
Brazil: The Pantanal, Cristalino & Rio Roosevelt
Birds, Butterflies, and a Black Jaguar

14 July - 5 August 2011

trip report and photos by Bradley Davis (bradley@birdingmatogrosso.com)

Introduction:
I first met David and Jane over the New Year period of 2010, when by chance I was their guide 
during  their stay at the Cristalino Jungle Lodge near Alta Floresta in the north of the state of Mato 
Grosso, the town in which I live. Their itinerary at the time fascinated me, as it was a departure 
from the standard three to five night stay typical of most visitors to the region. Instead, they had 
booked a full nine days with private guide for birds, butterflies, and plants; and that was followed 
by another nine days whereupon they were joined by some birding  friends for a more bird-
intensive program. Suffice it to say, by the time we were wrapping  up this visit, David and Jane 
knew the place nearly as well as I do, and could easily have taken visitors around the trail system 
on their own!

Very satisfied with the results of their first visit, they had expressed an interest in returning  to the 
lodge during  a different time of year to see the dry season, particularly given David’s keen interest 
in butterflies and butterfly photography. I had suggested August as a very different season, and 
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eventually Jane and I worked out an itinerary for July and August of 2011 featuring  a return to 
Cristalino, a week in the Pantanal, and a week at the remote Pousada Rio Roosevelt, a fabulous 
location combining comfortable accommodation and true wilderness.

With an itinerary like this, it would have been hard for us to go wrong. We started out in the 
Pantanal, which in the dry season simply must be seen to be believed. Birds were everywhere, and 
we were out of the blocks quickly with ‘most-wanted’ birds such as Greater Rhea, Toco Toucan, 
and Hyacinth Macaw. Our encounter with Agami Heron on the Pixaim river was memorable, but 
accounted for just part of a satisfying  stay at the Pantanal Wildlife Centre. Jane enjoyed the coffee 
everywhere we went, but was delighted to return to PWC for an impromptu breakfast on our final 
morning  in the Pantanal after the staff at our other lodge overslept. We were disappointed to miss 
Jaguar in our single day of searching  on the Cuiabá and Três Irmãos rivers, but it made our 
unexpected sighting later in the trip all the more satisfying.

Cristalino was - as expected - a treat, and something of a homecoming  for Jane and David, who 
were thrilled to have Valdírio as our river pilot and local guide once again. The birding  was terrific 
as usual, but the astonishing butterfly diversity was gradually taking  centre stage. We spent time at 
a couple of different clay licks in the late morning hours, enjoying  the varying colours, shapes, and 
sizes, while marveling  at the remarkable species turnover between any two given spots. The lodge 
clearings were also produtive for butterflies, and our siesta hours were divided between naps, 
reading, and butterfly photography. Undoubtedly the highlight of our visit, though, was a beautiful 
black Jaguar expertly spotted by Valdírio as it sat at the water’s edge in mid-afternoon on the 27th. 
The sighting  didn’t last long, but it was magical, and all the more satisfying  for having ‘missed’ 
seeing it in the Pantanal.

We finished things off with a week at the Pousada Rio Roosevelt, one of the most remote lodges in 
the Brazilian Amazon. The lodge is situated in truly pristine forest along  a stunningly beautiful 
river, and on top of all that offers such creature comforts as air-conditioned rooms, your laundry 
done every day, and round-the-clock attentive service. We birded along terrific trails in excellent 
forest, and while it was slow at times, there was no shortage of birds, mammals, and butterflies to 
watch. Bird highlights included the likes of Hoatzin, Crimson Topaz, Black-necked Red-Cotinga,  
and Dotted Tanager, while on the mammal front we had rarely encountered species such as 
Neotropical Pygmy Squirrel, Prince Bernhard’s Titi-Monkey, and Woolly Monkey. By now we had 
moved firmly into ‘butterfly mode’, and the diversity of hairstreaks and metalmarks (particularly 
Euselasia spp.!) was dizzying. Perhaps the most memorable spectacle of our stay, however, was the 
parrot show in the Cachoeira do Infernão just upstream from the lodge. Each morning thousands of 
parrots and macaws would circle round the rapids and stage in nearby trees before gradually 
descending to the rocks in the water where they would feed on exposed algae and flowering plants  
(Podostemaceae)  which grow on the rocks. On the first morning  that we witnessed this event, the 
hordes of psittacids were suddenly scattered in all directions by the arrival of a predator: a graceful 
Ornate Hawk-Eagle which sailed low over the rapids, looking  for breakfast, before pulling  up to 
perch in a tree right beside us. As this was a highly-desired species for David and Jane, they 
couldn’t have been more pleased, and we didn’t mind that the hawk-eagle had prematurely 
lowered the curtain on the morning’s parrot show.

This terrific itinerary was a joy to put together and guide, and I owe a great thanks to Jane and 
David for their excellent company, patience, good humour, and for their love of the natural world.
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Itinerary: 

14 July: Arrival in Cuiabá. Transfer to Pousada Piuval.
15 July: Pousada Piuval and surrounding area.
16 July: Pousada Piuval and Transpantaneira to Rio Claro.
17 July: Pousada Rio Claro, afternoon drive to Pantanal Wildlife Centre.
18 July: Pantanal Wildlife Centre, gallery forest in the morning, Pixaim river trip in the afternoon.
19 July: Pantanal Wildlife Centre, entrance road in the morning, Pixaim river trip in the afternoon.
20 July: Pantanal Wildlife Centre, gallery forest AM. PM drive to Jaguar Lodge, birding nearby.
21 July: Campos do Jofre to mid-morning, rest of the day on the Cuiabá and Três Irmãos rivers.
22 July: Drive to Cuiabá, fly to Alta Floresta and transfer to Cristalino Jungle Lodge.
23 July: Cristalino Jungle Lodge.
24 July: Cristalino Jungle Lodge.
25 July: Cristalino Jungle Lodge.
26 July: Cristalino Jungle Lodge.
27 July: Cristalino Jungle Lodge.
28 July: Cristalino Jungle Lodge in morning, rest of day travelling to Porto Velho.
29 July: Early flight to Pousada Rio Roosevelt, arriving in time for morning and afternoon birding.
30 July: Pousada Rio Roosevelt.
31 July: Pousada Rio Roosevelt.
1 August: Pousada Rio Roosevelt.
2 August: Pousada Rio Roosevelt.
3 August: Pousada Rio Roosevelt.
4 August: Pousada Rio Roosevelt.
5 August: Morning flight to Porto Velho, afternoon flight to Cuiabá.

Afternoon on the Rio Roosevelt.
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Daily Accounts

July 14th:  David and Jane arrived right on time in Cuiabá, where I met them with a rented car, 
having  arrived earlier in the day from my home in Alta Floresta in the north of the state. We drove 
south-west out of the city, reaching  the small town of Poconé about an hour later. We had a late 
lunch at a roadside steakhouse, then proceeded south on the famous Transpantaneira, the 
unfinished dirt ‘highway’ that strikes deep into the heart of the northern Pantanal.

Before long  we were seeing  our first Savanna Hawks and Bare-faced Ibises of the trip, along  with a 
selection of common Pantanal birds, including Black-collared and Great Black-Hawks, Amazon 
and Ringed  Kingfishers, Wood Stork, Unicolored Blackbird  and Shiny Cowbirds. An immature 
Rufescent Tiger-Heron tried to stalk, nonchalant, across the road in front of the car. One of our first 
stops brought scope views of a single White Woodpecker, a high-value species dressed in black-
tie attire with yellow spectacles. Also here were our first Yellow-billed  Cardinals and a handful of 
Lesser Yellow-headed Vultures on a fenceline, their colourful heads catching  the afternoon light to 
great effect. 

As we neared our destination, the Pousada Piuval located 10km south of Poconé on a 7,000 
hectare working  cattle ranch, we caught sight of David’s most wanted bird of the trip - a flock of 12 
Greater Rheas alternately feeding  and resting  in the shade near the road. We set up the scope to 
enjoy these marvelous birds, and as a result we couldn’t ignore the other birds that kept appearing 
behind them - Buff-necked Ibis came first, but we soon spied a smart White-rumped  Monjita 
nearby, followed by a distant Cocoi Heron, a pair of Southern Screamers, and a few Limpkins. 

Greater Rhea (Rhea americana), Pousada Piuval, Mato Grosso

With the afternoon heat starting  to wear us down a little, we checked in at our lodge and enjoyed 
a cold glass of lemonade while watching the nearby wetland through the telescope for a little 
while. Since the early afternoon heat would still take a while to back off, we decided to take a 
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short break to change clothes and rest after a long couple of travel days. By the time we re-
convened, the heat had eased considerably. Setting up again to watch the nearby wetland, we had 
Whistling and Capped Herons, Picazuro Pigeons and Guira Cuckoo, along with flyover Crested 
Oropendola  and Yellow-chevroned Parakeets. Vermilion Flycatcher, Saffron Finches and Bay-
winged Cowbirds were around the lodge perimeter, and a handful of Gray-breasted Martins 
perched high on the lodge’s radio antenna. Walking  a short distance out into the open areas 
surrounding the lodge, we started to see flocks of Snail Kites and Bare-faced  Ibises filing  off to 
roosting areas, with the occasional Roseate Spoonbill trying  unsuccessfully to mix in with Wood 
Storks. As dusk fell, David caught sight of a Red-billed Scythebill which disappeared as quickly as 
it had come, and we watched a few Nacunda Nighthawks coursing overhead reasonably nearby, 
part of a much bigger flock which was hunting  over a distant wetland. A single Band-tailed 
Nighthawk was a nice addition as well. Back to the lodge, we chatted over lists and dinner before 
retiring early to prepare for our first full day in the Pantanal.

July 15th: Dawn found us birding  around the lodge at Piuval, watching a trio of Wood Storks 
feeding energetically in a small pool nearby, still bathed in the light of the full moon. As the day 
broke, we went about picking  up a number of common species such as Peach-fronted Parakeet, 
Thrush-like Wren, Giant Cowbird, and Chopi  Blackbirds, while a scan of the nearby wetland 
produced our first Jabiru of the trip along  with a host of familiar faces from yesterday afternoon. 
We had a quick breakfast, and upon emerging from the restaurant were pleasantly surprised to find 
a pair of Hyacinth Macaws perched atop a tree immediately behind the main lodge building! With 
scope views of the Pantanal’s star bird under our belt, we drove out into the open areas on the 
Piuval property. 

Our first stop produced a lovely adult Little Blue Heron  and the first Plumbeous Ibises and 
Neotropical Cormorant of the trip. A large Paraguayan Caiman flashed a toothy grin our way as we 
pulled up, while a hulking  Great Rufous Woodcreeper was equally welcoming. A few Epaulet 
Orioles shared a flowering  tree with a Vermilion Flycatcher and a pair of Short-crested 
Flycatchers. Farther on we found a Roadside Hawk, and in a flowering  piuva (Tabebuia sp.) tree 
scoped our first Chaco Chachalacas, whose raucous calls we had been hearing  since dawn. An 
opportune glance over our shoulders spotted a hefty male Great Antshrike hopping  from branch to 
branch low at the edge of a forest patch.

We pulled up in front of a capão, or forest island, where a prominent Jabiru nest also hosted an 
apartment complex for Monk Parakeets in its lower levels. Stepping  into the forest for a moment, 
we had spectacular views of a pair of Hyacinth Macaws as they courted, the male regurgitating 
food to the female, and the female finding  a small stick which she played with for quite some time. 
A fruiting  tree beside us had a pair of Chestnut-eared Aracaris, a few Yellow-chevroned Parakeets, 
and a nice pair of Blue-fronted Parrots.
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Hyacinth Macaw (Anodorhynchus hyacinthinus), Pousada Piuval, Mato Grosso

Satisfied with our views of the macaws, we headed for the ribbon of excellent dry gallery forest 
that flanks the Bento Gomes river. First stop was a flowering  piuva  tree which had Chestnut-bellied 
Guans, Chaco Chachalacas, and a few Tufted Capuchins eating  the pink blossoms. We also called 
in a pair of perky Buff-throated Woodcreepers, a Squirrel  Cuckoo, and Jane saw a single Gray-
crested Cacholote. A little further along  Jane’s eyes stayed hot, as she spied us a Little 
Woodpecker, and a Forest Elaenia, and we taped in a couple of Straight-billed Woodcreepers. At 
another patch of flowering trees a pygmy-owl imitation stirred things up a bit, sparking  some 
interest from a Glittering-bellied Emerald, a migrant male Blue-tufted Starthroat, a pair of 
Chestnut-vented Conebills, a female Helmeted Manakin, Streaked Xenops, and an active pair of 
White-bellied Warblers.

Continuing  to the edge of the Bento Gomes river, we picked up a pair of White-lored Spinetails in 
scrub  before meeting  our boat for a trip downstream to a forest patch and a nearby tower 
overlooking extensive marshes. At the dock we saw our first of many Sunbitterns on the trip, and 
in the forest we found Creamy-bellied Thrush, White-tipped Dove, Orange-backed Troupial, 
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White-wedged Piculet, Grayish Saltator and Solitary Caciques. Some Ameiva lizards and a couple 
of nice Collared Treerunners were reptilian highlights. 

Along  the boardwalk to the tower we saw Black-capped Donacobius and plenty of Wattled 
Jacanas, in addition to Yellow-chinned Spinetail, Whistling  Heron, Snail Kites, Jabirus, and more. 
In the small area of forest around the tower we saw our only Green-barred Woodpecker of the 
trip. From atop the tower itself, we drank in a dizzying  spectacle of countless screamers, limpkins, 
ibises, spoonbills, herons, egrets, and storks. Careful scanning of the 360º of marshes produced 
new species in the form of Black-bellied and White-faced  Whistling-Ducks, Brazilian Teal, good 
numbers of White-backed Stilts, a couple of Solitary Sandpipers, and a big  flock of loafing  Black 
Skimmers with a few Large-billed Terns mixed in. There were, of course, lots of Capybaras and 
quite a few Paraguayan Caiman scattered about.

We returned to where we had left the car and drove back to the lodge for a tasty lunch. After a 
break during  the heat of the day, we drove out into open areas around the lodge, seeing  a number 
of familiar birds before stopping  to walk amongst the forest patches for a while. Things were quiet 
at first, but as the heat abated we started to see a few birds: Masked Gnatcatchers, Rufous-tailed 
Jacamar, Blue-crowned Trogon, Golden-green Woodpecker, White-wedged Piculet, and a Rusty-
fronted Tody-Flycatcher that managed to elude Jane and David. Near the main track we found our 
first Scaled Doves and saw a few White-tippeds as well. Some flowering trees nearby were 
attracting troupials, chachalacas, Chestnut-bellied Guans, Blue-fronted Parrots, and Yellow-
rumped Caciques. While the parrots started to head from feeding  areas to roosting  sites, David 
turned his attention to the local flora for a while. We decided to stay out past dark to have a look 
for nocturnal creatures before the nearly full moon rose, and in the forest we heard at least 3 
Tropical Screech-Owls, getting  good flight views a couple of times. Shaking  off the leafcutter ants 
we had been standing  in, we drove back toward the lodge, spotlighting, seeing  a Pauraque on the 
road in front of us, and and handful of Black-crowned Night-Herons with a single Boat-billed 
Herons in a roadside wetland - a nice way to finish off a great first day in the Pantanal.

