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Cone-billed Tanager (Conothraupis mesoleuca), Emas National Park, Goiás

trip report and photographs by Bradley Davis
(bradley@birdingmatogrosso.com)
Introduction: This tour was Duncan’s 7th birding trip to Brazil, and his 3rd custom tour with
Birding Mato Grosso after highly successful runs at Amazonian specialties in 2009 and 2010,
respectively. Given his experience in Brazil and elsewhere in South America, the trip was designed
to target a select list of restricted range specialties, endemics, recently rediscovered (or discovered)
species, and a few species that had simply managed to slip through the cracks up to this point.
While the trip always going to be about quality over quantity, we did have one number in the back
of our minds throughout: with 24 new species, Duncan would reach the elusive 2500 species
mark on his South America list.
The trip was timed to coincide with the beginning of the breeding season at most sites, but also to
give us a sporting chance at crossing paths with migrant flocks of Sporophila seedeater species as
they journeyed from their wintering grounds in the central Brazilian cerrados to breeding grounds
farther south. We were successful on that count, and earlier in the trip than we had expected, as

we hit many excellent flocks of seedeaters around the Fazenda Praia Alta in the middle Araguaia
valley. That location certainly did not disappoint, and we had a good run on the Araguaia
endemics while simply enjoying the varied, fast-paced birding. Our one-night stopover at Pousada
Piuval in the northern Pantanal of Mato Grosso didn’t go exactly as planned when we dipped the
rare Black-banded Owl upon arrival and were informed by lodge staff that they were unable to run
boat trips on the Bento Gomes river given the extremely low water levels. That meant we had to
forfeit Least Bittern, another target species we had been counting on, but we did salvage the stay
with a fabulous encounter with Gray-breasted Crake, a sort of nemesis bird that had given us no
end of difficulties during Duncan’s 2009 Southern Amazonia trip. Then it was on to the sleepy
town of Vila Bela da Santíssima Trindade in the south-west corner of Mato Grosso, where we spent
three nights, enjoying the varied birding at this exciting location, finding the rare Black-and-tawny
Seedeater in the cerrado near town, the recently split Rondonia Warbling-Antbird in a remnant
patch of Amazonian forest, and the lovely trio of Snow-capped, Fiery-capped, and Band-tailed
Manakins in the scenic Serra de Ricardo Franco State Park. Over the course of our stay in Vila Bela
we quickly settled into a routine, taking meals at ‘our’ restaurant and having breakfast at a
favourite bakery. Before long it was time to head back to Cuiabá to catch our flight to Campo
Grande, from where we proceeded to Emas National Park, Brazil’s finest cerrado reserve. During a
four night stay at Emas, we racked up an impressive list of specialties including our biggest targets:
the recently rediscovered endemic Cone-billed Tanager, the ultra-rare White-winged Nightjar,
Bearded Tachuri, Ocellated Crake, Yellow-faced Parrot, and others. After an unscheduled half day
of birding near Campo Grande after a problem with our flight to Brasilia, we finally arrived at the
final destination of the tour, the spectacular Chapada dos Veadeiros in the state of Goiás. With a
half day less here than we had planned for, we still did very well to get Duncan’s 2500th bird for
South America, a Southern Antpipit. On top of that we had encounters with the likes of Stygian
Owl (at our hotel in town, no less), Blue Finch, Point-tailed Palmcreeper, and repeats of great
cerrado endemics like Cock-tailed Tyrant, Black-masked Finch, and more. A day trip to the
limestone forests of north-east Goiás produced the desired Pfrimer’s Parakeet, arguably the most
beautiful of its genus and a range-restricted endemic, along with such goodies as Jandaya Parakeet,
White-naped Jay, and Scarlet-throated Tanager adding a dash of the north-eastern Brazilian
avifauna to the mix. Our afternoons were spent on lovely cerrado-clad plateaus with spectacular
360º views, where we lingered until late, enjoying the soft afternoon light falling upon rolling
terrain while endemic songsters bode us a fond farewell.
Since we were never too interested in racking up a massive trip list, our final tally of 406 species
(plus 4 species only recorded by the leader) was a decent haul. More importantly, we reached the
milestone number of 2500 species for Duncan’s South America list, and just a few days before his
birthday too. The landmark bird turned out to be the Southern Antpipit, seen in the Bosque da
Santíssima Maria de Jesus, the Holiest Mary of Jesus Woods, south of Alto Paraíso in the Chapada
dos Veadeiros. Being a cracker in and of itself, the bird would be remembered for a long time, but
our sighting on that first afternoon in Veadeiros will never be forgotten for the odd name of the
location where we found it. In all, this was yet another highly successful custom tour (if I do say so
myself) to some little known and rarely birded areas of central Brazil, revealing once again the vast
avian rewards available to the birder who dares to venture off the firmly trodden birding trail
followed by so many visitors to Brazil.

Itinerary:
11 October - Arrival in Palmas, Tocantins. Transfer to Pousada Praia Alta.
12 October - Birding Pousada Praia Alta and surroundings.
13 October - AM birding Lagoa da Confusão area. PM birding Fazenda Praia Alta.
14 October - AM birding gallery forest at Praia Alta. PM flight to Cuiabá, drive to Pousada Piuval.
15 October - Early birding at Piuval. Drive to Vila Bela da Santíssima Trindade, birded late PM.
16 October - Birding Vila Bela area.
17 October - Birding Vila Bela area.
18 October - Early birding east of Vila Bela. Drive to Cuiabá, and flight to Campo Grande.
19 October - Drive to Chapadão do Céu from Campo Grande. PM birding near Emas NP.
20 October - Birding Emas National Park.
21 October - Birding Emas National Park.
22 October - Birding Emas National Park.
23 October - Drive to Campo Grande. PM birding west of Campo Grande.
24 October - Flight to Brasilia. Drive to Alto Paraíso de Goiás and PM birding around Alto Paraíso.
25 October - AM birding limestone forests near Monte Alegre de Goiás.
26 October - Early birding near Alto Paraíso. Drive to Brasilia for outbound flights.

Daily accounts:
October 11th: We met at the airport in Palmas, the capital of Tocantins state, in the early afternoon
upon the timely arrival of Duncan’s flight from Brasilia. After quick introductions, Eduardo took us
out of Palmas onto good roads for the 300km drive to the Pousada Praia Alta, our home for the
next three nights. The drive passed quickly, and before we knew it, we were turning off onto a side
road for an unscheduled try for Kaempfer’s Woodpecker. This striking woodpecker has an
incredible back story. Originally collected in 1926 by Emil Kaempfer, the specimen went
unidentified until it was described as the obrieni race of Celeus spectabilis (Rufous-headed
Woodpecker) in 1973. The bird went 80 years without being seen again until a Brazilian
ornithologist, Advaldo Prado, working in the state of Tocantins unwittingly caught one in his mist
net. Knowing he had captured something very different, he photographed the bird and circulated
the photos in the Brazilian scientific community. Soon his answer came: he had apparently
rediscovered Celeus obrieni, a lost taxon!
Since 2006, Celeus obrieni has been found at a handful of localities in Tocantins, Goiás, Maranhão
and Mato Grosso. One of these sites is located just a half hour away from the Pousada Praia Alta,
and here we were, ready to start our trip off with a bang. We pulled up in the heat of the
afternoon, cautiously optimistic but aware that activity was bound to be practically non-existent.
Obviously we started with a bit of tape for the woodpecker, but were soon distracted by a spritely
pair of Yellow Tyrannulets and a couple of Black-fronted Nunbirds. Although we had been
cautiously optimistic upon arrival, I for one was surprised when the Kaempfer’s piped up,
responding once from the scrappy, bamboo-laden forest on the left side of the road. The midafternoon hour and oppressive heat kept the bird from doing much beyond this however, as it
called once more later on, but simply had no interest in visiting us at the roadside. We also heard
a Blond-crested Woodpecker here, and saw a few sundries including Buff-throated Saltator,

Plumbeous Kite, Yellow-rumped Cacique, and Scaled and Picazuro Pigeons. There was still
another half hour’s drive to go to reach our lodge, the Pousada Praia Alta, so we marked a return
appointment with Kaempfer and headed off as dusk approached; near to the lodge we had our first
Nacunda Nighthawks of the trip.
October 12th: Around the lodge before and after breakfast we picked up a handful of common
birds to start things off: Swallow-tailed Hummingbird and Gilded Sapphire in flowering trees,
Rufous Hornero, Chopi Blackbird, and Yellow-chevroned Parakeet around the lodge buildings. A
short watch over the Rio Formoso in front of the lodge revealed Rufescent Tiger-Heron, Crane
Hawk, Giant Wood-Rail, Cocoi Heron, Large-billed Tern, Brown-chested Martin, and Amazon
Kingfisher. We were also thrilled (well, I was thrilled - I love these animals) to see several Black
Caiman cruising the river like dark destroyers, including a couple of real monsters.
With breakfast and coffee in our bellies, we were taken out to a track through scrubby habitat by
Eduardo, who would ferry us around during our time at the Pousada Praia Alta, proving to be a
wonderful host, driver, and knowledgeable source about where to find the specialty birds of the
site. Near the corral en route we saw Ruddy Ground-Dove and Scaled Dove, pulling up soon after
at the site where Eduardo suggested we begin the day. We started out very well with a responsive
male Glossy Antshrike which popped up into view nearby. Getting right to work with a bit of tape,
we soon got a response from our first target, the distinctive endemic Araguaia Spinetail. It took a
bit of patience, but in short order we had a pair of the spinetails working very low to the ground at
the edge of the scrub quite close to our position. A couple of Osprey flew overhead, and we
picked up a few other species including including Silver-beaked Tanager, Masked Gnatcatcher,
Chestnut-vented Conebill, Bananaquit, Rusty-fronted Tody-Flycatcher, Piratic Flycatcher, and a
single Channel-billed Toucan.

Glossy Antshrike (Sakesphorus luctuosus), Pousada Praia Alta, Tocantins

Driving on to the river, we had a quick glimpse of a pair of Chestnut-bellied Guans, and while
stopped to look at them we saw Rufous-tailed Jacamar and a female White-fringed Antwren. We
followed a very fresh set of Jaguar prints down the river bank and onto the expansive beaches since it rained the night before we figure the cat must have passed through early in the morning. In
successional growth along the river’s edge we picked up Rusty-backed Spinetail and Barred
Antshrike. On the beaches there were Black Skimmer, Pied Lapwing, Yellow-billed and Largebilled Tern; plenty of Hoatzins lined up across the river. Working the scrubby vegetation beside the
beach we turned up Shiny Cowbirds, Orange-fronted Yellow-Finch, Yellow-browed Sparrow,
Lesser Kiskadee and Rusty-margined Flycatcher; an Undulated Tinamou showed briefly in an
opening in the undergrowth before it scuttled away nervously. After a bit of trolling, we got a
response from a very co-operative pair of an undescribed species of Certhiaxis spinetail which
appears to be endemic to the Araguaia valley. The pair obliged us beautifully, approaching quite
closely to hang around in a nearby bush, duetting occasionally and allowing close studies. Some
taller growth a bit further along had Red-stained Woodpecker, Straight-billed Woodcreeper,
several White-naped Xenopsaris, a handful of Plain-breasted Ground-Doves, Short-crested
Flycatcher, Yellow-bellied Elaenia, and our first Swallow-wings of the trip. By keeping an eye on
the river to our right, we were able to watch a couple of small flocks of Barn Swallows flying
through, and also noted a few pairs of Blue-fronted Parrots as they crossed above us, two Lettered
Aracaris, a squadron of Wood Storks, and the constant flights up and downriver by Neotropical
Cormorants and Anhingas. The beaches and riverbank themselves also added to the mix, with a
lone Roseate Spoonbill, a Collared Plover, Striated Heron, two Capybaras and a wonderful Agami
Heron that was well spotted by Duncan. A reticent Long-billed Woodcreeper finally gave up the
goods and flew low over our heads before crossing the river. After quite a bit of searching the
treetops for a singing White-lored Tyrannulet, I was more than a little surprised to find it perched
at knee height along the forest edge, not the stratum I’m accustomed to seeing the species in the
Amazon. We still hadn’t seen our primary target for this walk, and Eduardo suggested we head for
another spot where we might have some luck. We had nearly reached the truck when a pair of
black and white passerines shot overhead - the Crimson-fronted Cardinals we had been looking
for! Thankfully they landed in a lonely bush not far away, and I quickly trained the telescope on
the pair, which did their part in hanging around while we enjoyed the lovely play of dark red on
their black heads, their yellow eyes glaring back at us through the scope. Very pleased to get this
handsome endemic under our belts, we returned to the truck to celebrate with a cold bottle of
water from the cooler.

