulvus)
Silver-beaked Tanager (Ramphocelus carbo)
Blue-gray Tanager (Thraupis episcopus)
Palm Tanager (Thraupis palmarum)
Turquoise Tanager (Tangara mexicana)
Spotted Tanager (Tangara punctata)
Dotted Tanager (Tangara varia)
Opal-rumped Tanager (Tangara velia)
Black-faced Dacnis (Dacnis lineata)
Yellow-bellied Dacnis (Dacnis flaviventer)
Blue Dacnis (Dacnis cayana)
Short-billed Honeycreeper (Cyanerpes nitidus)
Purple Honeycreeper (Cyanerpes caeruleus)
Red-legged Honeycreeper (Cyanerpes cyaneus)
Green Honeycreeper (Chlorophanes spiza)
Yellow-backed Tanager (Hemithraupis flavicollis)
** Chestnut-vented Conebill (Conirostrum speciosum)
Bicoloured Conebill (Conirostrum bicolor)

EMBERIZID FINCHES (EMERIZIDAE)

Yellow-browed Sparrow (Ammodramus aurifrons)
Orange-fronted Yellow-Finch (Sicalis columbiana)
Blue-black Grassquit (Volatinia jacarina)
Wing-barred Seedeater (Sporophila americana)
Lined Seedeater (Sporophila lineola)
Chestnut-bellied Seedeater (Sporophila castaneiventris)
Chestnut-bellied Seed-Finch (Sporophila angolensis)
Red-capped Cardinal (Paroaria gularis)

CARDINAL GROSBEAKS (CARDINALIDAE)

Yellow-green Grosbeak (Caryothraustes canadensis)
Blue-black Grosbeak (Cyanoloxia cyanoides)

NEW WORLD WARBLERS (PARULIDAE)

Riverside Warbler (Phaeothlypis rivularis)

TROUPIALS & ALLIES (ICTERIDAE)

Green Oropendola (Psarocolius viridis)
Crested Oropendola (Psarocolius decumanus)
Red-rumped Cacique (Cacicus haemorrhous)



Yellow-rumped Cacique (Cacicus cela)
Epaulet Oriole (Icterus cayanensis)
Moriche Oriole (Icterus chrysocephalus)
Orange-backed Troupial (Icterus croconotus)
Oriole Blackbird (Gymnomystax mexicanus)
Giant Cowbird (Molothrus oryzivorus)
Shiny Cowbird (Molothrus bonariensis)
Red-breasted Blackbird (Sturnella militaris)

SISKINS & ALLIES (FRINGILLIDAE)

Plumbeous Euphonia (Euphonia plumbea)
White-lored Euphonia (Euphonia chrysopasta)
White-vented Euphonia (Euphonia minuta)
Rufous-bellied Euphonia (Euphonia rufiventris)
Golden-sided Euphonia (Euphonia cayannensis)

OLD WORLD SPARROWS (PASSERIDAE)

House Sparrow (Passer domesticus)

380 species



Amazon River Dolphin (Inia geoffrensis), Novo Airão, Amazonas, Brazil

Mammal   List  
Taxonomy and sequence follow the 2nd edition of the Annotated Checklist of Brazilian Mammals (Paglia 
et. al. 2012), which can be found online at: 
http://www.conservation.org.br/publicacoes/files/annotated_checklist_of_brazilian_mammals_2nd_edition.pdf

Paglia, A.P., Fonseca, G.A.B. da, Rylands, A. B., Herrmann, G., Aguiar, L. M. S., Chiarello, A. G., Leite, 
Y. L. R., Costa, L. P., Siciliano, S., Kierulff, M. C. M., Mendes, S. L., Tavares, V. da C.,
Mittermeier, R. A. & Patton J. L. 2012. Lista Anotada dos Mamíferos do Brasil / Annotated 
Checklist of Brazilian Mammals. 2ª Edição / 2nd Edition. Occasional Papers in Conservation 
Biology, No. 6. Conservation International, Arlington, VA. 76pp.

BRADYPODIDAE (3-TOED SLOTHS)

Brown-throated Sloth (Bradypus variegatus)

CALLITRICHIDAE (MARMOSETS & TAMARINS)

Golden-handed Tamarin (Saguinus midas)

CEBIDAE (CAPUCHINS & SQUIRREL MONKEYS)

Common Squirrel Monkey (Saimiri sciureus)

PITHECIDAE (TITIS & SAKIS)

White-faced Saki Monkey (Pithecia pithecia)

ATELIDAE (HOWLERS, SPIDER MONKEYS & WOOLLY MONKEYS)

Guianan Red Howler (Alouatta macconnelli)
Guianan Black Spider Monkey (Ateles paniscus)

http://www.conservation.org.br/publicacoes/files/annotated_checklist_of_brazilian_mammals_2nd_edition.pdf


SCIURIDAE (SQUIRRELS)

Guianan Red Squirrel (Guerlinguetus aestuans)

DASYPROCTIDAE (AGOUTIS)

Amazon Red-rumped Agouti (Dasyprocta croconota)
Black-rumped Agouti (Dasyprocta prymnolopha)

EMBALLONURIDAE (BATS)

Proboscis Bat (Rhynchonycteris naso)

NOCTILIONIDAE (BULLDOG BATS)

Greater Bulldog (Fishing) Bat (Noctilio leporinus)

DELPHINIDAE (DOLPHINS)

Tucuxi (Gray River Dolphin) (Sotalia fluviatilis)

INIIDAE (RIVER DOLPHINS)

Amazon River Dolphin (Inia geoffrensis)