July 16th:  This morning  we were out before breakfast, birding the gallery forest lining the marshes 
along  the Bento Gomes river. The day started with scope views of a responsive Striped Cuckoo, a 
flyby Bat Falcon, and a lovely pair of Cinereous-breasted Spinetails which came quite closely in 
from the edge of a stand of reeds and cattails. At forest edge a bit of pygmy-owl imitation stirred up 
a few birds, including  the inconspicuous Tawny-crowned Pygmy-Tyrant, an inquisitive White-
lored Spinetail, and a Plain  Tyrannulet or two. Along a sandy track in the gallery forest we called 
in a handsome Saffron-billed Sparrow which sat in the open for great views in the scope; farther 
ahead we had a pair of Moustached Wrens, Planalto Slaty-Antshrike, a Flavescent Warbler for 
Jane, Pearly-vented Tody-Tyrant, Black-fronted Nunbirds, a Gilded Sapphire in the scope, Rufous-
tailed Jacamar, Masked Gnatcatcher, and excellent views of the striking Red-crested Finch. 
Walking  back to the car we happened upon a pair of Red-billed Scythebills, crowd-pleasers as 
usual, while Yellow-rumped Cacique and a trio of loud Thrush-like Wrens were nice filler.

Driving  back to the lodge for breakfast we spied an adult male Red Brocket Deer, and saw a trio of 
Hyacinth Macaws along  with the same Neotropical  Cormorant that we only know wasn’t glued to 
one spot because he had been absent during our spotlighting the previous evening.

We ate, then drove along the entrance road in search of seriemas (no dice)  and south to the 
gateway to the Pantanal. Water-filled ditches along the side of the road held good numbers of 
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herons, storks, and egrets. We didn’t see much new, but it certainly was a good preview for the 
afternoon’s drive. Notable highlights included good views of a Snail Kite eating a crab, belieing  its 
name, and a Limpkin dashing  away from the roadside with a freshly captured snail. A couple of 
Sunbitterns were quite nice as always, too. Upon reaching  the SEMA checkpoint we turned 
around to return to the lodge for a short rest before lunch. 

After lunch we piled into the car with our bags and headed south on the Transpantaneira. 
Highlights were the many waterbirds thronging  several diminishing pools filled with fish: many a 
heron, stork and egret could be watched intently stalking  hapless fish, while basking  caimans 
displayed remarkable indifference to tails in their snouts, or to being  stepped on by a larger 
individual. We added Greater Thornbird  in the bushes along  here, and heard but not everyone 
saw Yellowish Pipit, and no one but myself got onto a foraging White-tailed Goldenthroat. 

Continuing  south, we had our first Green Kingfishers, and more Sunbitterns at a pool that we had 
backed up alongside in order to catch a glimpse of a Neotropical River Otter awkwardly running 
across a field in search of a new waterhole. We arrived at the Pousada Rio Claro in mid-afternoon, 
seeing Scaled Doves and Long-tailed Ground-Doves on the entrance road. There was just enough 
time for a quick breather before taking an afternoon river trip on the RIo Claro.

On the river Striated Herons and Amazon Kingfishers were plentiful, and here we found our first 
Pale-legged Hornero of the trip, along with a couple of Gray-necked Wood-Rails, a responsive 
Rusty-backed Spinetail, two pairs of Band-tailed Antbirds, and a couple of male Bare-faced 
Curassows. Cocoi  Heron  and Rufescent Tiger-Herons were in abundance, and a few Pale-vented 
Pigeons were new for the trip. A Green-and-rufous Kingfisher left us wanting  more with some 
close flybys, while a family of Tufted Capuchins fascinated us as they industriously dismantled 
dead branches in a tall tree beside the river, apparently searching  for grubs within. Dusk was 
falling, but we still had time to watch a Black-collared Hawk come in for a handout, and soon we 
were trying  very hard to discern the faint namesake of the Band-tailed Nighthawk as a dozen or so 
of those birds danced above our heads.  Heading  back to the lodge we had a couple of sleeping 
Black-and-gold Howlers, reduced to nothing more than ‘lumps in a tree’ by the evening twilight... 
otherwise we were treated to yet another spectacular Pantanal sunset.

July 17th:  This morning  we took a few minutes before breakfast to look around the lodge area, 
where we saw Rufous-bellied Thrush, Purplish Jay, and Chestnut-bellied Guan at the feeders near 
the swimming  pool. From the parking lot out front we scoped a number of birds attending  a trough 
with salt and feed left out for cattle at the neighbouring ranch -- Golden-collared Macaw, Yellow-
chevroned Parakeet, Orange-winged Amazon, Picazuro Pigeon, along  with many Shiny and Giant 
Cowbirds. A flowering  Tabebuia impetiginosa tree nearby held 4 Scaly-headed Parrots, and a 
quick scan of a favoured fenceline produced our first pair of Burrowing Owls for the trip.

After breakfast and a welcome cup of coffee, we headed off on a long  loop trail through scrubby 
fields before entering a nice patch of dry forest with an Attalea-dominated understorey. The birding 
started off with a trio of Bare-faced Curassows near the river’s edge and a Roadside Hawk nearby. 
The screeching calls of Black-hooded Parakeets could be heard distantly, and with a bit of 
scanning  we found a nice flock of a dozen or so birds, with a smaller number of Monk Parakeets 
together, atop a large hardwood. A local lodge guide pointed out a half dozen Collared  Peccaries 
foraging  calmly in the nearby fields. In a scrubbier area we called in a female Rusty-backed 
Antwren, then in quick succession scoped a Bat Falcon, photographed a Narrow-billed 
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Woodcreeper, had feather-perfect views of several Scaled Doves, and admired a Blue-throated 
Piping-Guan that David spotted for us. 

A bit farther on we scoped a Toco Toucan  feeding, a definite highlight for David as he had missed 
the species on a previous trip to Brazil. While trying  for Rufous-fronted Thornbird around an 
inactive nest, we saw Masked Gnatcatchers, Red-crested Finch, and Barred Antshrike. Some 
pygmy-owl imitations produced 3 or 4 scolding  Chotoy Spinetails, a Rusty-collared Seedeater, a 
female Chestnut-bellied Seed-finch, White-naped Xenopsaris, Southern Beardless-Tyrannulet, and 
a few other curious onlookers.  As all this took place a fantastic adult Crane Hawk patrolled the 
sky above us, offering terrific flight views in the mid-morning light.

We were grateful to reach the forest, as the morning  heat was already shifting  into high gear. Bird 
activity levels were dropping  off accordingly, but we still managed to find a hulking  Crimson-
crested Woodpecker at eye level, a few Black-fronted Nunbirds, and Planalto and Great Rufous 
Woodcreepers. Our local guide spotted a Red Brocket Deer, and we also tracked down a small 
group of vocalizing  Black-tailed Marmosets. Even better was a family group of Black-and-gold 
Howler Monkeys which passed through the canopy directly above us; a couple of individuals even 
stopped for a while to check us out, doing a bit of ‘people watching’ before lunch.

Black-and-gold Howler Monkey (Alouatta caraya), Pousada Rio Claro, Mato Grosso

We ate lunch at the lodge, and after a short rest packed up and headed south again on the 
Transpantaneira toward our next destination, the Pantanal Wildlife Centre. En route we saw many 
of the usual suspects from the previous couple of days, including  Peach-fronted Parakeets eating 
roadside flowers and several Jabiru nests (a couple with small chicks peeking  their heads over the 
rim). A brief stop at a papyrus marsh turned up our first Sayaca Tanagers of the trip, and far better, 
the desired Scarlet-headed Blackbird - scope views of a male, no less!
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A bit further south we stopped to check out another marshy spot, getting  our second Crane Hawk 
of the day, this time watching  one hunt in perfect afternoon light, circling low and dropping  to the 
ground to look for prey. Unfortunately, we also had a punctured tire! We changed it quickly, and 
were on our way once again.

Soon enough we reached the entrance road to the Pantanal Wildlife Centre, and spotted a 
Brazilian  Tapir very close to the road as we neared the lodge! The animal calmly wandered away 
from us, stopping near a fence to browse vegetation at forest edge for a while. As David 
endeavoured to photograph a Capped Heron, we noticed a female Marsh Deer right beside the 
road - apparently we had missed it during  the tapir-induced excitement. With the lodge in sight, 
we stopped to watch a group of 5 White Woodpeckers and saw a pair of Rufous-fronted 
Thornbirds at the final bend in the entrance road. Finally, we arrived at the lodge and sipped 
glasses of sweet cashew juice while the staff arranged our rooms. A Ferruginous Pygmy-Owl  was 
calling from a small tree behind the lodge, so juice in hand we walked around the back to take a 
look. We then settled into our home for the next three nights, watching Southern Caracaras and a 
Jabiru cajoling onlookers for handouts as the afternoon waned. 

July 18th:  Over breakfast we watched the lodge feeders, seeing  Toco Toucans, Red-crested  and 
Yellow-billed Cardinals, along  with a host of common, less colourful species. Soon enough we 
headed to the gallery forest trail along  the Pixaim river near the lodge, spotting  Pale-legged 
Hornero, Gray-necked Wood-rail, Black-crowned Night-heron, and Striated Herons stalking  the 
river banks. Reaching  the forest edge we found a Red-billed Scythebill, Rusty-fronted Tody-
Flycatcher, and a male Glittering-throated Emerald in the scope. A responsive Mato Grosso 
Antbird  soon turned up in the same thicket as the tody-flycatcher, and a Rufescent Tiger-heron 
posed for us in a leafless tree beside the river for a while.

A little bit farther along, we encountered a Sooty-fronted Spinetail that had just taken a bath, and 
a male White-wedged Piculet that had done the same, perhaps at the same site. A few Silver-
beaked Tanagers were about, as were a couple of Sayaca and Palm Tanagers. A bit of pygmy-owl 
whistling  drew in a handsome Ashy-headed Greenlet, a pair of Green-backed Becards, and a 
Plain Tyrannulet. A Buff-bellied Hermit was seen very well as it fed nearby. A small stand of 
acacia-type trees had a Streaked  Xenops, Bananaquit, and some more Silver-beaked Tanagers. 
Underfoot we noticed very fresh prints from both Jaguar and Brazilian Tapir, both of which had 
obviously used the trail either during the night or very early in the morning.

Stepping into the forest, we saw Large-billed Antwren and loads of Yellow-rumped Caciques, an 
extremely responsive Dull-capped Attila, Plain Antvireo, Straight-billed and Buff-throated 
Woodcreepers, a female Helmeted Manakin, and a sharp  Gray-headed Tanager. We also found a 
grunting  male Black-and-gold  Howler, and a group of rather tame Tufted Capuchins. A bit of 
persistence was needed to track down a drumming Pale-crested Woodpecker for scope views. We 
also had closer views of Black-tailed Marmoset, and Jane tried to distract David while we called in 
a Flavescent Warbler by pointing  out a stunning metalmark (Chorinea species) - a clever diversion 
tactic, but in the end we all managed to see both the warbler and photograph the butterfly. 

In the afternoon we took a relaxing  boat trip  downstream on the Pixaim river, seeing loads of 
herons and egrets including  numerous Boat-billed Herons and Black-crowned Night-herons 
amongst many other species. Shallow canals in the river took as past sandbars where dozens of 
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Paraguayan Caiman  were just an arm’s reach away from the boat. We also managed flyby views of 
American Pygmy Kingfisher on several occasions, and finally also scored views of a perched 
Green-and-rufous Kingfisher. Reaching  an area of false mangrove with dense riverside thickets, we 
cut the engine and paddled along, listening  intently for our quarry here, the elusive Agami Heron. 
We heard them on our first pass, and caught glimpses of what was probably one the 2nd time we 
paddled through; finally our river pilot spotted one, and we were all onto it quickly, drinking in the 
details of this most beautiful of all Neotropical herons. The bird flew, moving  upstream to a spot 
where we were able to approach it once again, this time even managing  a couple of poor 
photographs to register the sighting. Flushed with excitement, we headed back toward the lodge 
triumphantly, barely stopping  to enjoy the family of Giant Otters we encountered in the river just 
before dusk.

Agami Heron, (Agamia agami), Rio Pixaim, Mato Grosso

July 19th: We started this morning  in the open areas around the lodge, getting  great views of 
Chotoy Spinetail, Narrow-billed Woodcreeper, and Vermilion Flycatcher. A pair of Double-
collared Seedeaters was new, and there were a few White Peacock and Gulf Fritillaries flying 
around. We watched the fascinating  feeding  habits of an adult Jabiru, and nearby had our first 
Blue-black Grassquits of the trip. Other birds along  the entrance track were a handful of common 
species we had already seen before, including  Yellow-billed Cardinal, Grayish Saltator, 
Ferruginous Pygmy-Owl, Unicolored Blackbirds, and a male Purple-throated Euphonia, which 
was new. 

We drove out to the Transpantaneira where we saw more of the usual waterbirds. Jane spotted a 
lovely Scarlet-headed Blackbird alongside the road, and David and I spent some time admiring  a 
pair of courting  birds, sneaking around trying for the best angles for photos while some friendly 
dogs looked on.
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Scarlet-headed Blackbird (Amblyramphus holosericeus), Transpantaneira, Mato Grosso

With the temperatures already into the high 30s, we headed back to the lodge for a cold drink 
before lunch. In the afternoon we hit the Pixaim river again, this time heading  upstream. Having 
found our Agami the previous afternoon, the pressure was off and were able to simply enjoy close 
encounters with any and all wildlife we encountered. This included many Snowy and Great 
Egrets, quite a few Gray-necked Wood-rails, and a few nice Boat-billed Herons amongst more of 
the usual suspects. Our pilot surprised us as we were watching a wood-rail by drawing  our 
attention to another Agami  Heron which he had spotted buried in a thicket. Nothing  better than 
finishing  a day with an Agami Heron! We turned back toward the lodge as dusk was approaching, 
and watched quite a few Band-tailed  Nighthawks with a few Nacunda Nighthawks mixed in as we 
tried to keep our mouths closed, hoping  to minimize the number of bugs we’d have to pick out our 
teeth later on.

David and I went for a night drive after dinner, seeing a Marsh Deer in the fields near the lodge 
(possibly the same individual we had seen on the afternoon we arrived). We drove out to the 
landing  strip near the Hotel Mato Grosso, where we found two fantastic male Scissor-tailed 
Nightjars resting  in the very short grass. Almost equally impressive was the amazingly clear sky 
and the phenomenal lightshow of the Milky Way above our heads. Really memorable stuff.
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July 20th:  This morning  we returned to the gallery forest trail again along  the Pixaim river, picking 
up a nice pair of Buff-breasted Wrens before entering  the forest. At the forest edge we saw Little 
Woodpeckers (the first of several pairs on the morning), Orange-backed Troupials, Solitary and 
Yellow-rumped Caciques, Yellow-olive Flycatcher, Great Antshrike, and White-lored Spinetail.  In 
the forest proper we saw Flavescent Warbler, Blue-crowned Trogon, a sharp male Helmeted 
Manakin, and our first White-winged Becard  of the trip. As the morning  began to heat up, things 
slowed down quite a bit, and we added only a Sepia-capped Flycatcher later on,  a couple of 
Moustached Wrens, a Pale-legged Hornero with a female Band-tailed Antbird, and several nice 
butterflies including Lysippus Metalmark, Pale Mylon, and a couple of handsome longtail skippers.