undescribed spinetail (Certhiaxis sp. nov.), Rio Formoso, Tocantins

We carried on to a lagoon surrounded by forest, where the water levels were fairly low with the
dry season coming to an end. Some idiosyncratic Hoatzins flushed, grunting, as we approached
the edge of the lagoon. A quick scan revealed a flock of a dozen or so Bare-faced Ibises, a couple
of Snowy Egrets, and a few Wattled Jacanas. A more careful scan turned up a significant number
of Solitary Sandpipers (minimum 20 birds) and two White-rumped Sandpipers foraging together.
We eventually turned our attention to a Blond-crested Woodpecker which was calling
intermittently, and after insisting a bit with the tape, the handsome Celeus put in a brief
appearance.
With an hour and change before we needed to return for lunch, we decided to explore a trail
which led from the lagoon through nice forest all the way to the river. We started things off here
with a couple of antbirds, always a favourite, in the form of a cracking female Large-billed
Antwren (truly the fairer sex in this species) and a responsive pair of Band-tailed Antbirds. Blackfronted Nunbirds were the most common species in this bit of forest, and for a while were all we
saw before I spotted another Undulated Tinamou strolling calmly in the open beside the path. A
couple of calling Rufous-tailed Flatbills were a surprising find. An interesting mix of Amazonian,
cerrado, and Pantanal elements comprise the avifauna at Praia Alta; as we commented on this
observation of an unexpected Amazonian species, some nearby tapping revealed the presence of a
handsome Golden-green Woodpecker.
The cloudy skies which had kept temperatures down into the late morning were starting to clear
up, but even as the day heated up we found pockets of bird activity. Duncan spotted another
lovely Blond-crested Woodpecker of the brown-chested interior form. A bit farther along we
stopped to watch a pair of Yellow-breasted Flycatchers as they worked on a hanging nest built
from moss fibres suspended above the trail. At this spot we also found a Rufous Casiornis and a
White-wedged Piculet, both of which we enjoyed in the scope, and a Grayish Mourner which

perched in the open nearby. This brought us to the river’s edge, and after a quick scan of the
beaches we turned back to return to the truck. Retracing our steps, we didn’t see much of note, but
we did hear a Zimmer’s Tody-Tyrant, a bird that Duncan had seen with me at the Pousada Rio Azul
in 2009.

Blond-crested Woodpecker (Celeus flavescens), Pousada Praia Alta, Tocantins

Then it was back to the lodge for lunch. En route we picked up our first Jabiru of the trip. While we
waited for the staff to put the finishing touches on lunch, Duncan and I strolled over to a couple of
flowering trees, watching Long-billed Starthroat, a handful of Swallow-tailed Hummingbirds,
Glittering-throated Emerald, Gilded Sapphire, and White-tailed Goldenthroat as they visited the
various flowers on offer. A nesting pair of Red-shouldered Macaws in an Attalea palm beside the
lodge kept up a constant racket, squawking incessantly as we enjoyed the hummers. Soon enough
it was time for a tasty lunch prepared from local ingredients, including a couple of fruits of the
cerrado, pequi and mangaba.
After a short break during the heat of the day, we loaded into the truck again with Eduardo at the
helm, heading to a nearby ranch to bird agricultural areas and the small forest patches interspersed
between the cultivated fields. Here we were overwhelmed by an abundance of Giant Wood-Rails
on the raised dikes and in dry irrigation ditches. We also saw the first of many Marsh Deer (some

20+ seen on the afternoon between the two farms we visited), along with Savannah Hawk, many
Southern Caracaras, a trio of Chestnut-bellied Guans in a graded field, and dozens of Maguari
Storks picking through the leftovers of recently harvested crops for small animals attracted to the
stubble. With foreboding dark clouds surrounding us, and the occasional light rain sprinkling the
windshield, there was a slight urgency as we rushed to arrive at the site for our big target for the
afternoon.
Eduardo’s plan had us stop at a ribbon of gallery forest surrounding a lake, seeing our first Greater
Rhea of the trip in the fields nearby. A dry irrigation ditch had White-headed Marsh-Tyrant,
Grassland Sparrow, Yellow-chinned Spinetail, Rusty-collared Seedeaters (the pale nominate race),
Blue-black Grassquit, and a single male Capped Seedeater. We stepped onto the short trail from
the road to the lake, and called in three Bananal Antbirds without difficulty. Eduardo had
discovered this endemic at the location one afternoon while fishing on his own. We also picked up
a couple of Hooded Tanagers and a female Guira Tanager. The lake itself held little of interest, so
we returned to the truck with a mind to check out the cultivated areas nearer to the lodge. Before
reaching the truck we saw five Bare-faced Curassows (2 males and 3 females) and two Marsh
Deer bucks together with a female - a reasonable indication that these animals aren’t locally
threatened by hunting pressure. Now that the pressure to get the antbird before the weather turned
bad was off, we were able to stop along the elevated farm roads to look at White-browed
Blackbird and Yellowish Pipit in graded fields, and to enjoy a couple of families of Greater Rheas
with small chicks in tow. Then we picked up and moved on to a cultivated area owned by Eduardo
and his family.
We stopped briefly to wait for the key to the gate to arrive and took the opportunity to bird at the
roadside. Here we had our first Chestnut-capped Blackbirds of the trip (though our count for that
species soon numbered in the hundreds, if not into the thousands) in addition to a smart Blackcapped Donacobius and a flyover Black-crowned Night-Heron. A large flock of migrant Cliff
Swallows appeared in the sky above us, and we watched as they descended to drink from the
marshy pools near the road. Throughout the late afternoon we would see thousands of these
migrants flying low and high over the soybean fields, and some careful watching of a couple parts
of these massive flocks produced an occasional Barn Swallow and a few Bank Swallows. Once the
gate was opened, we continued along the elevated roads in the truck, seeing many Limpkins, even
more Giant Wood-Rails and a handful of new species including our first Horned Screamer of the
trip, a small flock of Brazilian Teal on the wing, a couple of Green Ibises, and a Little
Woodpecker. A flooded irrigation ditch held an adult Snail Kite, both Amazon and Green
Kingfishers, and a juvenile Boat-billed Heron. A little farther along we spied a Green-and-rufous
Kingfisher as it watched the quiet waters below.

Green-and-rufous Kingfisher (Chloroceryle inda), Fazenda Praia Alta, Tocantins

Not too much farther ahead we found yet another pair of Bare-faced Curassows (bringing the day’s
count to 7 individuals), and while the female fled in desperation the male stayed put and strutted
nearby in the corn stubble for a while before we moved on. A narrow ribbon of taller grass along a
dry irrigation ditch amidst the soybeans had a bit of movement in it, and I asked Eduardo to stop
the truck so I could check out a small bird with promising colouration. We jumped down and set
up the scope, quickly confirming my initial suspicion - a cracking male Dark-throated Seedeater,
in fresh breeding plumage! We barely had time to engage in a bit of delighted self-congratulation
when another striking seedeater popped up in the very same bush - a male Marsh Seedeater! If
that weren’t enough, a bit more searching turned up a handful of Double-collared Seedeaters,
quite a few Capped Seedeaters, several Blue-black Grassquits and a few Rusty-collared
Seedeaters. The frenzy wasn’t over though, and before too long we had latched onto a Chestnut
Seedeater male in full breeding plumage, along with at least 2 others which were finishing their
moults. The flock seemed to come and go, or was perhaps just a stream of birds moving from one
field to the next (it was hard to track their movements in the fields as they inevitably got lost
amongst a massive flock of low-flying Cliff Swallows). We saw a couple more Marsh Seedeaters
now and again, and a territorial White-tailed Goldenthroat which stayed put in the ‘seedeater
bush’ throughout the event. We waited a while longer to see if anything else might pop up, but
dusk was fast approaching and the early evening calls of Horned Screamers and Ash-throated
Crakes were telling us it was time to move on. Eduardo took us round a loop on the wellmaintained farm roads (seeing 6 more Marsh Deer in the process) and delivered us back to the
lodge in time for a shower before dinner and lists. With rain threatening after dinner and an early

start scheduled for the next morning, we chose to postpone the planned spotlighting session for
another day.
October 13th: We were up a tad earlier for breakfast today as we had a 30-minute drive to our first
birding site this morning to undertake. The sun was well up by the time we reached the small
patch of bamboo-laden forest we had visited briefly on the afternoon of the 11th. Once again our
target was the Kaempfer’s Woodpecker, and once again we were met by silence and perhaps
simple indifference to our early attempts with tape. There were a few birds to be seen here though,
and they included repeats such as Yellow Tyrannulet and White-fringed Antwren, along with new
faces like Masked Tityra, Sirystes, Bran-coloured Flycatcher, and White-naped Jay. Finally, after a
great deal of insistence, we earned a feeble response from the woodpecker. Knowing that we had
only an outside chance at this species again later in the trip, we insisted further. A couple more
tepid responses followed, but we didn’t seem to be getting anywhere when a flash of movement
between bamboo stalks at the back of the forest patch drew our attention. Deftly, we set up the
scope and sure enough, there was a drop-dead gorgeous Kaempfer’s Woodpecker clinging to a
slender bamboo stem and preening calmly. We were beside ourselves as we watched this
enigmatic bird through the telescope, during which time it behaved perfectly.
Even with this mega ‘on the list’, we hung around the tiny patch of bamboo-laden forest hoping for
further views of the woodpecker. The bird called once more, but after a while we were certain it
wasn’t forthcoming. During the wait, a Pheasant Cuckoo piped up from a distance off the road. A
quick bit of whistled imitation did the trick, bringing this fantastic bird over our heads as it flew
across the road a couple of times in search of the phantom interloper. After a while it settled in a
roadside tree, where we could watch it in the scope briefly.
Thrilled with the first part of our morning, we drove onward along the same road into a patchwork
of cerrado and ranchland, picking up Burrowing Owl, Red-legged Seriema on a fencepost in front
of a farm house, and Black-collared Hawk, two Capped Herons, and a trio of Sunbitterns along
with a few other friendly repeats at a pool beside the road. We doubled back, hoping to try for
Kaempfer’s again round the far side of the bamboo patch, but instead found a pair of Blondcrested Woodpeckers along with Flavescent Warbler and Pearly-vented Tody-Tyrant. A short stop
at a nicer looking patch of forest flanking the road yielded our first Planalto Slaty-Antshrike and
Black-capped Antwrens, while a visit to a quiet part of the town of Lagoa da Confusão slated for
future development found Rufous-browed Peppershrike, heard only Purple-throated Fruitcrows, a
Pileated Finch quarreling with a Bananaquit, and a male Amethyst Woodstar taking a beating from
a Glittering-throated Emerald.

Red-legged Seriema (Cariama cristata), Lagoa da Confusão, Tocantins

Nearing the lodge again, Eduardo suggested we make a quick stop at a marshy area on a
neighbouring farm. Here we found Purple Gallinule amongst a few other species we had seen
already, while a walk along the dike into a slightly drier, open area produced a decent flock of
seedeaters, with Dark-throated, Capped, Rusty-collared, and best of all, a good male Rufousrumped Seedeater that sat quietly in a favourite bush with the others, resting in the mid-day heat.
After a spot of lunch and a short rest in our air-conditioned rooms, we stepped out in midafternoon, starting things off with a look at the resident pair of Barn Owls which had recently
fledged young in the grain silo beside the lodge. Then it was out to the cultivated areas of the
Fazenda Praia Alta again, stopping first on the entrance road to look at a Greater Thornbird on its
bulky stick nest. We then drove to a different farming area than the one we had birded the prior
afternoon, and after checking out a couple of Greater Rheas we were once again surrounded by
seedeaters - these itinerant flocks provide a singular challenge to the observer as they stream
through an area, pausing to pick grass seeds from tall stalks that bend precariously under the
weight of the tiny birds. Mostly comprised of female and immatures, finding the handsome male
seedeaters can at times be likened to picking a needle out of a moving haystack. In this particular
flock we had more of the same species as the previous day, including Rusty-collared, Darkthroated, and Chestnut Seedeaters. In amongst these we also had a couple of Lined Seedeater
males, and a curious bird that looked superficially like a Black-and-tawny but appeared to be a
Capped/Lined hybrid. A wetter area had a big Jabiru, a trio of Horned Screamers, our first Whitefaced Whistling-Ducks of the trip, and a migrant Pectoral Sandpiper. At one point the big

seedeater flock took flight, as did a surprising number of Wattled Jacanas that we hadn’t seen
hidden in the grass - searching around a bit, we spotted the male Long-winged Harrier that was
responsible for the tumult.
Continuing on, we worked our way in the truck around the fields using the excellent grid system of
elevated roads (really ideal for this sort of birding), seeing a mating pair of Great Black-Hawks and
many, many more Chestnut-capped Blackbirds. A quiet pond in a forested area held a big group of
Hoatzin, while the nearby open fields held a couple of Marsh Deer. As dusk approached, we
watched the mind-boggling sight of tens of thousands of Cliff Swallows as they gathered in the air
over the rice and soybean fields, presumably preparing to head off to a roost site for the evening.
While waiting for darkness to arrive, we saw a Bat Falcon, Snail Kites heading to roost, another
couple of Marsh Deer, heard Great Horned-Owl and saw a pair of Chestnut-bellied Guans on the
road with a couple of Giant Wood-Rails in tow.
Spotlighting was a bust thanks to an impressive thunder, lightning, and rain storm that broke things
up after we had seen just a single Marsh Deer, a Black-crowned Night-Heron, and a couple of
Boat-billed Herons.
October 14th: With an early afternoon flight to catch from Palmas to Cuiabá, we had time for a
short morning birding walk before we needed to hit the road. With just Maranhão Hermit
outstanding from our list of major targets at Praia Alta, we elected to bird a track through scrubby
gallery forest a short drive from the lodge. Upon arriving at the trail, we picked up our first
Amazonian Tyrannulet of the trip. On the track itself we ran into a several larger-bodied terrestrial
birds including Undulated Tinamou, a family of Bare-faced Curassows, and a single Small-billed
Tinamou. Eduardo spotted our first pair of Lineated Woodpeckers of the trip, and a short distance
beyond them we found another Bananal Antbird territory. Other new additions to the trip list
included Mouse-coloured Tyrannulet, Moustached Wren, Southern Rough-winged Swallow and
Purple-throated Euphonia. Periodic use of the tape yielded no response from our target, the
hermit.
With our time running out, we hit a small mixed flock at the end of the trail in a bit of taller riveredge gallery forest. It was mostly populated with several pairs of Large-billed Antwrens, but also
held a couple of Forest Elaenias, a single male Bananal Antbird, and a single Reiser’s Tyrannulet, a
most unexpected surprise. Then our time was up; we returned to the lodge a bit disappointed that
we hadn’t connected with the hermit, but extremely pleased on the whole with the results of the
first leg of the trip.
After saying our farewells, we packed up the truck and Eduardo took us back to Palmas, arriving in
time for a quick lunch before our flight to Cuiabá, which went smoothly. In said city, we changed
our watches and stopped at the hire agency to pick up our car. We then headed out into a
thunderous rainstorm, making the 100km journey to the Pousada Piuval in the northern Pantanal in
the early evening, arriving there in time for dinner.
October 15th: Determined to make the best of things given the bad news that the river was too
low to take a boat trip to try for Least Bittern, we headed early to for the marshy fringes of the
Bento Gomes river to try for another target species. En route we picked up our first White
Woodpeckers and Chaco Chachalacas of the trip. We chose not to dally however, and drove
straight to the spot for our morning’s target. Upon arrival we set up in a small open patch of marsh
fringing the Bento Gomes and played tape for Gray-breasted Crake. After some time we caught

sight of our quarry when it flew in from behind us, clinging briefly to a stalk of grass before
slinking down to the ground and disappearing. We had seen it, but quite poorly; further work with
the tape produced nary a response. Okay; we decided to try another spot a short distance away,
but found the area to be far too dry for a crake, even Gray-breasted which often occurs in grassy
fields some distance from water. We did see a handful of new species for the trip between the two
spots, including Solitary Cacique, Mato Grosso Antbird, Grayish Saltator, a pair of Southern
Screamers, Black-collared Hawk, Yellow-billed Cardinal, Unicoloured Blackbird, Striped Cuckoo,
and Rusty-collared Seedeater of the ochrascens race, different from the paler nominate birds we
had been seeing in Tocantins. We also heard Cream-coloured Woodpecker calling from the taller
gallery forest. Duncan suggested we return to our first spot, and that we did, this time setting the
speaker in the grass below us. Duncan was the on the ball this morning, tracking down the Graybreasted Crake after detecting its soft contact calls as it crept into view less than 2 metres from his
position while I was distracted scoping a flock of parakeets. I quickly got onto the bird as well, and
we enjoyed excellent views as it moved nervously amongst the grasses below us.
Happy with that one, particularly after having tried ad nauseum for it in the ranchland surrounding
the Pousada Rio Azul in 2009, we drove slowly back amongst the forest islands en route to
breakfast. We stopped a couple of times along the way, including quick forays to look at Whitelored Spinetail (to compare with the Araguaia Spinetail we had seen a couple of days earlier), a
singing Red-crested Finch, and a stop at a reliable spot for Hyacinth Macaws, along with the usual
Monk Parakeets, Blue-fronted Parrots, and Black-fronted Nunbird.

Hyacinth Macaw (Anodorhynchus hyacinthinus), Pousada Piuval, Mato Grosso

Around the lodge before and during breakfast we added a flock of Saffron Finches, a few Baywinged Cowbirds, and a small group of handsome Blue-crowned Parakeets around the corral,
where they were visiting the troughs where salt and feed were provided for the livestock. After a
nice breakfast, we checked out and hit the road for the long drive to Vila Bela da Santíssima

Trindade. We had nothing exciting birdwise en route, but good empty roads meant we made
decent time, even arriving to the Campos do Encanto east of Vila Bela with a couple of hours of
daylight remaining.
Rather than head to town to check into our hotel, we chose to get right to the birding. A quiet road
through grazed cerrado had Black-faced Tanager, Blue-black Grassquit, Collared Crescentchest
(an individual which turned out to be the only Crescentchest we would actually see during the
trip, in spite of the fact that we heard it on a daily basis in appropriate habitat), Chalk-browed
Mockingbird, Pale-breasted Spinetail, Purplish Jay, many Red-shouldered Macaws flying to and
fro, and our first Wedge-tailed Grass-Finches of the trip.
Another track through marshier habitats produced White-headed Marsh-Tyrant and Rusty-collared
Seedeater in tall reed beds, Capped Heron, Gray-necked Wood-Rail and Amazon Kingfisher
below a small bridge, Swallow-tailed Hummingbirds beating up on a couple of White-tailed
Goldenthroats, and a cacophony of macaws passing overhead while we birded: plenty of Blueand-yellows, one or two pairs of Red-and-green Macaws, and larger numbers of both Redshouldered and Golden-collared Macaws, with a single pair of Red-bellied Macaws joining the
fun a little later on. A Crane Hawk was taking a pounding from a bellicose pair of Tropical
Kingbirds, while small numbers of Short-tailed Swifts dotted the sky overhead. With fatigue from
the early start and long drive starting to set in, we decide to head to town to settle into our hotel
and wash up before dinner. A pair of Screaming Cowbirds bid us farewell as we drove off. We
checked into our hotel in town, and headed to the only restaurant that was open for dinner, a tasty
affair with several fresh fish dishes.
October 16th: Our birding this morning began on a dirt road east of Vila Bela, in an area of grazed
cerrado which appeared to also have burned recently as well. Gray clouds formed a low ceiling,
and we weren’t sure how much birding time we would have before rain arrived. The birds
apparently weren’t sure either, as things were awfully quiet early on. Pairs of Yellow-bellied and
Lesser Elaenias were around, along with a male Black-faced Tanager and Blue-black Grassquits by
the bucketload. We scoured the grassquit flocks for seedeaters, coming up nearly empty with just a
few Plumbeous Seedeaters here and there, mostly independent from the grassquits, in fact. A few
pairs of Yellow-crowned Parrots passed overhead, drawing squawks of disdain from a couple of
unseen Blue-and-yellow Macaws. A few macaws then appeared, followed by a few more, followed
by more still. Unperturbed by the southerly breeze and foreboding clouds, as many as 30 Blueand-yellow Macaws were soon milling about along the roadside, picking at fruits, seed pods, and
even dead leaves in two or three selected trees. Though the macaws were lovely, they weren’t the
reason we had driven all the way to Vila Bela, and since no seedeaters were around, we changed
venues.
Our second birding road wasn’t too much better than the first, but we managed to find birds
nonetheless: Long-tailed Ground-Doves were common on the edges of the dirt road, while flocks
of Peach-fronted Parakeets and Red-shouldered Macaws caused a ruckus in the fields. We drove
slowly for a while in hopes of hitting a flock of seedeaters, but didn’t turn up much beyond Chalkbrowed Mockingbird and more Blue-black Grassquits. A recently burned area with some slightly
taller trees had Chestnut-bellied Seed-Finch, several calling Collared Crescentchests, a female
Rusty-backed Antwren, and a Barred Antshrike. Having nearly reached the end of the road, we
turned back and repeated the slow drive. A stop in a nice bit of cerrado produced a responsive and
showy pair of White-rumped Tanagers, but in spite of its initial positive response a recalcitrant
Small-billed Tinamou couldn’t be coaxed into view. We had nearly reached the main road again

when we stopped to scan a wet field for waders, instead picking up the biggest surprise of the
morning so far when we caught sight of a male and female Pampas Deer together in the taller grass
a ways back from the road.
I wanted to check an area closer to town before lunch, but felt that a cup of coffee would be a
good idea first. We were disappointed to find that the coffee stop I frequented on previous visits
had closed, and rather than looking for another place we turned round and headed for our birding
site, which wasn’t far away. We had stopped to check out a flock of Fork-tailed Flycatchers which
had been grounded by the weather, battling amongst themselves and occasionally beating up on
some hapless Chopi Blackbirds when Duncan spied a male White-bellied Seedeater on the other
side of the road. As is often the case, one thing led to another as we spotted a pair of Rustycollareds, then a male Tawny-bellied Seedeater. And suddenly there it was - a cracking male
Black-and-tawny Seedeater in roadside vegetation!