After lunch back at the lodge, we packed up  and headed south on the Transpantaneira in the heat 
of the day to the Jaguar Ecological Reserve. We didn’t see much of note along the drive aside from 
the our first Southern Screamers in a couple of days, a few Muscovy Ducks, and other sundries.

Since our rooms weren’t quite ready when we arrived at the lodge, we drove south a bit to an 
abandoned research station along  a side road, where we had an Undulated Tinamou  strolling 
around in the open to start things off. A few showy species were around, including  2 Golden-
collared Macaw pairs, some Yellow-chevroned  Parakeets, Scaly-headed Parrots, Chestnut-eared 
Aracari; we also heard and glimpsed a very reluctant Fawn-breasted Wren in a vine-laden thicket 
behind the old buildings. As we returned to the car, a pair of Hyacinth Macaws flew in and landed 
directly above our heads, so we watched them for a while before heading  back toward the lodge.  
A pair of Black-crowned Tityras nearby were a nice addition.  Driving  back, we stopped at a 
bridge near the lodge, seeing  our first Purple Gallinules of the trip, along  with a pair of White-
winged Swallows hanging  out with some Gray-breasted Martins. A handful of juvenile Boat-billed 
Herons were in sight, while many Chaco Chachalacas lined the road for an afternoon dustbath. 
Then it was back to the lodge where a Plumbeous Ibis was settling in for the night above the 
cabins, and several Hyacinth Macaws came to the acuri palms around the pousada as dusk 
arrived.  

A short night drive along the research station road after dinner produced only a Brazilian Rabbit.

July 21st: Around the lodge before breakfast we had more Hyacinth  Macaws, a band of Guira 
Cuckoos feasting  on insects attracted to the lodge lights during  the night, and a happy pair of Little 
Woodpeckers in front of the restaurant. After breakfast we boarded the lodge’s safari truck and 
headed south on the Transpantaneira, seeing  the very fresh prints of a Jaguar which had been seen 
by another group based at the lodge just after dawn. We saw plenty of familiar faces on the drive 
down, finally picking  up a few new birds upon our arrival at the vast Campos do Jofre, where 
dozens of Maguari Storks greeted us, the dumpy Yellowish Pipit turned a star in his jumbled 
display flight, a zippy Common Tody-Flycatcher was seen, as was a nice Black-backed Water-
Tyrant. A wall of clouds being  blown along  on a brisk southwest wind hinted that a cold front was 
coming, and while we needed to make haste to try for Jaguar before the weather turned, we 
couldn’t ignore the birds all around us: White-browed Blackbirds were new, and big  flocks of 
Rusty-collared Seedeaters held our first males of the trip. 
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Maguari Stork (Ciconia maguari), Campos do Jofre, Mato Grosso

Finally we reached the Cuiabá river. We started off well with a beach covered by Black Skimmers 
starting  to nest, along with a handful of Yellow-billed Terns on higher ground. A Large-billed Tern 
was seen stealing  a speckled egg  while being  mobbed by the smaller Yellow-billeds. A squadron of 
White-backed Stilts watched impassively as we motored past. We were already late, and while 
heading upstream on the Três Irmãos River started to see boats returning  downstream for lunch, 
their pilots giving  the thumbs up - it turned out that 3 Jaguars were seen between 9 and 11 AM  on 
this day, but we arrived at the area of the sightings around 11:30, and cats and boats alike had all 
moved on. As such, we stopped for a bite of lunch to consider our strategy, watching  cormorants, 
kingfishers, and Large-billed  Terns fishing  along with a group caiman on a sandbar in the river. By 
the time the attendant Southern Caracaras were picking  over the crumbs from our lunch, we were 
back on the rivers in the searing heat (though the breeze kept up), covering  a lot of ground but not 
seeing any sign of the cats we desired. Eventually a few more boats joined the search, but nothing 
doing. Resigned to our fate, we headed downstream, chilled, as low clouds rolled in and a stiff 
wind kicked up. En route we stopped for a new trip  bird, a Greater Ani, and for a pair of lifers for 
David and Jane, Collared Plover and Pied Lapwing. While we enjoyed the two plovers, a couple of 
flying Nacunda Nighthawks decided to settle on a nearby beach for nice views. 

While David and Jane piled into the cab of the truck in the chilly evening  brought on by the arrival 
of the cold front, I stood up  top as we tried to spotlight along the 30 km drive back to the lodge. 
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The cool temperature and strong wind kept things very quiet, and we didn’t see a single mammal 
along the normally productive drive.

July 22nd:  A little downcast by striking out the previous day, we packed up the car for an early 
start, deciding  to put some distance between us and the scene before we stopped for a bite of 
breakfast at the Pantanal Wildlife Centre where we had stayed a couple of days earlier. The lovely 
spread perked us up a bit, and spirits were on their way up as we headed north toward Cuiabá to 
catch our mid-day flight to Alta Floresta. The cool temperatures and overcast weather that had 
arrived the previous day continued, and the few stops we made produced species that were by 
now familiar to us after our week in the Pantanal. A stop at a series of bridges near the beginning of 
the Transpantaneira was remarkable, as the pools of water had dried up  considerably since we had 
passed a couple of days earlier, and they were thronged with countless Jabirus, Wood Storks, 
Large-billed Terns, and caiman... so very many caiman! This is what the Pantanal is truly all about, 
and mystified by how nature can be simultaneously so cruel (to the fish)  and kind (to their 
predators), we reluctantly returned to the car to finish the final leg of our drive to Cuiabá. 

From Cuiabá it was on to the town of Alta Floresta in the north of the state of Mato Grosso, where 
we were met at the airport by staff from Cristalino Jungle Lodge. After signing a bit of paperwork at 
the lodge’s logistical base in town, David and Jane were headed off for Cristalino via car and then 
boat up the Cristalino river, arriving in late afternoon at the lodge. The customary orientation 
speech from the lodge’s manager was moot, as they had spent 18 days here at the beginning  of 
2010, and our arrival was something  of a homecoming  for them. At Jane’s insistence, I had stayed 
behind in Alta Floresta to spend an evening  with my wife - I would meet up with them at the lodge 
the following afternoon.

July 23rd:  I cannot say for certain what Jane and David saw or did on the morning  of the 23rd, 
though from the sounds of things they re-acquainted themselves with the lodge and its 
surroundings, hearing an old friend in the Spix’s Warbling-Antbird which lives behind their 
preferred bungalow, and otherwise spending  time with the copious numbers of butterflies to be 
had around the lodge clearings and on the beaches at this time of year. 

As to myself, after a much-appreciated evening  at home with my lovely wife, I caught the 
afternoon transfer to the lodge where David, Jane, and Valdírio awaited my arrival. I must say I was 
impressed with this welcoming  party, for they had even lined up a handsome Pied Lapwing  on the 
beach across from the landing. The trip up the Cristalino produced Razor-billed Curassow, 
Sunbittern, Gray-necked Wood-Rail, Green Ibis, Blue Ground-Dove, and even an Amazonian 
Umbrellabird. 

Upon our arrival at the lodge, we set up the scope in the main clearing and watched as a few birds 
came and went as the afternoon drew to a close: Paradise Jacamar and Black-fronted Nunbirds 
were in the treetops, while a fruiting Cecropia pulled in Palm Tanager, Rufous-bellied Euphonia, 
Blue Dacnis, Silver-beaked and Blue-gray Tanagers. Over dinner we discussed the plans for 
tomorrow, and decided we would start with the Taboca Trail.

July 24th: We started with an early breakfast before heading  to the Taboca Trail, a loop through 
excellent terra firme forest with bamboo thickets. After watching  a calling Blackish Nightjar settling 
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in to roost atop one of the lodge buildings, we stepped into the woods and eventually found a 
calling Amazonian Motmot perched much higher than expected. We heard three trogons: Green-
backed, Black-tailed, and Collared, but couldn’t lure any of them close enough to the trail to see. 
A singing  male White-chinned Sapphire was far more co-operative, staying  put long  enough for us 
to get the scope onto him. Farther along  we had a pair of White-eyed Antwrens before 
encountering  an early morning  lull in which only a Thrush-like Schiffornis showed. As we reached 
the first of several stands of bamboo, Jane spotted a Large-headed Flatbill  in the subcanopy, then 
we found a pair of Dot-winged Antwrens and also called in a couple of Bright-rumped Attilas; 
Jane spotted a good one when she picked up the Crested Foliage-gleaner, and we all enjoyed the 
view as it sat in the open, singing enthusiastically. 

A light gap at a recent treefall afforded us semi-obstructed views of a couple of emergent trees 
where we found Bay-headed Tanager, Helmeted Pygmy-Tyrant, Plain Xenops, and Rose-breasted 
Chat, while a calling  Pompadour Cotinga stayed out of sight. Nearby we managed to tape in a 
singing  pair of Rufous-capped Nunlets to a spot above our heads, and we even had scope views of 
one of these handsome little puffbirds. 

At this point what had begun as a rather cold morning  began to heat up, and the lacklustre 
morning  bird activity slowed to just a trickle. Of the few birds we heard singing, most refused to 
budge in response to tape (White-shouldered  Antshrike, Chestnut-backed Antshrike), while others 
were canopy birds we had little hope of seeing  from the dark forest floor (Tooth-billed Wren, 
Golden-winged Parakeet, Pygmy Antwren). Reaching an opening  in the canopy, we succeeded in 
calling in a White-lored Tyrannulet for scope views, while a responsive Striped Woodcreeper 
bucked the morning’s trend of neck-breakers by pulling  in at eye level. A couple of Red-necked 
Aracaris returned to the norm quickly as they cavorted in the canopy, while a handsome male 
Fasciated Antshrike compromised, starting in mid-levels before quickly heading up higher.

With the morning now officially hot, we turned our attention to butterflies, enjoying  a few male 
Croesus Eyemarks and Detritivora species along  with a couple of Cithaerias and Magneuptychia-
type satyrs. Our attention was briefly drawn from the butterflies by a trio of Red-necked 
Woodpeckers, presumably the same ones David and Jane had seen the previous day. The activity 
of a few Turquoise Tanagers also drew our eye, and in the process we spotted a nice pair of 
Cream-coloured Woodpeckers. We arrived back at the lodge in late morning, leaving  enough time 
before lunch to wander around the grounds in search of interesting  butterflies, of which there was 
no shortage.

After a break for a soneca  and time to work on photos in the heat of the afternoon, we re-
convened at the river’s edge for a boat trip upstream on the Cristalino. Birding from the boat along 
the river was productive, with a flyover pair of Red-and-green  Macaws and a few Razor-billed 
Curassows along  the riverbanks. A nice male Swallow Tanager was new for the trip, but otherwise 
the river was quiet as the heat had yet to truly abate. Our destination for the afternoon was a 
shallow pond inside the forest which we hoped to stake out and watch for passerines coming to 
drink and bathe in the late afternoon before dusk. At this spot, known locally as the lagoinha, our 
patience was rewarded with views of a pair of Band-tailed  Antbirds, followed by a loud Pará 
Foliage-gleaner, White-browed Antbird, a male Snow-capped Manakin, a couple of Cinereous 
Antshrikes, Dot-backed Antbird, a White-backed Fire-eye female, Fork-tailed Woodnymph, 
Versicolored Emerald, and a single Bare-eyed Antbird at the far end of the pool, deep in the 
gloomy evening  twilight. A Sunbittern also put in an appearance near the back of the pool, and we 
also heard a couple of nearby Great Tinamous and a Broad-billed Motmot quite close by as dusk 
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fell. We stuck around until it was dark to see if we could connect on Long-tailed Potoo, but instead 
heard only the deafening chorus of dozens of Marine Toads. 

The boat ride downstream to the lodge in the dark gave us the opportunity to do a little 
spotlighting, and we had a couple of Pacas, decent numbers of Spectacled and Cuvier’s Dwarf 
Caiman, and a handful of Boat-billed Herons along with a roosting pair of Muscovy Ducks.

July 25th: We ate breakfast before dawn, and left the lodge as the morning  sky began to brighten a 
little, heading across the river for Cristalino’s second canopy tower, just opened this year. We 
walked directly to the tower in the morning darkness, hearing  Rufous-necked Puffbird and Spotted 
Antpitta at the base of the tower. Anxious to see what the dawn would bring  up top, we headed 
straight up to the 1st platform, located some 40 metres above the forest floor. 

Early on we had a pair of Red-fan Parrots fly past us, and a quick scan of the nearby treetops 
revealed at least a half dozen male Spangled Cotingas, along  with at least one female and a single 
moulting  subadult male. The cotingas were coming  and going  from a fruiting  tree beside the tower, 
and watching this tree we soon saw a lovely male Bare-necked Fruitcrow, a fantastic pair of Black-
girdled  Barbets, and small flocks of Red-necked  and Curl-crested Aracaris, respectively. A calling 
Ringed Woodpecker readily responded and posed at eye level in the open for our viewing 
pleasure. A few passerines were around as well, and we chalked up a nice little list of tanagers and 
euphonias from the nearby treetops, including  Bay-headed, Paradise, Red-billed Pied  and Opal-
rumped Tanagers, Green and Purple Honeycreepers, and White-vented, White-lored  and Rufous-
bellied Euphonias. With a bit of tape we drew a dapper pair of Slender-footed Tyrannulets into 
view, and they were soon accompanied by a couple of Yellow-crowned Tyrannulets as well, while 
a calling Yellow-browed Tody-Flycatcher refused to join the fun. 

After a bit of a slow start, parrots soon took a starring role in the morning  activity, with big  flocks of 
White-eyed Parakeets flying  high all around us, small groups of Blue-headed Parrots at canopy 
level, and a lovely group of White-bellied Parrots perched long  enough for good scope views. A 
pair of Red-and-green Macaws flew past early on, followed about an hour later by a trio of Scarlet 
Macaws. We caught flight views only of a little flock of Crimson-bellied Parakeets, but made up 
for it a little with scope views of a couple of nearby Chestnut-fronted Macaws, thanks to Valdirio’s 
sharp  eyes. Other highlights included a lovely Black-bellied Cuckoo and a pair of Brown-banded 
Puffbirds in the scope. David and I climbed up to the top level, while Jane opted to descend, and 
we saw a roost of Swallow-tailed Kites waiting  for some thermals, a couple of Amazonian Swifts, a 
Black-eared Fairy, and some distant White-throated Toucans.

Jane wasn’t feeling  her best after the tower, so we decided we would walk back to the river edge to 
drop her off back at the lodge, after which David, Valdírio, and I would continue upstream a short 
distance to look for butterflies. We couldn’t keep from birding  though, finding a brilliant pair of 
Amazonian Royal Flycatcher at the base of the tower, and a stunning male Black-throated Trogon 
along the trail as we headed back.

After dropping Jane back at the lodge, we headed upriver, seeing a pair of Sunbitterns on exposed 
rocks en route to a small salt lick inside the forest where many butterflies were present. A short list 
of just a few of the species we observed/photographted follows:
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Castilia Metalmark, Blue-frosted Banner, Jemadia Skipper, Orsilochus Daggerwing, Glossy 
Daggerwing, Orange Banner, Saffron Playboy (a moth, in truth), Mesentina Sister, Texa Eighty-
eight, Clymena Eighty-eight, Annulata Beauty, Southern Sicklewing, Hemes Skipper, Ander 
Mylon, Helenor Morpho, Emesis sp., Rayed Longwing, Trochilus Metalmark, Erota Metalmark, 
Norica Daggerwing, Leafwing/Memphis sp., Amphiro Redwing, Myrson Sailor, Cattleheart sp., 
Periander Metalmark, and many others we didn’t manage to photograph.

By the time we decided to return to the lodge, the heat was truly oppressive, and the few creatures 
we saw along the river were either basking in the sun (Anhinga, Yellow-spotted River Turtle), or 
resting in the shade (Blue-and-yellow Macaw).

Our afternoon was a leisurely affair: we headed downriver, seeing  two Capybaras, heading  first for 
a small islet in the Teles Pires river where we had a couple of Black-collared Swallows flying 
around with some White-banded  and White-wingeds, then pulled in to call over the resident 
Amazonian Tyrannulet (see photo). Stepping down from the boat, we found quite a few roosting 
Ladder-tailed Nightjars, a male Vermilion Flycatcher, and a couple of Pied Lapwings. From there 
we moved over to a larger, forested island, where we saw a Drab Water-Tyrant and another pair of 
Pied Lapwings, these ones with two extremely adorable chicks. Around some infrequently used 
buildings we saw a single Red-throated Piping-guan and a male Yellow-bellied Dacnis attending  a  
fruiting  Cecropia tree. A Lesser Kiskadee was around, and we also had a female Black-throated 
Mango, a pair of Red-and-green Macaws, and a Blue-headed Parrot in the scope. Still a bit tired 
after a long  morning  and feeling  the effects of a bee sting  obtained on the tower, we decided to 
head back to the lodge early, but not before seeing  a Blackish Nightjar while returning  to the boat. 
The ride back to the lodge produced a few bits and pieces, including  Bat Falcon, several Capped 
Herons, and a single Boat-billed Heron. 

Birding Mato Grosso: The Pantanal, Cristalino and Rio Roosevelt.



Amazonian Tyrannulet (Inezia subflava), Teles Pires river, Mato Grosso

July 26th:  Another early breakfast, then we headed upstream on the Cristalino as dawn broke. We 
stopped near the head of the Castanheira Trail, calling  in a pair of Gould’s Toucanet and a Ringed 
Woodpecker before landing  on the opposite bank of the river to bring  in a responsive female 
Amazonian Antshrike. A little farther upstream we pulled in at a small islet to try for a few 
hummingbirds. A bit of work with pygmy-owl tape eventually attracted an impressive variety, with 
White-necked Jacobin, Gray-breasted Sabrewing, Rufous-throated Sapphire, Amethyst Woodstar, 
Fork-tailed Woodnymph, Black-eared Fairy, and a Long-billed Starthroat pair. The ruckus caused 
by the hummers attracted other birds too, and we also had Yellow-bellied Dacnis, Gray-chested 
Greenlet, a female White-crowned Manakin, Flame-crested Manakin, Southern Beardless-
Tyrannulet, and after a while, even the Amazonian Pygmy-Owl itself!  
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Paradise Jacamar (Galbula dea), Cristalino Jungle Lodge, Mato Grosso

At the Limão rapids we quickly saw both Brown and Paradise Jacamars, along  with Dusky-billed 
Parrotlets and Madeira Parakeets in the low trees at the river’s edge. A couple of Red-throated 
Piping-Guans were down on the rocks in the river for a drink and a bath. Around the old farm 
house here we saw a couple of open-country/secondary growth species including  Giant Cowbird 
and Buff-throated Saltator. We ventured onto the trail into tall secondary forest behind the farm 
house, but the mid-morning  heat was already keeping  activity down. A big  highlight here were the 
two Brazilian Tapirs which crossed the track at a leisurely pace in front of us, the second animal 
pausing  thoughtfully in the open for all to enjoy. Birdwise we saw only a few individuals, including 
a pair of Spix’s Warbling-Antbirds, a male White-backed Fire-eye, and a singing  male Chestnut-
tailed Antbird. Hordes of biting mutuca horseflies drove us back the way we came, stopping  only 
for a Striolated Puffbird, a responsive Grayish  Mourner, and a few flashy butterflies. Our retreat 
was halted briefly by a herd of White-lipped Peccaries which crossed the trail - we counted about 
30 individuals which crossed, and could hear more on each side of the trail.

With the sun quite high in the sky already, it was time to shift into butterfly mode. We headed 
downstream to the lagoinha we had visited on the afternoon of the 24th, but there was very little 
sun hitting  the ground around the pools, and thus there were very few butterflies to be had (though 
a Periander Metalmark was lovely). On the other hand, we did see Amazonian Antwren, Rufous-
winged Antwren, and Yellow-throated Woodpecker. We returned to the boat and headed 
downstream again to the salt lick area where we had enjoyed the butterflies the previous morning. 

Birding Mato Grosso: The Pantanal, Cristalino and Rio Roosevelt.



Before we could get into the leps though, I called in a nice Bronzy Jacamar to sit above our heads. 
While we bent our necks to look at that one, a calling  Ornate Hawk-Eagle soared high above our 
heads. A short bit of panic ensued as neither David nor Jane managed to see the raptor through the 
canopy, and by the sound of its calls, it was headed towards the river. A quick decision was made 
to hurry back to the boat and hope to spot the hawk-eagle from the river. Unfortunately, we had no 
luck on that end and after a fruitless search decided to adjourn to the lodge for another delicious 
lunch.

After our customary afternoon break, we once again hit the river, this time having  recruited two of 
the lodge’s volunteer guides to join our merry crew for the afternoon. We headed downstream to 
the Manakin Trail, seeing a hulking  juvenile Great Black-Hawk along  the river en route. In the 
igapó forest of the Manakin Trail, we had to work hard to spot a Golden-crowned Spadebill  which 
advertised its presence with a sibilant insect-like call. At a small pond inside the forest, we found 
Band-tailed  and Dot-backed  Antbirds, Thrush-like Schiffornis, and a male White-crowned 
Manakin which returned several times to bathe. We also saw a pair of Red-stained Woodpeckers 
here, along  with a Striped Woodcreeper, a heard-only Euler’s Flycatcher, and a Strong-billed 
Woodcreeper that responded well to imitation but could not be seen as it was nearly dark by the 
time it started singing. Near the river we tried hard to pull in a singing  Tawny-bellied  Screech-Owl, 
but the structure of the forest wasn’t favourable and eventually we gave up.

July 27th:  Yet another early breakfast before we walked to the lodge’s first canopy tower in the 
dark, hearing Collared Puffbird and Cryptic Forest-Falcon  en route. We had a great morning  from 
the tower’s highest platform: White-browed Hawk (a pair), Spix’s Guan, Red-throated Piping-
Guan, Blue-and-yellow and Scarlet Macaws, White-eyed and Golden-winged  Parakeets, a flock of 
six Scarlet-shouldered Parrotlets, White-bellied  and Orange-cheeked Parrot, Yellow-crowned  and 
Kawall’s Amazon, Red-fan Parrot, Black-eared  Fairy, two pairs of White-necked Puffbirds, a pair of 
Black-girdled Barbets, Curl-crested Aracari, White-throated Toucan, great views of a Yellow-
browed Tody-Flycatcher in the emergent canopy just a couple of metres from the platform, Piratic 
and Crowned Slaty-Flycatchers, White-browed Purpletuft, Spangled and Pompadour Cotingas, 
Bare-necked Fruitcrow, Tooth-billed  Wren, Rufous-bellied Euphonia, Red-billed Pied-Tanager, 
Turquoise Tanager, Black-faced Dacnis, Yellow-shouldered Grosbeak, and Epaulet Oriole. A 
leader-only Black-bellied Thorntail got away before anyone else could see it, and a group of Dark-
winged Trumpeters was heard calling  first thing  in the morning  shortly after we had reached the 
upper level of the tower.

We retreated to the relatively cool forest interior in mid-morning, continuing  along the Rocky Trail. 
We played a game of playback tag with a pair of Barred Forest-Falcons (we lost), but while doing 
so we also found a male Gould’s Toucanet and a couple of dancing  Red-headed Manakins. At a 
salt lick in the forest we had a flock of perched Crimson-bellied Parakeets in the scope, along with 
plenty of Plumbeous Pigeons and Blue Ground-Doves. The butterflies we sought weren’t flying yet 
and the muddiest areas were still under shade, so we elected to continue birding  and wandered a 
short distance along the trail past the salt lick. It was a good thing, too, as we ran into a large 
mixed flock which is often in the area: Red-stained Woodpecker, Rufous-rumped and Chestnut-
winged Foliage-gleaners, Slender-billed and Plain Xenops, Spix’s and Wedge-billed 
Woodcreepers, Saturnine and Cinereous Antshrike, White-eyed, Long-winged and Gray 
Antwrens, Sepia-capped, Ochre-bellied, and Ruddy-tailed Flycatchers, Olivaceous Flatbill, Wing-
barred Piprites, and several Tawny-crowned Greenlets. A brief lull allowed us to untwist our necks 
a bit, and also afforded the opportunity to call in a lovely Blue-cheeked Jacamar. But soon enough 
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the flock had returned, and this time it had a distinct canopy element to it. We added Pygmy 
Antwren, Yellow-margined Flycatcher, Dusky-capped Greenlet, Slaty-capped Shrike-Vireo, 
Paraside, Opal-rumped, Green-and-gold, and Yellow-backed Tanagers, along with Green and 
Purple Honeycreepers. 

To give our necks a break we returned to the salt lick to spend the end of the morning  on 
butterflies. There were some gorgeous ones out and about, and top marks went to: Orange Banner,  
Euriteus Euselasia, Pointer Sister, Velutina Cracker, Little Banner, and Zunilda Emperor. We stuck 
with butterflies on the walk back to the lodge for lunch, enjoying the mimicry of the handsome 
Pais Metalmark, working  hard to get photos of an Euselasia that I still haven’t identified many 
months later, puzzling  over a couple of intricately patterned leafhoppers, and topping things off 
with a very cooperative Soranus Giant Owl. 

While most of the other birding and eco-tourism groups left for their afternoon activities at 3 or 
3:30 pm, we elected to start a bit later, meeting  at 4. This proved to be a fortuitous decision. We 
headed upstream on the Cristalino for the last time, seeing  some old friends along the way: Green 
Ibis, Anhinga, some swallows, Gray-rumped Swift, and sundry others. 

We were rounding the sharp bend in the river below the Haffer Trail when Valdírio whispered 
‘Jaguar!’ excitedly into my ear, causing me to search frantically. Upon spotting the sleek, lovely cat 
sitting  by the water’s edge at the base of a steep riverbank, I urgently added “BLACK JAGUAR at 12 
o’clock!!!” The magnificent cat, spooked by our sudden appearance, stood and turned, leapt up 
the riverbank but slipped and fell partway back, catching itself by latching onto some roots with its 
front paws, and hauled itself up  and into the forest. The jet-black Jaguar paused briefly inside the 
woods to look haughtily in our direction again before stalking  silently away. We stopped at the 
trailhead for the Haffer Trail and walked in a short distance, listening  carefully for clue of where it 
had gone, but as magically as it had appeared in front of us, this fabulous black Jaguar was gone.

Elated, but acutely aware that nothing  else we would see today could top that encounter, we 
decided to proceed with the plan and continued up to the small lagoon we had birded earlier in 
the week. A hefty Yellow-footed Tortoise was having  a drink here, and we saw a few birds too: a 
male White-crowned Manakin, Spot-backed Antbirds, a female White-browed Antbird, Fork-
tailed Woodnymph, Para Foliage-gleaner, and very nice studies of a couple of Ruddy Quail-Doves. 
Quite a few birds were calling  nearby but didn’t come in (Short-billed Leaftosser, Scale-backed 
Antbird), or were heard as they passed through (Bald Parrot).

Since it was our final evening at Cristalino, we took advantage of the fact that we finished our 
afternoon well upstream of the lodge to do a bit of spotlighting  as we returned for dinner. Sightings 
were varied as we started with a nice juvenile Amazon Tree Boa, then spotlit a rare Silky-tailed 
Nightjar. We wrapped things up  by photographing  a pair of Gladiator Treefrogs, the most vocal of 
the local amphibians during  the dry season. As we cruised down the darkened river, we savoured 
our encounter with the black jaguar, a first for me, and a very rewarding  sighting considering  that 
we had missed the more common ‘spotted’ jaguar in the Pantanal.

July 28th: After a full day yesterday with results that would have been tough to top, David and Jane  
opted for a lie-in today. We ate breakfast a little after six, then poked around the lodge clearing for 
a while, seeing a lost Sulphury Flycatcher that stuck stubbornly to the clump of planted açaí palms 
beside the restaurant. A short jaunt over to the Secret Garden didn’t produce too much, with 
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White-lored  and Rufous-bellied Euphonias, a male Black-throated Mango, a White-necked 
Jacobin  collecting  silk cotton for nesting  material, a group of Chestnut-eared Aracaris, and the first 
House Wren of the trip.

Then it was back to the lodge to say our goodbyes and head downstream for the last time. Prior to 
reaching the landing  to meet our vehicle, we saw a Neotropical River Otter as it swam from log  to 
log  marking  its territory. A last reminder of just what a wonderful, wild place the Cristalino river 
really is. We had lunch at a pleasant open air restaurent in Alta Floresta before catching  the early 
afternoon flight to Cuiabá, where we had a couple of hours to kill before our connection to Porto 
Velho. This time was spent identifying  butterfly photos and having  a bite of dinner. Our evening 
flight to the capital of Rondônia state was delayed slightly but went smoothly; we arrived at the 
Rondon Palace Hotel a little before midnight, where we flopped before an early start the following 
morning.

July 29th:  We were up early to meet the van to take us to the airport for our rendezvous with 
Luizinho of the Pousada Rio Roosevelt and a group of 4 sport-fishermen from Brasilia who would 
accompany us on the flight to the lodge. We had clear skies for the extremely smooth flight, and 
sooner than we knew it we were having  breakfast while overlooking  a sandy beach below the 
Cachoeira da Santa Rita, on the ‘river of doubt’ that the former president of the United States Teddy 
Roosevelt had navigated with Marechal Candido Rondon nearly 100 years earlier.