Black-and-tawny Seedeater (Sporophila nigrorufa), Vila Bela da Santíssima Trindade, Mato Grosso

A bit more searching revealed the presence of two pairs of Black-and-tawny Seedeaters, and we
were able to watch as the two males chased one another around before one stopped to belt out
some song while we looked on, quite pleased with ourselves. The seedeaters appeared to be
sticking to an area sheltered from the wind by small patch of secondary growth, and they showed
no inclination to move on. We later turned up a single male Dark-throated Seedeater in the same
area, and other birds here included White-throated Kingbird, Picui and Plain-breasted GroundDoves, a few White Woodpeckers, Swallow-tailed Hummingbird, and a Lesser Yellow-headed
Vulture fighting the stiff wind.

Elated by our success and with time to spare before lunch, we drove on to a big marsh which had
a distant Osprey, loads of Rufescent Tiger-Herons and Wattled Jacanas, a few Snail Kites, Blackcollared Hawk, and a trio of Muscovy Ducks. Or to put it more succinctly, not much at all.
Lunch was followed by a short break, after which we crossed the bridge over the Guaporé river
and headed to the Serra de Ricardo Franco State Park. We arrived to find that the cool weather
which had prevailed during the morning had not been enough to keep a group of noisy locals
away. Thinking that the loud music wouldn’t help the birding much, we returned to the park
entrance and took a side trail down to a quieter section of the rocky stream in gallery forest at the
base of the imposing Serra de Ricardo Franco which serves as a memorable backdrop for Vila Bela.
We didn’t even reach the stream before encountering a pair of Golden-crowned Warblers and a
happy Stripe-necked Tody-Tyrant which checked us out very closely. At the stream we watched an
Amazon Kingfisher and two Striated Herons as they hunted hapless fish trapped in isolated pools.
A singing White-tailed Trogon wandered over to check out my imitations, and was followed later
by a striking Amazonian Motmot. The warblers and tody-tyrant also returned, this time with a
female White-bearded Manakin, Yellow-olive Flycatcher and Silver-beaked Tanagers in tow.
The music had stopped at the picnic area, and the revelers soon left, so we decided to hit the trail
to the waterfalls. A mixed flock near the beginning had Rufous-winged Antwren, Planalto SlatyAntshrike, Streaked Xenops, Olivaceous Woodcreeper, a pair of Bar-breasted Piculets, Streaked
Flycatcher, Red-eyed Vireo, and a family of Rufous-tailed Jacamars which had been hanging out
nearby. A short distance ahead we found our first of several subadult male Band-tailed Manakins.
A stop at a fork in the nearly dried-out streambed was worthwhile for the Ferruginous Pygmy-Owl,
Turquoise Tanager, Blue Dacnis, Fork-tailed Woodnymph we turned up, supplemented by some
flyby views of a Green-and-rufous Kingfisher. We also saw a pair of Black-throated Antbirds
which sat together in the open, calling, in an atypical performance for the species. A couple of
Peruvian Spider Monkeys provided a mammalian diversion.
Near the fork in the trail we picked up our first Pale-breasted Thrush of the trip, though that one
was soon overshadowed by the cracking male Snow-capped Manakin we called in to sit above the
trail. We took the path to the Cachoeira dos Namorados, and although the waterfall itself was dry,
it was definitely worth seeing as always (and we got our first Cliff Flycatcher of the trip here too).
As we returned to the main trail Duncan spotted the resident White Hawk that frequents the
streams in the park. It was then time to wander back to the picnic area and parking lot, as we
planned to stake the streambed out to look for Cinnamon-throated Hermit which I had seen there
in the past. That part of the plan didn’t go as hoped, but we did see quite a few other species
coming and going, including Lettered Aracari, Swallow Tanager, Gray-headed Tanager, Planalto
Woodcreeper, Buff-throated Saltator, and others we had seen along the trail. As dusk approached
we successfully called an Austral Screech-Owl into the open for marvelous views. That seemed to
be a good way to close out the day, and with the time change to Brazilian Summer Time overnight
it was already 7 PM - time to head back to town for a shower, dinner, and the checklist.

Austral Screech-Owl (Megascops usta), Serra de Ricardo Franco State Park, Mato Grosso

October 17th: Once it became clear that breakfast was not going to materialize in a timely fashion
at our hotel, we cut our losses and headed to a panificadora on the main square in Vila Bela for a
proper Brazilian breakfast of fresh French bread, pão de queijo, coffee, and juice. Then it was off to
a remnant patch of Amazonian forest to the east of town for our morning’s birding. This site always
holds a very interesting mix of birds, and this morning was no different. Psittacids were up in
numbers upon our arrival, and we quickly racked up several Red-and-green Macaws, Blue-headed
Parrot, Red-bellied and Red-shouldered Macaws, Yellow-chevroned Parakeets, and a couple of
small flocks of the screechy Dusky-headed Parakeet, a new bird for the trip. The cut-up habitat
around our parking spot had Yellow-tufted Woodpecker, Crested Oropendolas, Scaled Pigeon,
and Southern Chestnut-tailed Antbird singing from inside the secondary growth. A Plumbeous
Kite was perched near the road, but later lifted up for another day of elegance in the air. Lettered
Aracaris and a Lineated Woodpecker kept up the stream of larger-bodied birds, and that theme
continued with the arrival of a very responsive Purple-throated Fruitcrow.
We switched leads though, when a Yellow-browed Tody-Flycatcher put in an appearance, in the
same spot where we would later find a Short-tailed Pygmy-Tyrant on the return. The little guys
kept it coming with a Plain Tyrannulet in bushes beside the road, a male Amazonian Antshrike
that performed in the scope, and our first Variegated Flycatcher of the trip in the treetops. A Little
Cuckoo deigned to peek out from his hiding spot for a quick look, while a handful of Whitefronted Nunbirds cavorted in the subcanopy above that one. A pair of Red-throated Piping-Guans
were the only ones we would see during this trip, the same being true for the Greater Yellowheaded Vulture circling low over the forest. This birding track always seems to produce mammal

sightings, and this morning was no different, with a Brazilian Tapir scoped as it strolled around on
the road near the far end of the forest patch. A couple of noisy groups of Black-tailed Marmosets
were smart performers as well, and later when we were heading back to the car a decent sized
group of at least 30 White-lipped Peccaries filed across the road in front of us. I was starting to
wonder where our target bird was though, as we had nearly reached the far end of the forest and
still hadn’t heard a peep. Just as I thought that, a Rondonia Warbling-Antbird piped up from just
inside the edge of the forest near the road. We quickly stepped in, and easily called a pair of these
birds over for very close views, which pleased Duncan (a confessed antbird fanatic) to no end.

Black-tailed Marmoset (Mico melanurus), Vila Bela da Santíssima Trindade, Mato Grosso

Liking our chances to connect with our target, Cinnamon-throated Hermit, on a calmer, nonholiday afternoon, we returned once more to the Serra do Ricardo Franco State Park. Around the
parking lot area we found a few Blue Ground-Doves, new for the trip. It was eerily quiet along the
stream beds however, in comparison to the previous day, so we took advantage to explore a little.
Hitting a number of likely spots with taped song of lekking hermits and contact calls produced
nothing, and indeed nearly an hour passed before we ran into a bird of any kind. A small canopy
flock contained Flame-crested Tanager, Blue Dacnis, and Swallow Tanager, but not much else. A
few of the same characters from the prior afternoon were also around - including a photogenic
Fiery-capped Manakin - but on the whole there wasn’t much about. Duncan was still bubbling
over the morning’s antbird, and it appeared that dipping the hummer didn’t bother him as much as
it did me. After dipping maranhaoensis at Praia Alta, we were turning into philosophers on the
subject of mid-sized hermits.

October 18th: A long journey in two stages was on tap for today, so we started early to grab
breakfast at our favourite bakery before heading to a side road with decent cerrado east of Vila
Bela. We had Nacunda Nighthawk over the highway heading out of town, but our birding road
was ultimately very quiet. A few birds put in appearances once we reached some taller cerradão,
including Rusty-backed Antwren, Lesser Elaenia, our first Suiriri Flycatcher of the trip, and a few
other common species. A couple of singing Small-billed Tinamous refused to show themselves,
and before we knew it, it was time to hit the road.
The long drive to Cuiabá was extraordinarily smooth as we encountered very little traffic, and most
of what we did see was headed in the other direction. We arrived at the airport in Cuiabá quite a
bit earlier than expected, leaving us ample time to have a bite to eat before catching our flight to
Campo Grande. We settled into the comfortable Vale Verde Hotel and ate at the hotel’s restaurant,
having Brazilian chicken soup and a huge plate of spaghetti, respectively.
October 19th: Originally we had planned to meet the guide we had arranged to accompany us to
Emas National Park (obligatory) in Campo Grande, but after learning that he had been involved in
a car accident and would not be able to join us (don’t worry - he’s OK now), we had to press
forward on our own. We picked up yet another hire car and drove the four and a half hours
(including heavy truck traffic on the BR-163, and a stop for lunch) to Chapadão do Céu. After
checking into the Vitor Hotel where Junior took good care of us as usual, I worked to sort out a
guide to accompany us into the park for the next couple of days.
Once the administrative hurdles were cleared, we were set to do a bit of afternoon birding on a
ranch near the park. A howling wind greeted us at the birding site, and I recall thinking we’d be
very lucky to see anything at all given the conditions. The winds didn’t seem to be bothering all the
birds, however, and soon enough we had notched up quite a few Red-shouldered Macaws, Palevented Pigeon in solid numbers, a couple of White-tailed Hawks flying low over the grasslands,
and, later on, a hefty Peregrine Falcon cruised past on powerful wings. In the ribbon of gallery
forest crossing the road we found a sharp male Helmeted Manakin, glimpsed a flyby Gray-fronted
Dove, and found a sheltering Yellow-chinned Spinetail under the bridge. A patch of roadside
thistles held a small group of Capped Seedeaters, while taller reeds in a wetter patch had a few
Yellow-rumped Marshbirds. Throughout the afternoon decent numbers of hirundines streamed
through the area, flying both high and low, against the wind. They never seemed to pass too close
to our position however, and in the end we only identified mostly Cliff Swallows with a few
White-rumped Swallows mixed in. We closed out the afternoon watching dozens of Blue-andyellow Macaws along the strip of forest, and flying low over the surrounding grasslands; a couple
of pairs landed in a small tree beside the car before dropping down to join others on the ground in
an area of flooded cerrado to drink water as the late afternoon sun rode low in the sky behind us.

Blue-and-yellow Macaw (Ara ararauna), Chapadão do Céu, Goiás

October 20th: We arrived early at the south entrance to Emas National Park to meet with our
guide for the morning. The plan was to drive toward the central part of the park to search for areas
of campo limpo cerrado with tall grasses, a task made more difficult by the fact that the park was
still recovering from a massive fire in 2010. The track between the entrance gate and the park
headquarters yielded our first Black-throated Saltator of the trip, along with a Toco Toucan holding
on for dear life in a nearby bush as strong winds swept across the cerrado. A White-tailed Kite
hovering high above the road turned out to be the first and only one of the trip. We also had
Yellow-headed Caracara, several small flocks of Blue-fronted Parrots, the first of many Burrowing
Owls we would see over our three days at Emas, Campo Flickers, and a pair of White-banded
Tanagers.
Around the headquarters itself we didn’t find the Yellow-faced Parrots which sometimes frequent
the area, instead seeing only Chopi Blackbird, White-tipped Dove, a handful of Red-shouldered
Macaws and plenty of Peach-fronted Parakeets during the time afforded for our quick search
before moving along. Near the bridge over the rio Formoso we had Plumbeous and Doublecollared Seedeaters while our guide unlocked another gate.
By now the morning’s bird activity was in full swing, and while racing along the stretch from the
HQ to reach a higher altitude midway point in the park before the sun could put a damper on
things, we saw Wedge-tailed Grass-Finch, Crane Hawk, Curl-crested Jay, Grassland Sparrows,
Red-winged Tinamou, and the first of our targets, a handsome pair of Yellow-faced Parrots perched
right beside the road. These lovely near-endemic parrots sat, unconcerned, for a while as we
watched from the car. After driving for a bit the cerrado began to open up, and in the open grassy
areas here we spotted our first of several Black-masked Finches, some of which ended up
approaching quite close to the park road. Some distance away a Long-winged Harrier coursed low
over the valley below us. A strange but appealing duet song revealed a spritely pair of Sharp-tailed
Tyrants which bounced between the stems of tall grasses and the spindly bushes interspersed
amongst them. In this same area we also began to see loads of Cock-tailed Tyrants including a
handful of males making their display flights, looking like little black-and-white airplanes over the
savannah. A buzzy song betrayed the presence of a pair of Sedge Wrens, while a handful of
White-rumped Swallows started to appear over the road as the brisk wind showed no sign of
relenting.

Black-masked Finch (Coryphaspiza melanotis), Emas National Park, Goiás

All along the drive up to this point, we had seen that the areas of campo limpo cerrado which are
normally dominated by tall grasses were still certainly in varying stages of regeneration following
the massive burn which had scorched the park in 2010. This had been expected, but we began to
wonder how this might affect some of the tall grass specialists such as the Bearded Tachuri we
stopped to try for at a couple of likely spots. The wind had shifted to a higher gear by now, and we
walked down to a slightly lower area where a patch of taller grass was quite dry and honestly
didn’t look too promising. Here we had mostly Blue-black Grassquits and Grassland Sparrows, a
quick fly-through White-vented Violetear, and another Long-winged Harrier, this time at much
closer range. As we watched the harrier tilting its way low over the savannah, a weak call from the
grass at our feet brought our attention to one of our top targets at Emas: the shy, diminutive
Ocellated Crake. We quickly came up with a plan: the speaker was set up, volume low, beside a
small open patch in the grass... into which we stared, intently. This worked a treat, but for the
crake’s decision to run around in a different direction, crossing another, smaller gap. We saw only
the faintest glimpse of a mouse-sized shadow. This continued for quite some time, as the bird
proved very obliging and unconcerned by our presence in the sense that it hung around while we
caught only glimpses of it as it crossed a preferred gap time and again. Finally our patience
prevailed when the crake chose to cross the small gap once again, only to change its mind at the
halfway point, where it froze briefly before turning back and diving into hiding once again.
Mission accomplished!

Absolutely elated with our success, and noticing that it was nearly mid-day, we decided it was
time to make our way back to the main gate and back to town for lunch. The return trip over the
same tracks we had come out along produced a couple of Campo Miners in recently burned areas.
Also in these areas we found a few Pampas Deer, including a pair right beside the road that wasn’t
in the least bit concerned by the car. Back near the park headquarters we picked up a stonking
Streamer-tailed Tyrant accompanied by a small flock of Yellow-rumped Marshbirds. Halfway to
the gate we also found our first White-eared Puffbird of the trip.
After a tasty lunch of good local food at a restaurant in town, we returned to the park in midafternoon. We started off along the edge of a ribbon of gallery forest fringing the Formoso river. As
usual for the hour, activity was fairly low. Aside from a couple of Curl-crested Jays and an
impressive number of Toco Toucans, there wasn’t much about. It took a while working the edge
before we finally encountered a small flock of passerines, seeing Red-legged Honeycreeper,
Masked Yellowthroat, Masked Gnatcatcher, Highland and Plain-crested Elaenias, Swainson’s and
Short-crested Flycatchers, and best of all, a single Russet-mantled Foliage-gleaner, a new bird for
Duncan.
We then returned to the main park gate, entering and heading for the Lagoa das Capivaras, also on
the Formoso river, to continue to bird the park’s gallery forests. This spot was even quieter than our
first stop, and we found only a Barred Antshrike, a few Fork-tailed Palm-Swifts, good numbers of
migrating swallows (probably Cliff Swallows) flying high above us, and not much else at all. A
short bit of spotlighting outside the park yielded nary a thing.
October 21st: We found ourselves just after dawn at the same area of gallery forest inside the park
where we had closed out the previous day. Our primary target for the morning (and indeed the
main target at Emas on the whole) was another recently rediscovered endemic, the Cone-billed
Tanager. Lost to the birding world since its discovery in 1938, this handsome endemic tanager of
uncertain taxonomic affinities was re-found by Brazilian ornithologists in 2003 at Emas National
Park. There wasn’t much going on along the river’s edge early on, but we contented ourselves with
a few Fork-tailed Palm-Swifts, some Greater Anis, a pair of Rusty-backed Spinetails, a female
Barred Antshrike, nice looks at our first Red-billed Scythebill of the trip, and another Russetmantled Foliage-gleaner. While sorting through that bunch, we heard the Cone-billed Tanager
singing, but it appeared to be a fair distance away, upstream and across the river. This is what we
had come for, so we stuck around, working a short distance upstream along the forest edge and
back again, watching and waiting to see if the tiê-bicudo would put in an appearance. A stream of
seedeaters, mostly Double-collared Seedeaters, began to work their way through the area,
spending time at a patch of seeding bamboo before moving along in small groups to the next
patches downstream. We worked these idly, hoping for something different (although by now the
list of potentially new seedeaters was small, to say the least), but found only Blue-black Grassquits
in their midst. Excitement levels soon hit the roof though, when our quarry blasted out a full song
at close range; a quick check of the nearby bamboo produced the goods - an animated male Conebilled Tanager, singing his head off while perched at eye level at the forest edge!
We enjoyed the tanager for as long as he allowed (see cover photo) before turning tail and
disappearing into the woods again. The bird continued to sing intermittently, but given our
excellent views we figured we couldn’t do any better, so chose to leave him alone as he went
about the day’s business. With that one ‘in the bag’, we turned our attention to another talented
songster. This guy was always going to be a degree more difficult, and in the end we only heard a

weak response to our attempts to attract the rare Great-billed Seed-Finch. While looking for that
one, we didn’t add much but did see a nice Blond-crested Woodpecker, a Common TodyFlycatcher working industriously to dismantle one nest and build another with the same material,
and a few other bits and pieces. The lovely song of a nearby male Chestnut-bellied Seed-Finch
caused a brief stir, but otherwise we struck out on the bicudo.

Common Tody-Flycatcher (Todirostrum cinereum), Emas National Park, Goiás

Quite pleased with the tanager though, we decided to work our way back toward the main road
through the park. Frequent stops to try for Coal-crested Finch yielded nothing, so our local guide
took the opportunity to show us a few interesting cerrado plants and to pick a handful of the tiny
native cashew fruits for a quick snack. A pair of Red-legged Seriemas running alongside the car
provided some entertainment, and I saw a Campo Miner while Duncan was looking the other way.
We drove the dirt roads slowly as the mid-morning heat pounded down upon us, watching and
listening for any of the remaining target species we could expect in this part of the park. Near the
overgrown landing strip we heard such a target: the thin, wavering song of a Lesser Nothura.
What followed was the first of numerous attempts to see this secretive denizen of the campo limpo
cerrado grasslands. We worked three or four different singing birds at a couple of different spots
until noon, trying a handful of strategies, all with the same result. Inevitably we would get fairly
close to the bird’s position, at which point it would clam up and disappear. Our local guide was
firm in his belief that the birds were ducking down armadillo holes the minute they felt our threat
was too great. It’s just as likely, though, that on more than one occasion the tiny tinamous were
slipping quietly past us in the short grass as we tried to close in on them. They were certainly vocal
though, and we had some consolation in the fact that the birds were common in this area of
cerrado near the Bandeira gate, given the species’ Vulnerable status and the rapid encroachment of
mechanized agriculture into its habitat throughout Brazil.

After lunch and a short break at our hotel, mid-afternoon found us once again at the eastern edge
of the park, this time in search of some patches of taller grasses that might have escaped the burns.
The presence of a pair of Sharp-tailed Tyrants at our first stop was very encouraging, and no
sooner had we found those ones when Duncan spotted a single Bearded Tachuri which had pulled
in beside us - just the thing we had been looking for! This spritely little flycatcher proceeded to put
on a show, moving around our position inquisitively and boldly investigating these large
interlopers into his habitat. With the afternoon’s main target taken care of early on, we decided to
check out a fragment of gallery forest outside the park where our local guide had recently seen
Cone-billed Tanager, and where we thought we might have a go for the Great-billed Seed-Finch.
Neither of those birds seemed to await us, but we did see a couple of perched King Vultures in the
scope, and watched the likes of Chestnut-bellied Seed-Finch, Double-collared Seedeater, and
Blue-black Grassquit in the razor grass fringing the forest patch, while Helmeted Manakins and
Masked Gnatcatchers belted out their songs from within the woods.

Bearded Tachuri (Polystictus pectoralis), Emas National Park, Goiás

A return to the Lesser Nothura-filled cerrado around the Bandeira gate provided further insight into
the difficulties involved in observing said species. Needless to say, we didn’t feel any closer to
seeing the nothuras than we did in the morning. A chilly breeze rose up by the end of the
afternoon, bringing with it a light drizzle and putting to an end to most bird activity around us.
With dusk approaching and nightbirds on our minds, we headed slowly to the southwest corner of
the park, driving slowly and hoping the rain would ease up a bit. We traveled a fair distance,
seeing nothing in the headlights along the way, until it appeared the rain was letting up. So we
stopped to eat the dinner we had brought along with us and wait for darkness to fall completely.
Since park rules dictate all visitors leave by a certain time, we couldn’t linger over our sandwiches

for long before it was time to make our way slowly back toward the main gate. Along the way we
heard Crab-eating Fox and saw a couple of Pampas Deer near the road. The rains had cleared by
now, but they helped trigger the remarkable phenomenon of insect larvae using bioluminescence
to attract prey, lighting up the myriad termite mounds and dotting the grasslands like stars in the
heavens. It was while we were admiring the bioluminescence that we caught a bit of eyeshine
from the ground. Closer inspection showed that it was in fact in a bush about a foot off the ground,
and moreover that the eyes were those of the extremely rare and endangered White-winged
Nightjar, our big target for the evening. The bird didn’t appear to be too happy in the cool drizzly
conditions, but it wasn’t the least bit concerned by our presence as we watched it from a safe
distance. This fabulous bird is known only from a couple of sites in Brazil and Paraguay, with Emas
being perhaps the most important site for the species. Spirits were high as we rushed back to the
park entrance to check out before the gate closed; and why not, we had just enjoyed a spectacular
encounter with one of the rarest nightbirds in all of South America!
October 22nd: With only a few targets left at Emas, and given the fact that access to the park was
to be restricted for the day due to a diplomatic visit to the central and northern sections of Emas,
we found ourselves once again at the Lagoa das Capivaras first thing in the morning. We were
trying for the difficult Great-billed Seed-Finch, and to spare the suspense I’ll simply note that we
didn’t get it. The Chestnut-bellied Seed-Finch male was once again hanging around the area, as
were some of the usual suspects: Common Tody-Flycatcher, Barred Antshrike, Rusty-backed
Antwren, Rusty-backed Spinetail, and a few others. A singing male Masked Yellowthroat turned
out to be the last one of the trip, while the handsome White-striped Warbler that popped up
across the river was our first. Another nice find was a Small-billed Tinamou singing energetically
beside the car, amongst some shrubs near the parking spot. A couple of hours without result were
enough to convince us that perhaps the seed-finch was not forthcoming, so we meandered back to
the now infamous Nothura Alley to try our hand at something that we at least knew would be
around. And indeed the nothuras were there, singing infrequently and less enthusiastically than the
previous day, as if we needed them to be any more difficult to find. Needless to say, were we not
surprised to nab nary a nothura.
The afternoon had us return to the same area, convinced that ‘this time’ we’d get our man. Not so.
The nothuras swept the table, and we were left to content ourselves with a Campo Miner, a few
Curl-crested Jays around the houses at the park entrance, and a pair of Aplomado Falcons
patrolling a very recent burn in the strong winds. Those winds were keeping just about everything
down, but we stopped at a likely looking spot to see if any finches were about: sure enough, we
soon heard a Coal-crested Finch singing distantly at edge of our auditory range. It didn’t take too
long before we had one pop up briefly much closer, a bird that had probably been there the whole
time. Not much else was about, so I had a moment to follow a male Coal-crested for a little bit,
hoping for a photo opportunity. Perhaps it was the wind that kept the bird down low, or perhaps he
had a mate or a nest hidden somewhere nearby in the brushy cerrado. Whatever the reason, the
bird approached quite closely and calmly hopped around on the ground at my feet, leading me
gradually off on a winding trajectory through the grass and bushes, pausing occasionally to ensure
that I was following him. Eventually the bird led me back to the track where we had started, and I
called Duncan and our local guide over to watch him with me. We marveled at the tameness of
this particular male, and were on the verge of wondering if he might be injured when he took off
and flew out of view, putting paid to that speculation.