After a bite of breakfast we sorted out our things in time to take a mid-morning boat trip, first 
seeing Pied Lapwing, Spotted Tody-Flycatcher, Yellow-browed Sparrow, and Blue-gray Tanagers 
from the beach in front of the lodge. Downstream we had Black-collared Swallows, and those 
were later joined on the list by White-banded, White-winged, Southern Rough-winged, and 
Brown-chested Martin. Several Cocoi Herons were flying around, and there seemed to be an 
endless stream of small groups of Blue-headed Parrots passing  overhead. Sticking  close to the 
riverbanks in the shade, we had Drab Water-Tyrant, the first of several Sunbitterns, Giant 
Cowbirds and plenty of Swallow-wings. A stop to try to photograph a Sunbittern just above the 
Cachoeira da Gloria also yielded an Amazonian Antwren, a Reddish Hermit feeding  at riverside 
Inga flowers, and a Great Black-Hawk calling ad nauseum downriver. 
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Sunbittern (Eurypyga helias), Rio Roosevelt, Amazonas

The roaring  rapids of the Roosevelt are a significant change from the few rocky stretches of the 
Cristalino river, so the group  was forewarned as we headed down to the Cachoeira da Gloria. As 
we ran the gauntlet a massive flock of Golden-winged Parakeets provided welcome distraction as 
they fed on algae and plants exposed on rocks as the river levels subside during  the dry season. 
Once we had cleared the rapids, our guide Semí pointed out a tree full of Madeira Parakeets 
which were resting  quietly. Slightly farther downstream we circled an island thicket, scoring 
reasonable views of Hoatzin, and a seeing a flyby Ruddy Pigeon. 

With the sun really cooking now, we decided to return upstream to check out a clay lick near the 
river’s edge in hopes that we might find some butterflies. Birdwise we had a Black-fronted 
Nunbird feeding young, a heard only Gray Antbird, Squirrel Cuckoo and not much else. The sun 
wasn’t quite hitting  the lick, and a lot of fallen leaves seemed to be keeping  butterflies from 
landing  on the ground, but we enjoyed trying  to photograph the big  Jucunda (Napeocles jucunda) 
that was ever-present, along with two Morpho species, a handful of eighty-eights, a couple of 
sisters, and a number of other bugs that simply never sat still anywhere for us to photograph. A 
cacophony of psittacids in the nearby trees consisted of Golden-winged Parakeets and smaller 
numbers of Madeira Parakeets and Orange-cheeked Parrots, apparently all waiting  impatiently for 
us to leave the area so they could descend to the clay. We eventually obliged, returning  to the 
lodge in time for a lovely lunch, and seeing a pair of Black Caracaras en route.

After lunch and a rest during the hottest part of the afternoon, we returned to the river, once again 
heading downstream, as far as the Esperança Trail. Here we had a couple of Hoatzins near the 
trailhead before disembarking. Beside the forest stream (just a trickle of water at this time of year) 
we saw Wedge-billed  Woodcreeper near a nest hole, Sunbittern in the stream, and we managed 
to rustle up a mixed canopy flock containing  Speckled Spinetail, Buff-cheeked and Gray-chested 
Greenlets, several Red-eyed  Vireos, a single male Purple Honeycreeper, and several Bay-headed 
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Tanagers; we also heard a pair of Bar-breasted Piculets and a Black-capped  Becard with the flock, 
but didn’t manage to see either species. A lovely male Black-chinned Antbird happened along, 
posing  for great views across the stream from our position, a new bird for David and Jane. A short 
distance along  the trail, we found a  White-fronted  Nunbird  and a male Long-winged Antwren 
while trying  for Musician Wren at a known territory. No luck on the latter, nor did we have any joy 
with a Green Oropendola which was calling somewhere in the canopy above our heads. 

Returning to the viewpoint over the stream, we watched a Red-throated Piping-Guan that was 
interested in a fruiting  açai palm, and also found a female White-flanked Antwren nearby, the first 
of the trip. A shady bend in the stream was the bathing  spot for a pair each of Saturnine and 
Cinereous Antshrikes, but otherwise things were fairly quiet. With the forest beginning to darken, 
we returned to the boat and headed upstream, but not before Semí pointed out a trio of Razor-
billed Curassows sneaking down to the river’s edge for an evening drink.

We returned to the lodge for a delicious meal, accompanied by folk songs from the group of 
Paraguayan fishermen who had arrived that afternoon.

July 30th: Having  ventured downstream during  our first day at the Pousada Rio Roosevelt, we 
chose today to spend the morning  on one of the lodge’s excellent trails located upriver. As such, 
we headed for the Ronca trail, one of my favourites. Near the junction of the Roosevelt and 
Madeirinha rivers we saw Black Caracara, a hulking  Black Caiman  apparently named Afonse, and 
a bunch of Hoatzins. A stop at the river’s edge produced a nice Glossy Antshrike, but we missed 
on the desired Bamboo Antshrike, picking  up Chestnut-backed Antshrike, Rufous-tailed Jacamar, 
and White-shouldered Tanager as consolation prizes. 

On the trail itself we started out with Dot-backed Antbird, Golden-crowned Spadebill, and a 
responsive Broad-billed Motmot along the forest stream that gives the trail its name. A fruiting tree 
near the trail was pulling  in a number of passerines, and by staking it out with the telescope we 
saw Blue Dacnis, Purple Honeycreeper, Yellow-backed, Flame-crested, Paradise, and best of all, 
Dotted Tanager, a number of Red-headed Manakins (males and females), several male Pompadour 
Cotingas, Gray-crowned Flycatcher, and Screaming Piha. A singing  Rusty-belted Tapaculo 
approached to check out our imitations, but not close enough to be seen. Climbing  up a small hill 
on the trail we failed to connect on Blue-backed Manakins (leader only), but did see a small mixed 
flock with Striped Woodhaunter, Rufous-tailed Xenops, White-winged Shrike-Tanager, and an 
Orange-bellied Euphonia pair. We only continued a short distance further, but were rewarded with 
a lovely pair of Crimson Topazes in the canopy - the male was apparently partially leucistic, 
showing extensive white spotting on the breast. 

Returning the way we had come, we enjoyed a handful of butterflies including  Actoris Metalmark 
and Lenea Clearwing. A definite highlight for yours truly was a fabulous little Neotropical  Pygmy 
Squirrel, a mammal tick and a rarely seen species. The ride back to the lodge had only a 
Plumbeous Kite in the oppressive heat, while at the boat landing  we had a wonderful congregation 
of Urania moths and a Jemadia-type skipper.

After our customary afternoon break, we headed out on a trail behind the lodge in the direction of 
the 33-metre canopy-level tower amidst lovely tall terra firme forest. On the whole things were 
fairly quiet, but we did see Paradise Tanagers, Gould’s Toucanet, Dwarf Tyrant-Manakin, and a 
constrant stream of Blue-headed Parrots flying  past the tower. Some of us caught glimpses of a 
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small group of Prince Bernhard’s Titi-Monkeys that clambered discretely through a vine tangle 
below our position, and everyone got on a noisier troop of Peruvian Spider Monkeys that moved  
past a little further away. Singles of Forest Elaenia and Piratic Flycatcher were up in the crowns of 
nearby emergents, and a few Gray-rumped Swifts flew past as the afternoon began to wane. Jane 
decided to head down early, and she and Semí saw a group of Common Woolly Monkeys while 
they walked back to the lodge. David and I missed those, and really didn’t see anything else of 
interest on the tower to reward our persistence. 

July 31st:  Downstream this morning, to the Gold Trail at the head of the Cachoeira da Gloria. This 
short but excellent trail runs about 1.5 km each way into vine-laden terra firme forest strewn with 
many large boulders. We started things off with a responsive Elegant Woodcreeper along  the first 
rocky ascent, then saw a Ruddy-tailed Flycatcher and Helmeted  Pygmy-Tyrant in a nearby vine 
tangle. An opening  in the canopy allowed us to get the scope onto a singing Slate-coloured 
Grosbeak; we asked our local guide Semí if he’d like to take a look: ‘no’, ‘but why not?’ - the 
answer, he had a Great Jacamar perched on a vine and would we  like a look? Of course! As we 
admired the jacamar, a nice White-throated Toucan happened by in the same area and called few 
times in great light. 

Some harsh chipping  calls in the subcanopy farther on revealed the presence of another pair of 
Crimson Topazes, and as we watched them quarrelling over some red blossoms, the telltale calls of 
Cinereous Antshrike suggested a mixed species flock was to be found somewhere ahead of us. 
Indeed it was, and during  a flurry of activity we found a number of species accompanying  the 
antshrikes: Stipple-throated, Dot-winged, and Ihering’s Antwren, Elegant Woodcreeper, Plain-
winged Antshrike, Rose-breasted Chat, and White-shouldered Tanager. A low tangle nearby held 
a responsive pair of Ruddy Spinetails which eventually hopped around practically at our feet, and 
a rather more reticent White-shouldered Antshrike which eventually granted us nice views. Then, 
as though someone turned off a faucet, bird activity dried up completely! 

Sudden droughts in activity were common during  our visit to Roosevelt, but being  the well-
rounded naturalists that they are, David and Jane were always happy to indulge their other 
interests - plants and butterflies - during  these lulls. As such we turned our attention to the 
butterflies, managing  to find a few lovely bugs without difficulty. Highlights included a fabulous 
Soranus Giant Owl, an Emesis-type metalmark, Meneria Metalmark, Piera Satyr, a longwing  I still 
haven’t identified, and an unidentified moth, perhaps a Hypocrita species.

               
      Soranus Giant Owl (Catoblepia soranus)        unidentified moth species (Hypocrita sp.?)
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The searing  afternoon heat had not abated by the time we ventured out, but we were planning  to 
stick to the rivers in the hopes that we could stay cool. The walk to the upstream port produced a 
Red-headed Manakin  and a heard-only Hauxwell’s Thrush. After arranging ourselves in the boat 
we started on a small, quiet arm of the Roosevelt near the port where we had a bunch of terrific 
Fork-tailed Flycatchers, and a White-necked Jacobin with a couple of Fork-tailed Woodnymphs at 
a flowering Inga. Satisfied that no other hummers were going to show, we headed upstream onto 
the Madeirinha river, where we saw Hoatzin, Rufescent Tiger-Heron, Ringed and Amazon 
Kingfishers, and a couple of Green Ibises. We ascended the Madeirinha a distance until the sun 
was lower in the sky, at which point we cut the engine and drifted back downstream, listening  to 
the sounds of the Amazonian afternoon. We saw a few things as well, including  a male Rufous-
throated Sapphire at a flowering  tree, a subadult Great Black-Hawk, and another cagey 
Hauxwell’s Thrush  which surrended flight views only. A stop of the confluence of the Madeirinha 
with the Roosevelt was made to feed a Black Caiman named Alfonso, but he had apparently been 
well-taken-care-of by a boat with fishermen from the lodge. Said fishermen kindly pointed out two 
Red Howler Monkeys sitting in the canopy beside the river, which we wouldn’t have noticed 
otherwise.

August 1st: This morning  we returned to the Madeirinha river, heading  upstream to the Pirarara 
Trail, in my mind a classic birding trail, but one that does not surrender its riches without a fight. 
We saw our first Green Oropendolas of the trip en route to the trailhead, in addition to a Bat 
Falcon and the same Green Ibises from the previous afternoon, but not much else. Just past the 
short uphill section at the beginning  of the trail we started off with a flighty Ferruginous-backed 
Antbird  which not everyone got onto; while we worked the antbird we were hearing a massive 
mixed flock in the canopy above us which contained, amongst others, Chestnut-shouldered 
Antwren, Pied  and White-necked Puffbirds, Olivaceous Woodcreeper, Rufous-browed 
Peppershrike and more, and also heard the likes of Pearly Antshrike and Rufous-tailed Flatbill 
while the Myrmeciza led its merry chase. In the end we saw none of those birds, and didn’t quite 
succeed in showing  the antbird to David, and my hope that we could turn our attention to the 
flock afterward was dashed by the arrival of a big  troop of Peruvian Spider Monkeys that dispersed 
things when they moved through the canopy above our heards, shaking  branches in threat displays 
meant to drive us off. Perhaps they had seen birders before, and realized that the easiest way to 
move a birder along is to scare away the bird he or she is after! Things went deathly quiet after 
that, and aside from some fresh Jaguar scat on the trail, complete with peccary hairs and hooves, 
we saw little. 

After walking a fair distance in silence, we broke our goose egg  with a fabulous male Black-
necked Red-Cotinga which came in nicely in response to tape, and picked up momentum with a 
bit of a flock containing Chestnut-winged Hookbill, Rufous-rumped Foliage-gleaner, Rufous-tailed 
Xenops, Long-winged and White-eyed Antwrens, Elegant Woodcreeper, a couple of Screaming 
Pihas, some White-fronted  Nunbirds, the male red-cotinga again for even better views, Saturnine 
and Cinereous Antshrikes, Ochre-bellied Flycatcher, and a Blue Dacnis pair in the canopy.
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Black-necked Red-Cotinga (Phoenicircus nigricollis), Rio Madeirinha, Amazonas

A singing  Lawrence’s Thrush waited patiently while we searched for quite some time, but 
unfortunately the bird slipped away moments after I found it, and moments before David arrived to 
my position. Jane and Semí had already started back toward the boat, so we decided to do the 
same, but not without checking out the butterflies that were already flying  in the late morning  sun. 
We didn’t see much that we hadn’t already photographed before, but upon our return to the 
lodge’s upstream river port we had a stunning Passova Firetip on the beach. 
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With borderline inhumane afternoon 
temperatures during  our stay at Roosevelt, 
our post-lunch activities were mostly 
restricted to the rivers. As such, this 
afternoon we headed downstream on the 
Roosevelt a fair distance in search of 
Perneta, a hulking  3-m Black Caiman that 
has been receiving free handouts from the 
lodge’s fishermen visitors over the years. 
Normally this sort of thing  wouldn’t feature 
highly on our itineraries, but fully grown 
Black Caimans are truly impressive animals. 
Since they are also mostly nocturnal, an 
opportunity to see an adult during full 
daylight is not to be missed. Sadly, the true 
monsters of five and six metres in length are 
quite rare these days, but even a three metre 
beast is a sight to behold. All that said, 
Perneta didn’t seem to be around this 
afternoon, so we had to content ourselves 
with Amazonian Oropendola and three 
Sunbitterns. The last of the three showed 
very well in an area of small rocky islets, 
where we did find a small Black Caiman, 
and Semí caught a beautiful tucunaré-
borboleta - a peacock bass (Cichla sp.)  - to 
show us up  close before releasing it into the 
river again.

August 2nd: This morning  we made our much-anticipated visit to the roaring  Cachoeira do 
Infernão above the lodge, hoping to catch the morning  parrot spectacle in all its glory. During  the 
dry season, thousands of parrots of about a half dozen species converge on the powerful rapids, all 
seeking  to feed on the Podostemaceae plants which grow on the rocks and come into flower when 
exposed as water levels drop duringthe dry season. We had an early breakfast and headed out to 
the rapids, picking our way cautiously across the rocks while trying to remain out of view as there 
were already large flocks of parrots swirling above the rapids: hundreds of Yellow-crowned 
Amazons were in attendance, along  with smaller numbers of Orange-cheeked Parrots, a few Red-
bellied Macaws, and big  flocks of Blue-headed Parrots arriving by the minute. We sat down on the 
rocks near the edge to watch as the parrots staged in nearby trees, yakking  incessantly amongst 
themselves, and occasionally taking  flight in large groups to circle the foamy rapids. As the 
morning  sun began to edge upward higher into the sky, throwing the first rays down onto the 
slippery rocks below, the first trickle of parrots began to descend cautiously to the rapids. We did 
our best to remain still as ever more parrots left the trees nearby our position to circle and 
eventually settle onto the rocks to pick at the plants. Gradually the rapids were being  covered in 
parrot green, and we looked on in delight as the show promised to be everything we had hoped... 
until, that is, ALL of the parrots on the rocks, in the trees, and everywhere else put to the air in 
noisy flight, a sudden cacophony that deafened as an adult Ornate Hawk-Eagle sailed over the 
rapids in search of breakfast. The hawk-eagle landed directly above our location before moving 
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again to a spot that allowed everyone a quick look in the telescope. It then disappeared from view, 
either to continue its day in the forest or moving  to another spot to look for parrots. Either way, it 
was obvious that the parrots weren’t coming  back and that today’s show was over. David and Jane 
were elated to get the hawk-eagle though, a stunning  bird and one that had slipped through our 
fingers earlier in the trip at Cristalino. With spirits high, we picked our way back across the rocks 
and headed back to the lodge. Along  the trail to the lodge we found a pair of Gould’s Toucanets, a 
couple of Blue-necked Jacamars, and a male White-tailed Trogon. 

Our destination was the lodge’s comfortable restaurant for a 2nd cup  of coffee, and here Jane 
settled in to relax with a book. David and I decided to make our way out to the tower to look for 
butterflies in the forest: Silver-studded Leafwing, an unidentified Nymphidium  species, and an 
impossible tiny hairstreak counted amongst the highlights. David climbed the tower for a look 
around in the late morning  heat, while I stayed on the forest floor to look for more butterflies. The 
former strategy produced a nice Paradise Jacamar, while the latter found me face-to-face with a 
couple of Collared Peccaries on the trail. 

After lunch and a siesta, during  which time some Red-throated Caracaras cavorted loudly in the 
lodge clearing, Jane and David wanted to do their own thing in the afternoon and just walk the 
trail around the Cachoeira do Infernão up to the lodge’s landing  strip. In the end I joined them for 
said walk, though we didn’t see much aside for a handful of butterflies and a couple of Short-
tailed Pygmy-Tyrants. A flowering  Inga attracted several White-necked Jacobins and a handful of 
Fork-tailed Woodnymphs near the runway. David and Jane decided they’d like to start back, but I 
hung around to take a few pictures of the late afternoon sun and cloud formations. I was switching 
lenses when some heavy rustling  drew my attention to the edge of the airstrip; it didn’t take long 
for the source of the noise to appear when a hefty female Brazilian Tapir strolled out of the brush 
and into the open. She was obviously intent on dinner in some bushes along  the runway, as she 
paid me no mind and headed straight for the buffet. The big  lens came back out, and I edged 
closer and closer to get a few shots. In truth I probably could have walked right up to her, she was 
so focused on her meal, and the impression I got was that anything  short of climbing  on her back 
for a ride wouldn’t have bothered her. 
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Brazilian Tapir (Tapirus terrestris), Rio Roosevelt, Amazonas

August 3rd: With our marathon trip nearing  its end, David and Jane decided they’d like to take a 
morning  off, have a later breakfast, and simply relax around the lodge enjoying the scenery and 
the butterflies. With so much pristine Amazonian rainforest surrounding  us, I couldn’t help but 
wander off to a small forest stream near the beginning  of the Mirante Trail for a look around where 
I encountered some Common Woolly Monkeys together with a larger group of White-nosed 
Bearded Saki Monkeys. David’s enthusiasm for butterflies is infectious though, and more often 
than not my eyes were trained on the trail in front of me and the nearby low vegetation along the 
stream where I looked for leps. After a while I turned back to pick up  David for a short butterfly 
walk along  the same path, where we saw some fabulous Euselasia spp. and a sublime Evenus 
hairstreak species in addition to a couple of flashy, unidentified, and undoubtedly toxic 
caterpillars.

After another tasty lunch we resolved to head downstream once again in the late afternoon to have 
a final look for Perneta, the large three-legged Black Caiman that lives in the rio Roosevelt about 
45 minutes downstream from the lodge. We slowed to photograph a Razor-billed  Curassow that 
had come to drink water at the river’s edge in the hot afternoon, but otherwise things were quiet 
bird-wise. We wanted to see Melanosuchus though, so we pressed onward. This time it didn’t take 
long for Perneta to pull up alongside our boat after we had switched off the engine near a shady 
riverbank. Semí had brought along a couple of large piranhas for the beast, and we watched in 
awe as it wolfed them down, showing the remarkable strength of its jaws in the process. Well 
satisfied with rare views of one of the Amazon’s true monsters, we started back to the lodge, seeing 
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little aside from a family of Giant Otters which were heading to their den for the night - we didn’t 
want to disturb them and thus didn’t stay long as they already appeared to be a bit agitated.

Perneta (Melanosuchus niger) after a snack, Rio Roosevelt, Amazonas

August 4th:   We tried to get an early start this morning, as our destination was a barreiro or clay 
lick located almost an hour down the Roosevelt from the lodge. Once again we faced the roiling 
rapids of the Cachoeira da Gloria, seeing  some of the usual suspects en route including  Cocoi and 
Capped Herons, Neotropic Cormorant, and others. A handsome Red Brocket Deer was out in the 
open on a sandy beach as we neared the beginning  of another set of very shallow, rocky rapids 
known locally as the Cachoeira do Inferninho. To navigate these rapids, Semí had us disembark 
and cross a rocky stretch on foot while he took the now-lighter boat through the trickiest of the 
rapids, meeting up with us on the other side. 

Soon enough we arrived at the barreiro, but we were a bit disappointed to find that things were 
pretty dry and there didn’t appear to be many parrots in evidence. A nervous flock of Crimson-
bellied Parakeets came and went throughout the morning, and we heard some Orange-cheeked 
Parrots too, but the latter species never stopped near the clay lick for very long. We waited 
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patiently, but eventually the lure of the butterflies that were starting  to appear in the small clearing 
proved too strong for David and I to resist. In we went, essentially putting  paid to any further hopes 
of parrots or a mammal, but there were quite a few nice butterflies to be had. An Orion was 
holding  court in a damp hole that was also attracting  a number of sweat bees in addition to, 
amongst others, Pigmalion Skipper, Clymena Eighty-eight, and Orange Banner. As the sun began 
to hit the clay lick we spread out to photograph butterflies; top prizes included: a male Aulestes 
Metalmark, Cynosura Eighty-eight, Ander Mylon, Common Bentwing, a tattered Pointer Sister, a 
beautiful little Calycopis groundstreak species, a handsome skipper that wouldn’t allow close 
approach - possibly an Original Firetip, Lysippus Metalmark, and a couple of others I still haven’t 
managed to identify. The butterflies took us right up until late morning, and given that it would take 
us nearly an hour back upstream to the lodge, we grudgingly returned to the boat to start our 
return.

Tempted by my tapir sighting  the afternoon prior, we elected to try the path to the lodge’s landing 
strip for some late butterflies before staking  out the spot where I had seen her. The butterflies 
included a Detritivora metalmark of sorts, a Two-banded Satyr, Tiger Beauty, a fabulous little 
Iaspis-type hairstreak, and a couple of other unidentified satyrs along  the trail. A nice Amphiro 
Redring  awaited us on the picnic table near the reception area at the runway, but there was no 
tapir to be had today.

August 5th:  Our return flight to Porto Velho was scheduled for mid-morning, and as such David 
and Jane opted to lie in a bit before having  a relaxed breakfast. I on the other hand was very 
interested in having another look at the parrot show in the rapids beside the lodge, so after making 
sure my bags were fully packed I wandered over for another look. The show was impressive, but 
was once again broken up by the arrival of the Ornate Hawk-Eagle! Anyway, I didn’t have too 
much time to begin with so worked my way back to the trail to the landing  strip, where I had a 
small group of Prince Bernhard’s Titi-Monkey just before David, Jane, and the lodge manager 
Ozaías arrived. The plane arrived exactly on schedule, and after unloading  some fishermen and 
their luggage, we were loaded in quickly and soon were lifting  off above the Cachoeira do 
Infernão, saying  silent goodbyes to the Rio Roosevelt. The flight to Porto Velho went very smoothly, 
and after a bite to eat in the airport there, it was time for us to part ways: David and Jane were 
headed to São Paulo for flights home to California, and I was off to Cuiabá en route to my home in 
Alta Floresta. 
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Systematic Bird List:

RHEAS (Rheidae)

Greater Rhea (Rhea americana) - Seen on 5 dates in drier areas of the Pantanal, including  a 
 confiding group seen near the lodge at Pousada Piuval.

TINAMOUS (Tinamidae)

Great Tinamou (Tinamus major)
White-throated Tinamou (Tinamus guttatus)
Cinereous Tinamou (Crypturellus cinereus)
Undulated Tinamou  (Crypturellus undulatus) - One seen at the abandoned research station near 
 Pousada Jaguar in the Pantanal. Heard on a daily basis in the Pantanal, and also around the 
 lodge at Rio Roosevelt.
Brazilian Tinamou (Crypturellus strigulosis)
Variegated Tinamou (Crypturellus variegatus)

CORMORANTS (Phalacrocoracidae)

Neotropical Cormorant (Phalacrocorax brasilianus) 

ANHINGAS (Anhingidae)

Anhinga (Anhinga anhinga) 

HERONS, EGRETS & BITTERNS (Ardeidae)

Whistling Heron (Syrigma sibilatrix)
Capped Heron (Pilherodius pileatus)
Cocoi Heron (Ardea cocoi)
Great Egret (Ardea alba)
Snowy Egret (Egretta thula)
Little Blue Heron (Egretta caerulea)
Cattle Egret (Bubulcus ibis)
Striated Heron (Butorides striata)
Agami Heron (Agamia agami)
Black-crowned Night-Heron (Nycticorax nycticorax)
Boat-billed Heron (Cochlearius cochlearius)
Rufescent Tiger-Heron (Tigrisoma lineatum)

STORKS (Ciconiidae)

Wood Stork (Mycteria americana)
Maguari Stork (Ciconia maguari) - Abundant in the Campos do Jofre area.
Jabiru (Jabiru mycteria) - Seen on a daily basis in the Pantanal, including a number of active nests.

IBISES AND SPOONBILLS (Threskiornithidae)
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Plumbeous Ibis (Theristicus caerulescens)
Buff-necked Ibis (Theristicus caudatus)
Green Ibis (Mesembrinibis cayennensis)
Bare-faced Ibis (Phimosus infuscatus)
Roseate Spoonbill (Platalea ajaja)

SCREAMERS (Anhimidae)

Southern Screamer (Chauna torquata)

DUCKS, GEESE, AND SWANS (Anatidae)

White-faced Whistling-Duck (Dendrocygna viduata)
Black-bellied Whistling-Duck (Dendrocygna autumnalis)
Muscovy Duck (Cairina moschata)
Brazilian Teal (Amazonetta brasiliensis)

NEW WORLD VULTURES (Cathartidae)

Black Vulture (Coragyps atratus)
Lesser Yellow-headed Vulture (Cathartes burrovianus)
Greater Yellow-headed Vulture (Cathartes melambrotus)
King Vulture (Sarcoramphus papa)

HAWKS, EAGLES AND KITES (Accipitridae)

Swallow-tailed Kite  (Elanoides forficatus)
Snail Kite (Rostrhamus sociabilis)
Plumbeous Kite (Ictinia plumbea)
Crane Hawk (Geranospiza caerulescens)
White-browed Hawk (Leucopternis kuhli)
Great Black-Hawk (Buteogallus urubutinga)
Savanna Hawk (Buteogallus meridionalis)
Black-collared Hawk (Busarellus nigricollis)
Roadside Hawk (Buteo magnirostris)
Ornate Hawk-Eagle (Spizaetus ornatus)

FALCONS AND CARACARAS (Falconidae)

Black Caracara (Daptrius ater)
Red-throated Caracara (Ibycter americana)
Southern Caracara (Caracara plancus)
Yellow-headed Caracara (Milvago chimachima)
Barred Forest-Falcon (Micrastur ruficollis)
Cryptic Forest-Falcon (Micrastus mintoni)
American Kestrel (Falco sparverius)
Aplomado Falcon (Falco femoralis)
Bat Falcon (Falco rufigularis)
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GUANS AND ALLIES (Cracidae)

Chaco Chachalaca (Ortalis canicollis)
Speckled Chachalaca (Ortalis guttatus)
Chestnut-bellied Guan (Penelope ochrogaster)
Spix’s Guan (Penelope jacquacu)
Blue-throated Piping-Guan (Pipile cumanensis)
Red-throated Piping-Guan (Pipile cujubi)
Razor-billed Curassow (Mitu tuberosum)
Bare-faced Curassow (Crax fasciolata)

HOATZIN (Opisthocomidae)

Hoatzin (Opisthocomus hoazin)

LIMPKIN (Aramidae)

Limpkin (Aramus guarauna)

RAILS, GALLINULES AND COOTS (Rallidae)

Gray-necked Wood-Rail (Aramides cajanea)
Purple Gallinule (Porphyrio martinica)

SUNBITTERN (Eurypygidae)

Sunbittern (Eurypyga helias)

SERIEMAS (Cariamidae)

Red-legged Seriema (Cariama cristata)

JACANAS (Jacanidae)

Wattled Jacana (Jacana jacana)

AVOCETS AND STILTS (Recurvirostridae)

White-backed Stilt (Himantopus melanurus)

PLOVERS AND LAPWINGS (Charadriidae)

Pied Lapwing (Vanellus cayanus)
Southern Lapwing (Vanellus chilensis)
Collared Plover (Charadrius collaris)

SANDPIPERS (Scolopacidae)

Solitary Sandpiper (Tringa solitaria)
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TERNS (STERNIDAE)

Yellow-billed Tern (Sternula superciliaris)
Large-billed Tern (Phaetusa simplex)

SKIMMERS (Rynchopidae)

Black Skimmer (Rynchops niger)

PIGEONS AND DOVES (Columbidae)

Rock Pigeon (Columba livia)
Scaled Pigeon (Patagioenas speciosa)
Picazuro Pigeon (Patagioenas picazuro)
Pale-vented Pigeon (Patagioenas cayannensis)
Plumbeous Pigeon (Patagioenas plumbea)
Ruddy Pigeon (Patagioenas subvinacea)
Common Ground-Dove (Columbina passerina)
Ruddy Ground-Dove (Columbina talpacoti)
Picui Ground-Dove (Columbina picui)
Scaled Dove (Columbina squammata)
Blue Ground-Dove (Claravis pretiosa)
Long-tailed Ground-Dove (Uropelia campestris)
White-tipped Dove (Leptotila verraeauxi)
Gray-fronted Dove (Leptotila rufaxilla)
Ruddy Quail-Dove (Geotrygon montana)