Coal-crested Finch (Charitospiza eucosma), Emas National Park, Goiás

By now the strong winds and darkening skies had killed off most activity, and even the Lesser
Nothuras could no longer be heard. We decided to pack it in and head back to town for dinner.
Emas National Park had been kind to us, even in spite of the constant winds, and we couldn’t
really ask for much more after a good run on a splendid set of endemics and specialties.
October 23rd: We left Chapadão do Céu just before dawn, heading south to Campo Grande to
catch our mid-day flight to Brasilia for the next leg of the trip. All went well on the drive, and we
even tallied up a nice little list of birds including our first sighting of Spotted Nothura, a male
Bare-faced Curassow, White-tailed Hawk, White-browed Blackbird, and others. Things unraveled
a bit upon reaching the TAM check-in desk in Campo Grande, where we were rather rudely
informed that we weren’t on the flight to Brasilia. Through an odd quirk in their computer system,
our reservation had been confirmed but our tickets had never come through. This was news to us,
and it soon became clear that nothing could be done as the flight was full. Unimpressed with
TAM’s shoddiness, we purchased tickets for the first flight the next morning with Gol and made the
necessary phone calls to re-arrange a couple of commitments - all set to the unpleasant sound of a
referee’s whistle and other noisemakers being used to greet arriving passengers in the concourse.
With a spare afternoon to fill, we hired a car and drove to the Hotel Vale Verde to drop off our bags
and change from travel clothes to birding attire. Then we headed west from Campo Grande,
stopping for a late lunch before turning off onto the Estrada Parque da Piraputanga, east of
Aquidauana. After a pretty inauspicious start (just a single Turkey Vulture seen in pasture land
along the first stretch of the road), we slowly gained momentum with our first White-bellied
Warbler of the trip on a quiet side road. A patch of scrubby forest along a small stream near the
cemetery in the village of Palmeiras had Pearly-vented Tody-Tyrant, White-throated Kingbird, and
a few White-bellied Seedeaters. Continuing on past the village, we stopped briefly at a roadside

pond that had Brazilian Teal, White-backed Stilt, and a Pectoral Sandpiper. Not far past that spot
we arrived at the Côrrego Vermelho, a larger stream where a new concrete bridge was under
construction. The habitat here looked perfect for our purposes, and after flushing a flock of Whiteeyed Parakeets and a single Chestnut-eared Aracari near the car, we set up to try for the target
species we had in mind. The result was immediate and gratifying: a very showy Chestnut-capped
Foliage-gleaner appeared in front of us at eye level! We had great views before it flew off below
the bridge, only to return once again shortly thereafter. The second time it settled nicely on an
open perch, even obliging us by singing its loud clucking song, spreading and closing its tail as it
did so. A fantastic encounter which easily salvaged a day that simply hadn’t gone as planned!
October 24th: We were up very early this morning for our 5 AM flight from Campo Grande to
Brasilia, which must have gone very smoothly but I cannot say for certain as I was asleep. Brasilia
was gray and cool, conditions that prevailed all along the way from there to our destination, Alto
Paraíso de Goiás in the Chapada dos Veadeiros. We arrived safely at the Pousada Veadeiros in
town where Ana Rosa greeted us warmly. After a quick bite of lunch, we set out in the early
afternoon to make up for lost time. A great start was had when we connected with a singing Blue
Finch on our first try. A nearby Rufous-fronted Thornbird wasn’t quite as exhilarating, but it was
the first one of the trip. An attempt on the other side of town for Cinereous Warbling-Finch was less
successful, with only Swainson’s Flycatcher and Turkey Vulture to show for our efforts. We had our
eyes on Southern Antpipit for Duncan’s 2500th bird for South America, and to that end we headed
to a spot along the road to São Jorge which I figured would do the trick. Not so - the access road to
my site had a newly built, padlocked gate in place. We enjoyed a couple of nice Black-masked
Finches and several White-vented Violetears in the surrounding grasslands while I weighed our
options. The gate’s message was clear, so we opted to head for a patch of forest at a favourite site of
mine, a private reserve on the south side of town.

Blue Finch (Porphyrospiza caerulescens), Alto Paraíso de Goiás

After paying the entrance fee to the reserve, we stopped at the first promising site, the Bosque da
Santíssima Maria de Jesus. A few Helmeted Manakins were about, along with a single White-

bellied Warbler which bounced around in the undergrowth. It took a little while, but eventually
the tape drew a response. It took a little while longer, but eventually we managed to work the
Southern Antpipit for great views as it sat on a couple of different open perches, even turning
around once or twice to show us both front and rear views.
With the day’s top target under our belts, we toured around on the extensive system of tracks
through the reserve for the rest of the afternoon. A small pond had Brazilian Teal and Striated
Heron, while nearby secondary growth produced our first Green-winged Saltator of the trip, a
vocal and showy individual. Some excellent tall forest nestled against a hillside held a fun mix of
birds including Saffron-billed Sparrow, Variable Antshrike, Euler’s Flycatcher, Pale-belled TyrantManakin, Sirystes, and Black-tailed Flycatcher, while Buff-fronted Foliage-gleaner and Blackcapped Antwrens were heard only. A fallen tree here meant we had to double back slightly to
reach an outer track which would take us up into the highland cerrado in the upper reserve. Along
the way we saw a Small-billed Tinamou; the recently burned cerrado had Red-legged Seriema and
White-vented Violetear. A patch of habitat with taller grass had apparently gone untouched by fire,
and here we found at least 2 pairs of Sharp-tailed Tyrants, a couple of White-banded Tanagers,
and a handful of Curl-crested Jays. We also heard and once again failed to see Lesser Nothura,
although it felt as though perhaps we managed to come a bit closer than we had at Emas. We
carried on to the highest point in the reserve, a marvelous vantage point with 360º views. Here we
had a moment to enjoy the setting sun, the spectacular wild flowers, and the incredible peace
which brings a steady stream of New Age weirdos.. err, tourists, to the Chapada dos Veadeiros.
Back to the birds though, we still had enough light to pick up our first Crested Black-Tyrant of the
trip, and as we descended to the lower reserve we heard a host of cerrado specialties singing
away: Black-masked Finch, Sharp-tailed Tyrant, Blue Finch, and Collared Crescentchest. Near a
larger reservoir we saw Spot-tailed Nightjar, and on the track returning to the reserve headquarters
we had a couple of Pauraques. It was dark by the time we drove back to Alto Paraíso, and en route
we drove through amazing swarms of recently ‘hatched’ flying termites, more than a few of which
ended up glued to the hood, front bumper, and windshield of the car. After a nice pizza dinner in
town, we wrote up the lists for the day before trying for Stygian Owl in front of our hotel. After a
while we got a response, and called the owl into a large tree above our heads, where it remained
buried somewhere in the canopy, out of sight in spite of our best efforts and the help of a curious
neighbour. Finally we had no choice but to try to move it using tape, which worked too well as the
owl immediately took flight and flapped away silently, illuminated briefly in my torchlight. Further
effort yielded no reply, so we decided to try again first thing in the morning.
October 25th: The final full day of the trip, and as a result of the missed flight on the 23rd, our
only full day from Alto Paraíso. Our final target species occurs somewhat north and east of the
town, and to get to its specialized habitat of dry forests at the base of jagged limestone ridges, we
had a bit of a drive to undertake to start the day. As such we met two and a half hours before
sunrise in front of our hotel to try for perched views of the bird we’d closed with the night before.
This time the Stygian Owl responded immediately, and we quickly found the beast perched atop
its favourite tree - an excellent start to the day.
A quick cup of coffee followed, then we loaded up the car and hit the road for the 2-hour drive to
our first spot for the highly localized Pfrimer’s Parakeet, endemic to north-east Goiás and southeast Tocantins states. We arrived at the site at sunrise; the birding began with a Crowned SlatyFlycatcher and its high-pitched dawn song, uttered from a fenceline beside the car. Walking the
road along the edge of the forest, we heard and glimpsed Striped Cuckoo, saw our only Campo

Troupial of the trip, and lured in a handful of passerines with some pygmy-owl imitations: Sayaca
and Hooded Tanagers, Chestnut-vented Conebill, a pair of Little Woodpeckers, Creamy-bellied
Thrush, and also the Ferruginous Pygmy-Owl itself. A number of Yellow-chevroned Parakeets
streamed over the road, and we also found a pair of the lovely Jandaya Parakeet, but no luck with
the big target. We decided to pick up and try a nearby ranch where mango trees were in fruit,
seeing Tropical Pewee and a female Scarlet-throated Tanager on the walk back to the car.
While pulling up to the ranch to have a word with the owner, we noticed a flock of parakeets that
were obviously Pyrrhura given their shape and flight pattern, just as they scuttled into the canopy
of forest at the edge of a nearby ridge. We couldn’t re-find that group, and chose to stake out a
group of fruiting mango trees where noisy flocks of Yellow-chevroned Parakeets could be heard
from a distance. While we scanned carefully through the mangoes, a small flock of Jandaya
Parakeets came screeching into a tree a short distance away, where they were joined by a couple
of White-naped Jays. Some different calls in the nearest tree drew our attention to a pair of Whiteeyed Parakeets, further convincing us that it was just a matter of time. In fact, it turned out to take
very little time at all, as I heard and quickly picked up a few Pfrimer’s Parakeets which were
fluttering about in a large, nearly leafless tree. They didn’t allow the longest views before dropping
down and flying directly at us, passing overhead and landing in the same mango tree we had been
watching up to that point. Once settled, the parakeets began to feed in earnest on the ripening
mangoes, delivering marvelous views in the scope. At one point, Duncan could see 5 individuals
together in the same scope view as they picked at a favoured mango. We watched these beautiful
parakeets for perhaps as long as 20 minutes before they spooked and hurtled out of the tree in two
separate flocks, totaling approximately 24 individuals. This seemed an opportune time to break out
our packed breakfasts in celebration, over which the discussion centred on the striking beauty of
these endemic parakeets. They quickly joined the ranks of Duncan’s favourite Pyrrhuras (they were
already my own favourite from the genus), and Dr. Ritchie’s slow but steady conversion to parrot
lover continued. Why, we wondered, does this handsome creature not appear on itineraries for
other tour companies visiting Brazil? No matter - with the parakeet very much ‘in the bag’ we
finished up our breakfast and headed back towards Alto Paraíso where a short nap was welcome
after our early morning start.