PARROTS (Psittacidae)

Hyacinth Macaw (Anodorhynchus hyacinthinus)
Blue-and-yellow Macaw (Ara ararauna)
Scarlet Macaw (Ara macao)
Red-and-green Macaw (Ara chloroptera)
Chestnut-fronted Macaw (Ara severus)
Red-bellied Macaw (Orthopsittaca manilata)
Golden-collared Macaw (Primolius auricollis)
White-eyed Parakeet (Aratinga leucophthalma)
Blue-crowned Parakeet (Aratinga acuticaudata)
Peach-fronted Parakeet (Aratinga aurea)
Nanday Parakeet (Nandayus nenday)
Crimson-bellied Parakeet (Pyrrhura perlata)
Madeira Parakeet (Pyrrhura snethlageae)
Monk Parakeet (Myiopsitta monachus)
Dusky-billed Parrotlet (Forpus sclateri)
Yellow-chevroned Parakeet (Brotogeris chiriri)
Golden-winged Parakeet (Brotogeris chrysoptera)
Scarlet-shouldered Parrotlet (Touit huetii)
White-bellied Parrot (Pionites leucogaster)
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Orange-cheeked Parrot (Gypopsitta barrabandi)
Blue-headed Parrot (Pionus menstruus)
Yellow-crowned Parrot (Amazona ochrocephala)
Kawall’s Parrot (Amazona kawalli)
Orange-winged Parrot (Amazona amazonica)
Red-fan Parrot (Deroptyus accipitrinus)

CUCKOOS (Cuculidae)

Squirrel Cuckoo (Piaya cayana)
Black-bellied Cuckoo (Piaya melanogaster)
Greater Ani (Crotophaga major)
Smooth-billed Ani (Crotophaga ani)
Guira Cuckoo (Guira guira)
Striped Cuckoo (Tapera naevia)

OWLS (Strigidae)

Tropical Screech-Owl (Megascops choliba)
Tawny-bellied Screech-Owl (Megascops watsoni)
Amazonian Pygmy-Owl (Glaucidium hardyi)
Ferruginous Pygmy-Owl (Glaucidium brasilianum)
Burrowing Owl (Athene cunicularia)

POTOOS (Nyctibiidae)

Common Potoo (Nyctibius griseus)

NIGHTJARS (Caprimulgidae)

Short-tailed Nighthawk (Lurocalis semitorquatus)
Nacunda Nighthawk (Podager nacunda)
Band-tailed Nighthawk (Nyctiprogne leucopyga)
Pauraque (Nyctidromus albicollis)
Blackish Nightjar (Caprimulgus nigrescens)
Silky-tailed Nightjar (Caprimulgus sericocaudatus)
Ladder-tailed Nightjar (Hydropsalis climacocerca)
Scissor-tailed Nightjar (Hydropsalis torquata)

SWIFTS (Apodidae)

Sooty Swift (Cypseloides fumigatus)
Gray-rumped Swift (Chaetura cinereiventris)
Pale-rumped Swift (Chaetura egregia)
Amazonian Swift (Chaetura viridipennis)
Short-tailed Swift (Chaetura brachyura)

HUMMINGBIRDS (Trochilidae)
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Crimson Topaz (Topaza pella)
White-necked Jacobin (Florisuga mellivora)
Reddish Hermit (Phaethornis ruber)
Buff-bellied Hermit (Phaethornis subochraceous)
Black-eared Fairy (Heliothryx auritus)
Black-throated Mango (Anthracothorax nigricollis)
Black-bellied Thorntail (Popelairia langsdorffi)
Long-billed Starthroat (Heliomaster longirostris)
Blue-tufted Starthroat (Heliomaster furcifer)
Amethyst Woodstar (Calliphlox amethystina)
Gray-breasted Sabrewing (Capylopterus largipennis)
Fork-tailed Woodnymph (Thalurania furcata)
Versicolored Emerald (Agyrtria versicolor)
Glittering-throated Emerald (Polyerata fimbriata)
Rufous-throated Sapphire (Hylocharis sapphirina)
White-chinned Sapphire (Hylocharis cyanus)
Gilded Sapphire (Hylocharis chrysura)

TROGONS AND QUETZALS (Trogonidae)

Green-backed Trogon (Trogon viridis)
Violaceous Trogon (Trogon violacea)
Collared Trogon (Trogon collaris)
Black-throated Trogon (Trogon rufus)
Blue-crowned Trogon (Trogon curucui)
Black-tailed Trogon (Trogon melanurus)

KINGFISHERS (Alcedinidae)

Ringed Kingfisher (Megaceryle torquata)
Amazon Kingfisher (Chloroceryle amazona)
Green Kingfisher (Chloroceryle americana)
Green-and-rufous Kingfisher (Chloroceryle inda)
American Pygmy Kingfisher (Chloroceryle aenea)

MOTMOTS (Momotidae)

Amazonian Motmot (Momotus momota)
Broad-billed Motmot (Electron platyrhynchum)

JACAMARS (Galbulidae)

Brown Jacamar (Brachygalba lugubris)
Blue-cheeked Jacamar (Galbula cyanicollis)
Rufous-tailed Jacamar (Galbula ruficauda)
Bronzy Jacamar (Galbula leucogastra)
Paradise Jacamar (Galbula dea)
Great Jacamar (Jacamerops aureus)
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PUFFBIRDS (Bucconidae)

White-necked Puffbird (Notharchus macrorhynchos)
Brown-banded Puffbird (Notharchus ordii)
Pied Puffbird (Notharchus tectus)
Collared Puffbird (Bucco capensis)
Striolated Puffbird (Nystalus striolatus)
Rufous-capped Nunlet (Nonnula ruficapilla)
Black-fronted Nunbird (Monasa nigrifrons)
White-fronted Nunbird (Monasa morphoeus)
Swallow-wing (Chelidoptera tenebrosa)

BARBETS (Capitonidae)

Black-girdled Barbet (Capito dayi)

TOUCANS (Ramphastidae)

Gould’s Toucanet (Selenidera gouldii)
Red-necked Aracari (Pteroglossus bitorquatus)
Curl-crested Aracari (Pteroglossus beauharnaesii)
Chestnut-eared Aracari (Pteroglossus castanotis)
Channel-billed Toucan (Ramphastos vitellinus)
White-throated Toucan (Ramphastos tucanus)
Toco Toucan (Ramphastos toco)

WOODPECKERS (Picidae)

White-wedged Piculet (Picumnus aurifrons)
White Woodpecker (Melanerpes candidus)
Yellow-tufted Woodpecker (Melanerpes cruentatus)
Little Woodpecker (Veniliornis passerinus)
Red-stained Woodpecker (Veniliornis affinis)
Yellow-throated Woodpecker (Piculus flavigula)
Golden-green Woodpecker (Piculus chrysochloros)
Green-barred Woodpecker (Colaptes melanochloros)
Campo Flicker (Colaptes campestris)
Pale-crested Woodpecker (Celeus lugubris)
Cream-colored Woodpecker (Celeus flavus)
Ringed Woodpecker (Celeus torquatus)
Red-necked Woodpecker (Campephilus rubricollis)
Crimson-crested Woodpecker (Campephilus melanoleucus)

OVENBIRDS (Furnariidae)

Rufous Hornero (Furnarius rufus)
Pale-legged Hornero (Furnarius leucopus)
Chotoy Spinetail (Schoeniophylax phryganophilus)
Sooty-fronted Spinetail (Synallaxis frontalis)
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Cinereous-breasted Spinetail (Synallaxis hypospodia)
Ruddy Spinetail (Synallaxis rutilans)
White-lored Spinetail (Synallaxis albilora)
Rusty-backed Spinetail (Cranioleuca vulpina)
Speckled Spinetail (Cranioleuca gutturata)
Yellow-chinned Spinetail (Certhiaxis cinnamomea)
Common Thornbird (Phacellodomus rufifrons)
Greater Thornbird (Phacellodomus ruber)
Gray-crested Cacholote (Pseudoseisura unirufa)
Chestnut-winged Hookbill (Ancistrops strigilatus)
Striped Woodhaunter (Hyloctistes subulatus)
Rufous-rumped Foliage-gleaner (Philydor erythrocercum)
Chestnut-winged Foliage-gleaner (Philydor erythropterum)
Crested (Dusky-cheeked) Foliage-gleaner (Anabazenops dorsalis)
Buff-throated Foliage-gleaner (Automolus ochrolaemus)
Pará Foliage-gleaner (Automolus paraensis)
Rufous-tailed Xenops (Microxenops milleri)
Slender-billed Xenops (Xenops tenuirostris)
Plain Xenops (Xenops minutus)
Streaked Xenops (Xenops rutilans)

WOODCREEPERS (Dendrocolaptidae)

Long-tailed Woodcreeper (Deconychura longicauda)
Olivaceous Woodcreeper (Sittasomus griseicapillus)
Wedge-billed Woodcreeper (Glyphorhynchus spirurus)
Strong-billed Woodcreeper (Xiphocolaptes promeiropirhynchus)
Great Rufous Woodcreeper (Xiphocolaptes major)
Amazonian Barred Woodcreeper (Dendrocolaptes certhia)
Planalto Woodcreeper (Dendrocolaptes platyrostris)
Black-banded Woodcreeper (Dendrocolaptes picumnus)
Straight-billed Woodcreeper (Dendroplex picus)
Spix’s Woodcreeper (Xiphorhynchus spixii)
Elegant Woodcreeper (Xiphorhynchus elegans)
Striped Woodcreeper (Xiphorhynchus obsoletus)
Buff-throated Woodcreeper (Xiphorhynchus guttatus)
Narrow-billed Woodcreeper (Lepidocolaptes albolineatus)
Red-billed Scythebill (Campylorhamphus trochilirostris)
Curve-billed Scythebill (Campylorhamphus procurvoides)

TYPICAL ANTBIRDS (Thamnophilidae)

Fasciated Antshrike (Cymbilaimus lineatus)
Great Antshrike (Taraba major)
Glossy Antshrike (Sakesphorus luctuosus)
Barred Antshrike (Thamnophilus doliatus)
Chestnut-backed Antshrike (Thamnophilus palliatus)
White-shouldered Antshrike (Thamnophilus aethiops)
Plain-winged Antshrike (Thamnophilus schistaceus)
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Planalto Slaty-Antshrike (Thamnophilus pelzelni)
Amazonian Antshrike (Thamnophilus amazonicus)
Pearly Antshrike (Megastictus margaritus)
Plain Antvireo (Dysithamnus mentalis)
Saturnine Antshrike (Thamnomanes saturninus)
Cinereous Antshrike (Thamnomanes caesius)
Pygmy Antwren (Myrmotherula brachyura)
Amazonian Antwren (Myrmotherula multostriata)
White-eyed Antwren (Myrmotherula leucophthalma)
Stipple-throated Antwren (Myrmotherula haematonota)
White-flanked Antwren (Myrmotherula axillaris)
Long-winged Antwren (Myrmotherula longipennis)
Ihering’s Antwren (Myrmotherula iheringi)
Gray Antwren (Myrmotherula menetriesii)
Banded Antbird (Dichrozona cincta)
Large-billed Antwren (Herpsilochmus longirostris)
Rufous-winged Antwren (Herpsilochmus rufimarginatus)
“Aripuanã-Ji-Paraná” Antwren (Herpsilochmus sp. nov.)
Dot-winged Antwren (Microrhopias quixensis)
Rusty-backed Antwren (Formicivora rufa)
Blackish Antbird (Cercomacra nigrescens)
Gray Antbird (Cercomacra cinerascens)
Mato Grosso Antbird (Cercomacra melanaria)
White-backed Fire-eye (Pyriglena leuconota)
White-browed Antbird (Myrmoborus leucophrys)
Spix’s Warbling-Antbird (Hypocnemis striata)
Band-tailed Antbird (Hypocnemoides maculicauda)
Black-chinned Antbird (Hypocnemoides melanopogon)
Silvered Antbird (Sclateria naevia)
Bare-eyed Antbird (Rhegmatorhina gymnops)
White-breasted Antbird (Rhegmatorhina hoffmannsi)
Ferruginous-backed Antbird (Myrmeciza ferruginea)
Chestnut-tailed Antbird (Myrmeciza hemimelaena)
Dot-backed Antbird (Hylophylax punctulatus)
Scale-backed Antbird (Willisornis poecilinotus)
Black-spotted Bare-eye (Phlegopsis nigromaculata)

GROUND ANTBIRDS (Formicariidae)

Spotted Antpitta (Hylopezus macularius)
Thrush-like Antpitta (Myrmothera campanisona)

TAPACULOS (Rhinocryptidae)

Rusty-belted Tapaculo (Liosceles thoracicus)

TYRANT FLYCATCHERS (Tyrannidae)

Yellow-crowned Tyrannulet (Tyrannulus elatus)
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Forest Elaenia (Myiopagis gaimardii)
Gray Elaenia (Myiopagis caniceps)
White-lored Tyrannulet (Ornithion inerme)
Southern Beardless-Tyrannulet (Camptostoma obsoletum)
Tawny-crowned Pygmy-Tyrant (Euscarthmus meloryphus)
Slender-footed Tyrannulet (Zimmerius gracilipes)
Ochre-bellied Flycatcher (Mionectes oleagineus)
Amazonian Tyrannulet (Inezia subflava)
Plain Tyrannulet (Inezia inornata)
Short-tailed Pygmy-Tyrant (Myiornis ecaudatus)
Helmeted Pygmy-Tyrant (Lophotriccus galeatus)
Pearly-vented Tody-Tyrant (Hemitriccus margaritaceiventer)
White-bellied Tody-Tyrant (Hemitriccus griseipectus)
Zimmer’s Tody-Tyrant (Hemitriccus minimus)
Rusty-fronted Tody-Flycatcher (Poecilotriccus latirostris)
Spotted Tody-Flycatcher (Todirostrum maculatum)
Common Tody-Flycatcher (Todirostrum cinereum)
Yellow-browed Tody-Flycatcher (Todirostrum chrysocrotaphum)
Large-headed Flatbill (Ramphotrigon megacephala)
Rufous-tailed Flatbill (Ramphotrigon ruficauda)
Olivaceous Flatbill (Rhynchocyclus olivaceus)
Yellow-olive Flycatcher (Tolmomyias sulphurescens)
Yellow-margined Flycatcher (Tolmomyias assimilis)
Gray-crowned Flycatcher (Tolmomyias poliocephalus)  
Yellow-breasted Flycatcher (Tolmomyias flaviventris)
Golden-crowned Spadebill (Platyrinchus coronatus)
Amazonian Royal Flycatcher (Onychorhynchus coronatus)
Ruddy-tailed Flycatcher (Terenotriccus erythrurus)
Euler’s Flycatcher (Lathrotriccus euleri)
Fuscous Flycatcher (Cnemotriccus fuscatus)
Vermilion Flycatcher (Pyrocephalus rubinus)
Drab Water-Tyrant (Ochthornis littoralis)
White-rumped Monjita (Xolmis velatus)
Black-backed Water-Tyrant (Fluvicola albiventer)
White-headed Marsh-Tyrant (Arundinicola leucocephala)
Cattle Tyrant (Machetornis rixosa)
Piratic Flycatcher (Legatus leucophaius)
Rusty-margined Flycatcher (Myiozetetes cayanensis)
Dusky-chested Flycatcher (Myiozetetes luteiventris)
Great Kiskadee (Pitangus sulphuratus)
Lesser Kiskadee (Philohydor lictor)
Streaked Flycatcher (Myiodynastes maculatus)
Boat-billed Flycatcher (Megarynchus pitangua)
Sulphury Flycatcher (Tyrannopsis sulphurea)
Variegated Flycatcher (Empidonomus varius)
Crowned Slaty-Flycatcher (Griseotyrannus aurantioatrocristatus)
Tropical Kingbird (Tyrannus melancholicus)
Fork-tailed Flycatcher (Tyrannus savana)
Grayish Mourner (Rhytipterna simplex)
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Rufous Casiornis (Casiornis rufa)
Short-crested Flycatcher (Myiarchus ferox)
Dull-capped Attila (Attila bolivianus)
Bright-rumped Attila (Attila spadiceus)
White-naped Xenopsaris (Xenopsaris albinucha)

TITYRAS AND ALLIES (Tityridae)

Thrush-like Schiffornis (Schiffornis turdinus)
White-browed Purpletuft (Iodopleura isabellae)
Masked Tityra (Tityra semifasciata)
Black-crowned Tityra (Tityra inquisitor)
Green-backed Becard (Pachyramphus viridis)
White-winged Becard (Pachyramphus polychopterus)
Black-capped Becard (Pachyramphus marginatus)

COTINGAS (Cotingidae)

Black-necked Red-Cotinga (Phoenicircus nigricollis)
Spangled Cotinga (Cotinga cayana)
Screaming Piha (Lipaugus vociferans)
Pompadour Cotinga (Xipholena punicea)
Bare-necked Fruitcrow (Gymnoderus foetidus)
Amazonian Umbrellabird (Cephalopterus ornatus)

MANAKINS (Pipridae)

Red-headed Manakin (Pipra rubrocapilla)
Snow-capped Manakin (Lepidothrix nattereri)
White-crowned Manakin (Dixiphia pipra)
Helmeted Manakin (Antilophia galeata)
Flame-crested Manakin (Heterocercus linteatus)
Dwarf Tyrant-Manakin (Tyranneutes stolzmanni)
Wing-barred Piprites (Piprites chloris)

VIREOS AND ALLIES (Vireonidae)

Red-eyed Vireo (Vireo olivaceus)
Gray-chested Greenlet (Hylophilus semicinereus)
Ashy-headed Greenlet (Hylophilus pectoralis)
Dusky-capped Greenlet (Hylophilus hypoxanthus)
Buff-cheeked Greenlet (Hylophilus muscicapinus)
Tawny-crowned Greenlet (Hylophilus ochraceiceps)
Slaty-capped Shrike-Vireo (Vireolanius leucotis)
Rufous-browed Peppershrike (Cyclarhis gujanensis)

CROWS, JAYS AND MAGPIES (Corvidae)

Purplish Jay (Cyanocorax cyanomelas)

Birding Mato Grosso: The Pantanal, Cristalino and Rio Roosevelt.



SWALLOWS (Hirundinidae)

Black-collared Swallow (Pygochelidon melanoleuca)
White-banded Swallow (Atticora fasciata)
Southern Rough-winged Swallow (Stelgidopteryx ruficollis)
Brown-chested Martin (Progne tapera)
Gray-breasted Martin (Progne chalybea)
White-winged Swallow (Tachycineta albiventer)

WRENS (Troglodytidae)

Thrush-like Wren (Campylorhynchus turdinus)
Tooth-billed Wren (Odontorchilus cinereus)
Moustached Wren (Thryothorus genibarbis)
Buff-breasted Wren (Thryothorus leucotis)
Fawn-breasted Wren (Thryothorus guayaranus)
House Wren (Troglodytes aedon)

DONACOBIUS (Donacobiidae)

Black-capped Donacobius (Donacobius atricapilla)

THRUSHES (Turdidae)

Hauxwell’s Thrush (Turdus hauxwelli)
Rufous-bellied Thrush (Turdus rufiventris)
Lawrence’s Thrush (Turdus lawrencii)
Creamy-bellied Thrush (Turdus amaurochalinus)

GNATCATCHERS (Polioptilidae)

Long-billed Gnatwren (Ramphocaenus melanurus)
Masked Gnatcatcher (Polioptila dumicola)

PIPITS AND WAGTAILS (Motacillidae)

Yellowish Pipit (Anthus lutescens)

SISKINS AND ALLIES (Fringillidae)

Purple-throated Euphonia (Euphonia chlorotica)
White-lored Euphonia (Euphonia chrysopasta)
White-vented Euphonia (Euphonia minuta)
Rufous-bellied Euphonia (Euphonia rufiventris)

TANAGERS AND ALLIES (Thraupidae)

Red-crested Cardinal (Paroaria coronata)

Birding Mato Grosso: The Pantanal, Cristalino and Rio Roosevelt.



Red-capped Cardinal (Paroaria gularis)
Yellow-billed Cardinal (Paroaria capitata)
Red-billed Pied-Tanager (Lamprospiza melanoleuca)
Gray-headed Tanager (Eucometis penicillata)
Flame-crested Tanager (Tachyphonus cristatus)
Fulvous-crested Tanager (Tachyphonus surinamus)
White-shouldered Tanager (Tachyphonus luctuosus)
White-winged Shrike-Tanager (Lanio versicolor)
Silver-beaked Tanager (Ramphocelus carbo)
Blue-gray Tanager (Thraupis episcopus)
Sayaca Tanager (Thraupis sayaca)
Palm Tanager (Thraupis palmarum)
Dotted Tanager (Tangara varia)
Turquoise Tanager (Tangara mexicana)
Paradise Tanager (Tangara chilensis)
Opal-rumped Tanager (Tangara velia)
Bay-headed Tanager (Tangara gyrola)
Green-and-gold Tanager (Tangara schrankii)
Swallow Tanager (Tersina viridis)
Black-faced Dacnis (Dacnis lineata)
Yellow-bellied Dacnis (Dacnis flaviventer)
Blue Dacnis (Dacnis cayana)
Purple Honeycreeper (Cyanerpes caeruleus)
Green Honeycreeper (Chlorophanes spiza)
Yellow-backed Tanager (Hemithraupis flavicollis)
Chestnut-vented Conebill (Conirostrum speciosum)

SALTATORS AND ALLIES (Incertae Sedis)

Bananaquit (Coereba flaveola)
Slate-colored Grosbeak (Saltator grossus)
Buff-throated Grosbeak (Saltator maximus)
Grayish Saltator (Saltator coerulescens)
Yellow-shouldered Grosbeak (Parkerthraustes humeralis)

SPARROWS AND ALLIES (Emerizidae)

Grassland Sparrow (Ammodramus humeralis)
Yellow-browed Sparrow (Ammodramus aurifrons)
Saffron Finch (Sicalis flaveola)
Blue-black Grassquit (Volatinia jacarina)
Rusty-collared Seedeater (Sporophila collaris)
Double-collared Seedeater (Sporophila caerulescens)
Chestnut-bellied Seedeater (Sporophila castaneiventris)
Chestnut-bellied Seed-Finch (Oryzoborus angolensis)
Saffron-billed Sparrow (Arremon flavirostris)
Red-crested Finch (Coryphospingus cucullatus)

CARDINAL GROSBEAKS (Cardinalidae)

Birding Mato Grosso: The Pantanal, Cristalino and Rio Roosevelt.



Rose-breasted Chat (Granatellus pelzelni)

NEW WORLD WARBLERS (Parulidae)

White-bellied Warbler (Basileuterus hypoleucus)
Flavescent Warbler (Basileuterus flaveolus)

BLACKBIRDS (Icteridae)

Crested Oropendola (Psarocolius decumanus)
Green Oropendola (Psarocolius viridis)
Amazonian Oropendola (Psarocolius bifasciatus)
Solitary Cacique (Cacicus solitarius)
Yellow-rumped Cacique (Cacicus cela)
Red-rumped Cacique (Cacicus haemorrhous)
Orange-backed Troupial (Icterus croconotus)
Epaulet Oriole (Icterus cayanensis)
Chopi Blackbird (Gnorimopsar chopi)
Scarlet-headed Blackbird (Amblyramphus holosericeus)
Unicolored Blackbird (Agelasticus cyanopus)
Bay-winged Cowbird (Agelaioides badius)
Shiny Cowbird (Molothrus bonariensis)
Giant Cowbird (Molothrus oryzivorus)
White-browed Blackbird (Sturnella superciliaris)

OLD WORLD SPARROWS (Passeridae)

House Sparrow (Passer domesticus)

Birding Mato Grosso: The Pantanal, Cristalino and Rio Roosevelt.



Photo Gallery - Butterflies
Taxonomy and nomenclature follows Garwood & Lehman “Butterflies of Southern Amazonia”, 2nd 
edition, 2009. More information at www.neotropicalbutterflies.com

CRISTALINO JUNGLE LODGE - 22 to 28 July 2011

Castilia Metalmark (Caria castilia), saleiro east bank of Cristalino river, 25-07-2011, Rio Cristalino, MT

Blue-frosted Banner (Catonephele numilia) male, saleiro east bank of Cristalino river, 25-07-2011, Rio Cristalino, MT

Birding Mato Grosso: The Pantanal, Cristalino and Rio Roosevelt.

http://www.neotropical
http://www.neotropical


Southern Sicklewing (Achlyodes mithridates), saleiro east bank of Cristalino river, 25-07-2011, Rio Cristalino, MT

Texa Eighty-eight? (Callicore cf. texa), saleiro east bank of Cristalino river, 25-07-2011, Rio Cristalino, MT

Birding Mato Grosso: The Pantanal, Cristalino and Rio Roosevelt.



Annulata Beauty (Colobura annulata), saleiro east bank of Cristalino river, 25-07-2011, Rio Cristalino, MT

Helenor Morpho (Morpho helenor), saleiro east bank of Cristalino river, 25-07-2011, Rio Cristalino, MT

Birding Mato Grosso: The Pantanal, Cristalino and Rio Roosevelt.



Ander Mylon (Mylon ander), saleiro east bank of Cristalino river, 25-07-2011 Rio Cristalino, MT

 
Erota Metalmark (Notheme erota), saleiro east bank of Cristalino river, 25-07-2011, Rio Cristalino, MT

Birding Mato Grosso: The Pantanal, Cristalino and Rio Roosevelt.



Myrson Sailor (Dynamine myrson), saleiro east bank of Cristalino river, 25-07-2011, Rio Cristalino, MT

Malachite (Siproeta stelenes), Limão, 26-07-2011, Rio Cristalino, MT

Birding Mato Grosso: The Pantanal, Cristalino and Rio Roosevelt.



Euriteus Euselasia (Euselasia euriteus), saleiro, Rochas Trail, 27-07-2011, Rio Cristalino, MT

Pointer Sister (Adelpha iphiclus), saleiro, Rochas Trail, 27-07-2011, Rio Cristalino, MT

Birding Mato Grosso: The Pantanal, Cristalino and Rio Roosevelt.



Velutina Cracker (Hamadryas velutina), saleiro, Rochas Trail, 27-07-2011, Rio Cristalino, MT

Little Banner (Nica flavilla), saleiro, Rochas Trail, 27-07-2011, Rio Cristalino, MT

Birding Mato Grosso: The Pantanal, Cristalino and Rio Roosevelt.



Pais Metalmark (Themone pais), Rochas Trail, 27-07-2011, Rio Cristalino, MT

Soranus Giant Owl (Catoblepia soranus), Figueira Trail, 27-07-2011, Rio Cristalino, MT

Birding Mato Grosso: The Pantanal, Cristalino and Rio Roosevelt.



POUSADA RIO ROOSEVELT - 29 July to 5 August 2011

Actoris Metalmark (Napaea actoris) female, Ronca Trail, 30-07-2011, Pousada Rio Roosevelt, AM

Lenea Clearwing (Callithomia lenea), Ronca Trail, 30-07-2011, Pousada Rio Roosevelt, AM

Birding Mato Grosso: The Pantanal, Cristalino and Rio Roosevelt.



Piera Satyr (Haetera piera), Gold Trail, 31-07-2011, Pousada Rio Roosevelt, AM

Passova Firetip (Passova passova), beach at upstream port, 01-08-2011, Pousada Rio Roosevelt, AM

Birding Mato Grosso: The Pantanal, Cristalino and Rio Roosevelt.



Silver-studded Leafwing (Hypna clytemnestra), near tower in terra firme forest, 02-08-2011, Pousada Rio Roosevelt, AM

Nymphidium species (Nymphidium sp.), terra firme forest, 02-08-2011, Pousada Rio Roosevelt, AM

Birding Mato Grosso: The Pantanal, Cristalino and Rio Roosevelt.



purplewing species (Eunica clytia/veronica), terra firme forest near stream, 02-08-2011, Pousada Rio Roosevelt, AM

Euselasia species (Euselasia cf. pelor), terra firme forest, 02-08-2011, Pousada Rio Roosevelt, AM

Birding Mato Grosso: The Pantanal, Cristalino and Rio Roosevelt.



Orba Euselasia (Euselasia orba), terra firme forest, 03-08-2011, Pousada Rio Roosevelt, AM

Euselasia species (Euselasia sp. cf. gelanor/mazaca), terra firme forest, 03-08-2011, Pousada Rio Roosevelt, AM

Birding Mato Grosso: The Pantanal, Cristalino and Rio Roosevelt.



Acherois Nymphidium (Nymphidium acherois), terra firme forest, 03-08-2011, Pousada Rio Roosevelt, AM

Evenus hairstreak (Evenus cf. tagyra), terra firme behind lodge, 03-08-2011, Pousada Rio Roosevelt, AM

Birding Mato Grosso: The Pantanal, Cristalino and Rio Roosevelt.



Cynosura Eighty-eight (Callicore cynosura), barreiro on rio Roosevelt, 04-08-2011, Pousada Rio Roosevelt, AM

Calycopis groundstreak, (Calycopis sp.), barreiro on rio Roosevelt, 04-08-2011, Pousada Rio Roosevelt, AM

Birding Mato Grosso: The Pantanal, Cristalino and Rio Roosevelt.



Two-banded Satyr (Pareuptychia ocirrhoe), terra firme near lodge, 04-08-2011, Pousada Rio Roosevelt, AM

Tiger Beauty (Tigridia acesta), terra firme near lodge, 04-08-2011, Pousada Rio Roosevelt, AM

Birding Mato Grosso: The Pantanal, Cristalino and Rio Roosevelt.