Pfrimer’s Parakeet (Pyrrhura pfrimeri), Monte Alegre de Goiás, Goiás

With almost all of our possible targets already in hand, we had the opportunity to relax a little
more this afternoon, enjoying the stunning scenery of the Chapada dos Veadeiros while watching
whatever birds we happened to encounter along the way. To that end, we headed west from Alto
Paraíso on the road to São Jorge, stopping short of running down a dumbfounded Spotted Nothura
that didn’t want to get off the road. We ushered that one away before continuing to our first stop,
the very pretty Jardim da Maytrea, a lovely grassy savanna dotted with veredas and flanked by the
Morro da Baleia. We scanned the cliff face across the road for Black-chested Buzzard-Eagle
without success, but we did pick up a flock of Biscutate Swifts that swirled above the ridge, while
noisy White-eyed Parakeets seemed to enjoy the way the echo played their harsh calls against the
rocky wall. We walked a short distance down to the road to where the largest palm grove reaches
the roadside, and here we played tape for Point-tailed Palmcreeper. The response was immediate,
and the palmcreeper screamed into the tallest palm in the grove, taking up a position on one of the
most prominent fronds. He then proceeded to sing, excitedly, non-stop for several minutes as we
looked on in the scope. The show was a good one, with the bird giving it his all, and for perhaps
the first time in my life I had to turn away from a singing palmcreeper as it appeared he planned
never to stop.
A quiet side road a bit closer to Alto Paraíso was a nice spot to finish out the afternoon, as its
elevated position afforded tremendous views of the surrounding area. The birds weren’t bad either,
even though we kicked things off with Yellow-bellied Elaenia and Grassland Sparrow, but soon
moved up the ladder with the likes of Wedge-tailed Grass-Finch, Sedge Wren, a zippy male Cocktailed Tyrant, and a handful of Plumbeous Seedeaters. The cloud formations on the north-eastern
horizon were fabulous, and the well-defined, ‘sharp edges’ of the cumulus formations continued to
vex Duncan to no end. Returning to the main road we encountered an agitated group of Curl-

crested Jays and Campo Flickers, all of which were calling loudly and appeared to be examining
the ground below them. We took this to mean they had found a predator nearby, but a quick
search of the area revealed nothing.
We drove slowly back to town as the sun set at our backs, casting a lovely low-angled light over
the weathered hills and golden grasslands. A large and low-flying flock of Biscutate Swifts were
heading to roost, offering closer views than the flock we had encountered earlier. A final highlight
came as we arrived at the entrance to Alto Paraíso. Some flying parrots drew our attention to a tree
in front of a bar near the traffic circle, a tree that was stuffed with Yellow-faced Parrots! At least 30
birds were feeding on the sugary sap of the tree’s seed pods as the afternoon light waned, oblivious
to the passing of Alto Paraíso’s pedestrian traffic below them. We had been a little disappointed to
see just a pair of these near-endemic parrots at Emas NP, and although I had promised we’d see
more in the Chapada dos Veadeiros, even I had given up hope for further sightings at this point. To
see them happily feeding within the town itself was a great way to cap off a long day which had
yielded some terrific rewards.
A short power outage in the early evening meant we had dinner by candlelight at the pizzeria,
which appeared to be the only establishment even remotely prepared for such an event. The lights
came back on partway through, and over a couple of beers we rehashed the trip’s successes and
failures (thankfully the former far outweighed the latter!) and rated the top birds. The White-winged
Nightjar at Emas National Park appeared to be the frontrunner, with a host of honourable
mentions.
October 26th: We had time for a final bit of birding before breakfast, and thus we headed for the
road to Nova Roma to bird the rocky slopes along its beginning. A first stop produced a handful of
Swallow Tanagers, Purple-throated Euphonia, Yellow-bellied Seedeater and an assortment of other
common species. Continuing down the first long hill we picked up both Pale-breasted and
Creamy-bellied Thrushes, but not much else. A stop at the first stream crossing was more
productive, with our first Sooty-fronted Spinetail of the trip. Walking down to the water’s edge we
flushed a Chestnut-capped Foliage-gleaner from its nest burrow, which perhaps explained why we
hadn’t been able to get a rise from the species during our quick visit on the first afternoon in
Veadeiros. As we watched the foliage-gleaner, I noticed a dog coming towards us, splashing its
way upstream in the small creek - double take! Not a dog, but a Brown Brocket Deer! We held
ourselves still as the deer approached, apparently unaware of our presence until it stopped short
just a few metres away. It needed just a moment to detect our scent and detour up the bank and off
into the surrounding cerrado, hopefully managing to avoid a little group of friendly dogs we had
encountered a few minutes earlier. This little mammalian diversion closed out our trip, as it was
time to head back to the hotel for breakfast before we needed to hit the road for Brasilia.
Thankfully we had planned to leave plenty of time to reach Brasilia, as a bad accident on the main
highway near one of the satellite cities conspired to close the road. Gridlock and a lengthy detour
followed, and what had once been a cushion of several hours turned into just enough time for
Duncan to catch his outbound flight. My internal flight back home to Alta Floresta was a lost
cause, so I had an unexpected evening in Brasilia to reflect on the success of the tour and to start
in on the trip report, which I am now finally finishing several months later.

Systematic Bird List
The following selectively annotated list reflects our observations from 11 to 26 October 2011.
Taxonomy and nomenclature follows the 10th edition of the official Brazilian checklist maintained
by the Comitê Brasileiro de Registros Ornitológicos and available online at www.cbro.org.br.
Species that were heard only are marked with an asterisk, while species that were seen or heard
only by the tour leader are marked with a double asterisk. Species highlighted in yellow are
endemic to Brazil.
RHEAS (RHEIDAE)
Greater Rhea (Rhea americana)
TINAMOUS (TINAMIDAE)
* Little Tinamou (Crypturellus soui)
Undulated Tinamou (Crypturellus undulatus) - One of the ‘easiest’ of the tinamous to see, we had
excellent views of this species on a couple of dates at Pousada Praia Alta.
* Brazilian Tinamou (Crypturellus strigulosus)
Small-billed Tinamou (Crypturellus parvirostris) - Seen well at Pousada Praia Alta, at Emas NP, and
in the Chapada dos Veadeiros.
* Tataupa Tinamou (Crypturellus tataupa)
Red-winged Tinamou (Rhynchotus rufescens)
* Lesser Nothura (Nothura minor) - We managed to get within metres of singing birds on multiple
occasions in both Emas NP and the Chapada dos Veadeiros, but they always eluded us, perhaps
ducking down armadillo holes when we got too close. At least we had fun trying to see them!
Spotted Nothura (Nothura maculosa)
SCREAMERS (ANHIMIDAE)
Horned Screamer (Anhima cornuta) - Pairs seen on a couple of dates at Pousada Praia Alta. Recent
mtDNA studies have found this species to be mostly closely related to the Unicorn; field
ornithologists across the Neotropics were not surprised.
Southern Screamer (Chauna torquata)
DUCKS, GEESES & SWANS (ANATIDAE)
White-faced Whistling-Duck (Dendrocygna viduata)
Muscovy Duck (Cairina moschata)

Brazilian Teal (Amazonetta brasiliensis)
GUANS & ALLIES (CRACIDAE)
Chaco Chachalaca (Ortalis canicollis)
Chestnut-bellied Guan (Penelope ochrogaster) - This endemic guan was seen on two dates on the
farms around Pousada Praia Alta in the Araguaia valley, including on the 12th when we recorded
up to 5 individuals feeding in the stubble of a recently harvested field. Some sources, including De
Luca et al. (2009) [Áreas importantes para a conservação das aves no Brasil: parte II - Amazônia,
Cerrado e Pantanal], indicate that P. pileata is also present in the region, but we presume that said
species would be restricted to the taller forests of Amazonian nature mostly located on the left
bank of the Araguaia. Subsequent discussion with other birders who have visited the site indicate
that pileata is indeed found around the lodge, at least on the opposite bank of the rio Formoso do
Araguaia (G. Bernardon, in litt).
Blue-throated Piping-Guan (Aburria cumanensis) - Seen at Pousada Piuval in the northern
Pantanal.
Red-throated Piping-Guan (Aburria cujubi) - Seen at a patch of Amazonian forest near the Fazenda
Planicie east of Vila Bela da Santíssima Trindade.
Bare-faced Curassow (Crax fasciolata) - We were impressed with the abundance of this indicator
species around forested areas at the Pousada Praia Alta and neighbouring farms, where our top
count was of 7 individuals seen in one afternoon.
STORKS (CICONIIDAE)
Maguari Stork (Ciconia maguari) - Quite common in graded agricultural fields on the farms
neighbouring the Pousada Praia Alta.
Jabiru (Jabiru mycteria)
Wood Stork (Mycteria americana)
CORMORANTS (PHALACROCORACIDAE)
Neotropic Cormorant (Phalacrocorax brasilianus)
ANHINGAS (ANHINGIDAE)
Anhinga (Anhinga anhinga)
HERONS & EGRETS (ARDEIDAE)
Rufescent Tiger-Heron (Tigrisoma lineatum)
Agami Heron (Agamia agami) - Duncan spotted a nice juvenile bird stalking the banks of the rio
Formoso do Araguaia during our first morning at Pousada Praia Alta.

Boat-billed Heron (Cochlearius cochlearius)
Black-crowned Night-Heron (Nycticorax nycticorax)
Striated Heron (Butorides striata)
Cattle Egret (Bubulcus ibis)
Cocoi Heron (Ardea cocoi)
Great Egret (Ardea alba)
Whistling Heron (Syrigma sibilatrix)
Capped Heron (Pilherodius pileatus)
Snowy Egret (Egretta thula)
IBISES & SPOONBILLS (THRESKIORNITHIDAE)
Green Ibis (Mesembrinibis cayenennsis)
Bare-faced Ibis (Phimosus infuscatus)
Buff-necked Ibis (Theristicus caudatus)
Roseate Spoonbill (Platalea ajaja)
NEW WORLD VULTURES (CATHARTIDAE)
Turkey Vulture (Cathartes aura)
Lesser Yellow-headed Vulture (Cathartes burrovianus)
Greater Yellow-headed Vulture (Cathartes melambrotus)
Black Vulture (Coragyps atratus)
King Vulture (Sarcoramphus papa) - Two perched individuals seen in a patch of gallery forest near
Emas NP close to the town of Chapadão do Céu.
OSPREY (PANDIONIDAE)
Osprey (Pandion haliaetus) - A couple of individuals seen at Pousada Praia Alta.
HAWKS, KITES & EAGLES (ACCIPITRIDAE)
Hook-billed Kite (Chondrohierax uncinatus)

Swallow-tailed Kite (Elanoides forficatus)
White-tailed Kite (Elanus leucurus)
Long-winged Harrier (Circus buffoni) - We saw this elegant species one afternoon at Pousada Praia
Alta, where it scattered a large seedeater flock and put dozens of jacanas up. Also seen a couple of
times over the grasslands at Emas NP.
Plumbeous Kite (Ictinia plumbea)
Black-collared Hawk (Busarellus nigricollis)
Snail Kite (Rostrhamus sociabilis)
Crane Hawk (Geranospiza caerulescens)
Savanna Hawk (Heterospizias meridionalis)
Great Black-Hawk (Urubitinga urubitinga)
Roadside Hawk (Rupornis magnirostris)
White-tailed Hawk (Geranoaetus albicaudatus)
White Hawk (Pseudastur albicollis)
Gray Hawk (Buteo nitidus)
FALCONS & CARACARAS (FALCONIDAE)
Southern Caracara (Caracara plancus)
Yellow-headed Caracara (Milvago chimachima)
Laughing Falcon (Herpetotheres cachinnans)
American Kestrel (Falco sparverius)
Bat Falcon (Falco rufigularis)
Aplomado Falcon (Falco femoralis)
Peregrine Falcon (Falco peregrinus) - 1 seen near Emas NP at the Fazenda Santo Antonio do Portal
on 19/10.
SUNBITTERN (EURYPYGIDAE)
Sunbittern (Eurypyga helias)

LIMPKIN (ARAMIDAE)
Limpkin (Aramus guarauna)
RAILS & COOTS (RALLIDAE)
Ocellated Crake (Micropygia schomburgkii) - Seeing this bird was a big highlight given its
deserved reputation as a shy skulker. We managed to ease a single bird across a tiny gap between
clumps of grass in humid cerrado with many small ditches on 20/10 in Emas NP. The species is
relatively poorly known (as are most tropical rallids) and has a wide range in grassland habitats
across South America. It currently doesn’t qualify for threatened status, but the widespread
conversion of its preferred habitats for mechanized agriculture are increasing the pressures on this
species.
Giant Wood-Rail (Aramides ypecaha) - Ridiculously abundant around Pousada Praia Alta and the
surrounding farms. Closing one’s eyes was the only way to miss seeing this species as hordes of
them scattered in front of the lodge’s pickup as Eduardo ferried us to various birding sites.
Gray-necked Wood-Rail (Aramides cajanea)
Gray-breasted Crake (Laterallus exilis) - Fabulous views of a bird that Duncan spotted in the
marshy fringes along the rio Bento Gomes at Pousada Piuval.
* Ash-throated Crake (Porzana albicollis)
Purple Gallinule (Porphyrio martinica)
SERIEMAS (CARIAMIDAE)
Red-legged Seriema (Cariama cristata)
PLOVERS & LAPWINGS (CHARADRIIDAE)
Pied Lapwing (Vanellus cayanus)
Southern Lapwing (Vanellus chilensis)
Collared Plover (Charadrius collaris)
STILTS & AVOCETS (RECURVIROSTRIDAE)
White-backed Stilt (Himantopus melanurus) - I believe our only sighting came at a small pond
near the village of Palmeiras in MS on the 23rd.
SANDPIPERS (SCOLOPACIDAE)
Solitary Sandpiper (Tringa solitaria)

White-rumped Sandpiper (Calidris fuscicollis)
Pectoral Sandpiper (Calidris melanotos)
JACANAS (JACANIDAE)
Wattled Jacana (Jacana jacana)
TERNS (STERNIDAE)
Yellow-billed Tern (Sternula superciliaris)
Large-billed Tern (Phaetusa simplex)
SKIMMERS (RYNCHOPIDAE)
Black Skimmer (Rynchops niger)
PIGEONS & DOVES (COLUMBIDAE)
Plain-breasted Ground-Dove (Columbina minuta)
Ruddy Ground-Dove (Columbina talpacoti)
Scaled Dove (Columbina squammata)
Picui Ground-Dove (Columbina picui)
Blue Ground-Dove (Claravis pretiosa)
Long-tailed Ground-Dove (Uropelia campestris) - Daily observations of this delicate and
handsome little dove during our stay in Vila Bela. The taxon here is ssp. figginsi which has a limited
range in Mato Grosso and parts of north and east Bolivia.
Rock Pigeon (Columba livia)
Scaled Pigeon (Patagioenas speciosa)
Picazuro Pigeon (Patagioenas picazuro)
Pale-vented Pigeon (Patagioenas cayennensis)
Eared Dove (Zenaida auriculata)
White-tipped Dove (Leptotila verreauxi)
Gray-fronted Dove (Leptotila rufaxilla)
PARROTS (PSITTACIDAE)

Hyacinth Macaw (Anodorhynchus hyacinthinus) - A trio of birds seen at a nest site in a forest
island at Pousada Piuval on 15/10. The species is rated Endangered by IUCN; the Pantanal is one of
its strongholds, and ecotourism initiatives in the region have helped to successfully slow the illegal
flow of trapped birds from the Pantanal to collectors abroad.
Blue-and-yellow Macaw (Ara ararauna) - Copious numbers of this emblematic bird were seen
during the trip, particularly in the cerrados in Vila Bela da Santíssima Trindade and around Emas
National Park.
Red-and-green Macaw (Ara chloropterus)
Red-bellied Macaw (Orthopsittaca manilata)
Golden-collared Macaw (Primolius auricollis) - We had several birds near Vila Bela on the
afternoon of the 15/10, which turned out to be a six macaw day.
Red-shouldered Macaw (Diopsittaca nobilis) - Common throughout the itinerary and recorded on
12 dates; there was a nesting pair in a large palm beside the lodge at the Pousada Praia Alta.
Blue-crowned Parakeet (Aratinga acuticaudata)
White-eyed Parakeet (Aratinga leucophthalma)
Jandaya Parakeet (Aratinga jandaya) - Seen only in the limestone forests of NE Goias on 25/10,
where the species proved to be fairly common. We had excellent scope views of a flock feeding
on mangos together with Pyrrhura pfrimeri.
Dusky-headed Parakeet (Aratinga weddellii) - We had these screechy parakeets at a remnant patch
of Amazonian forest east of Vila Bela. In Brazil the species ranges east only as far as western Mato
Grosso.
Peach-fronted Parakeet (Aratinga aurea)
Pfrimer’s Parakeet (Pyrrhura pfrimeri) - At least 26 individuals were feeding in mango trees around
the sede of a ranch in NE Goiás on the morning of 25/10. Pyrrhura pfrimeri has a miniscule range,
limited to forests flanking limestone formations in NE Goiás and SE Tocantins states. It is threatened
by habitat loss in this region, and some of the locals I’ve talked to tell me they shoot the species as
it is considered an agricultural pest, preying on corn and other crops. This is one of my favourite
Brazilian birds, and Duncan was a quick convert to the cause after watching these handsome
parakeets in the scope.
Monk Parakeet (Myiopsitta monachus)
Yellow-chevroned Parakeet (Brotogeris chiriri)
Yellow-faced Parrot (Alipiopsitta xanthops) - Surprisingly scarce during the relevant bits of our
itinerary: we had just a pair at Emas NP on our first morning there; and our only other record was
of a flock of approximately 30 birds feeding on the sticky sap of a leguminous tree in the town of

Alto Paraíso de Goiás on our final afternoon. The species is rated as Near-Threatened by Birdlife
and the IUCN given the impending threats to its cerrado habitat, along with its nomadic nature
and dependence on irregular food sources.
Blue-headed Parrot (Pionus menstruus)
Scaly-headed Parrot (Pionus maximiliani)
Orange-winged Parrot (Amazona amazonica)
Yellow-crowned Parrot (Amazona ochrocephala)
Blue-fronted Parrot (Amazona aestiva)
HOATZIN (OPISTHOCOMIDAE)
Hoatzin (Opisthocomus hoazin) - We saw a fair few of these bizarre birds on 12 and 13/10 around
the Pousada Praia Alta, but not nearly as many as I expected having visited other sites in the
Araguaia valley where daily counts would number in the hundreds.
CUCKOOS (CUCULIDAE)
Little Cuckoo (Coccycua minuta)
Squirrel Cuckoo (Piaya cayana)
Greater Ani (Crotophaga major)
Smooth-billed Ani (Crotophaga ani)
Guira Cuckoo (Guira guira)
Striped Cuckoo (Tapera naevia)
Pheasant Cuckoo (Dromococcyx phasianellus) - A responsive bird seen near Lagoa da Confusão at
the Kaempfer’s Woodpecker site was a lovely surprise and a would have been a nice consolation
prize even if we hadn’t found the woodpecker (but I’m glad we did!).
* Pavonine Cuckoo (Dromococcyx pavoninus) - Heard distantly at Pousada Praia Alta.
BARN OWLS (TYTONIDAE)
Barn Owl (Tyto alba) - A pair in the grain silo beside the lodge at Pousada Praia Alta had
apparently recently fledged a trio of chicks, which were nowhere to be found.
TYPICAL OWLS (STRIGIDAE)
* Tropical Screech-Owl (Megascops choliba)

Austral Screech-Owl (Megascops usta) - A lovely individual responded strongly to my whistled
imitations before dusk on 16/10 at the Serra do Ricardo Franco State Park in Vila Bela, flying in to
perch above our heads in a tree at the edge of the parking lot. Also known as Southern Tawnybellied Screech-Owl.
* Great Horned Owl (Bubo virginianus)
Ferruginous Pygmy-Owl (Glaucidium brasilianum)
Burrowing Owl (Athene cunicularia)
Stygian Owl (Asio stygius) - After getting just flight views near our hotel in Alto Paraíso on the
evening of 24/10, we had this striking owl perched atop its favourite tree at 4 AM the following
morning in front of the Pousada Veadeiros.
POTOOS (NYCTIBIIDAE)
* Great Potoo (Nyctibius grandis)
NIGHTJARS (CAPRIMULGIDAE)
* Band-tailed Nighthawk (Hydropsalis leucopyga)
Pauraque (Hydropsalis albicollis)
White-winged Nightjar (Hydropsalis candicans) - Probably rated as Duncan’s bird of the trip, a
remarkable feat for any bird without the word ‘ant’ in its name. We had a single individual of this
enigmatic Endangered species during a night drive in Emas NP, where we managed to spot a bird
sitting atop a very low bush in campo limpo cerrado. The bird allowed us to approach very closely,
calmly appraising us as we closed to a distance of just a metre or two as a light rain began to fall.
A magical ending to the day, and certainly a satisfying way to see one of Brazil’s rarest nightbirds at
one of just a couple of the world’s known sites for the species.
Spot-tailed Nightjar (Hydropsalis maculicauda) - A singing bird seen before dusk in scrub
bordering gallery forest at the Fazenda dos Anões south of Alto Paraíso on 24/10.
Nacunda Nighthawk (Chordeiles nacunda)
SWIFTS (APODIDAE)
Biscutate Swift (Streptoprocne biscutata)
Sick’s Swift (Chaetura meridionalis)
Short-tailed Swift (Chaetura brachyura)
Fork-tailed Palm-Swift (Tachornis squamata)
HUMMINGBIRDS (TROCHILIDAE)

** Reddish Hermit (Phaethornis ruber)
Planalto Hermit (Phaethornis pretrei) - The less said about Phaethornis hermits on this trip, the
better. Bah humbug.
Swallow-tailed Hummingbird (Eupetomena macroura)
White-vented Violetear (Colibri serrirostris)
Black-throated Mango (Anthracothorax nigricollis)
Fork-tailed Woodnymph (Thalurania furcata)
Gilded Hummingbird (Hylocharis chrysura)
White-tailed Goldenthroat (Polytmus guainumbi)
Glittering-throated Emerald (Amazilia fimbriata)
Long-billed Starthroat (Heliomaster longirostris)
Amethyst Woodstar (Calliphlox amethystina)
TROGONS (TROGONIDAE)
Black-tailed Trogon (Trogon melanurus)
White-tailed Trogon (Trogon viridis)
Blue-crowned Trogon (Trogon curucui)
* Collared Trogon (Trogon collaris)
KINGFISHERS (ALCEDINIDAE)
Ringed Kingfisher (Megaceryle torquata)
Amazon Kingfisher (Chloroceryle amazona)
Green Kingfisher (Chloroceryle americana)
Green-and-rufous Kingfisher (Chloroceryle inda)
MOTMOTS (MOMOTIDAE)
Amazonian Motmot (Momotus momota)
JACAMARS (GALBULIDAE)

Rufous-tailed Jacamar (Galbula ruficauda)
PUFFBIRDS (BUCCONIDAE)
White-eared Puffbird (Nystalus chacuru)
* Spot-backed Puffbird (Nystalus maculatus)
Black-fronted Nunbird (Monasa nigrifrons)
White-fronted Nunbird (Monasa morphoeus) - Seen only at the remnant Amazonian forest patch
at Fazenda Planície east of Vila Bela.
Swallow-winged Puffbird (Chelidoptera tenebrosa)
TOUCANS (RAMPHASTIDAE)
Toco Toucan (Ramphastos toco)
Channel-billed Toucan (Ramphastos vitellinus)
Lettered Araçari (Pteroglossus inscriptus)
Chestnut-eared Araçari (Pteroglossus castanotis)
WOODPECKERS (PICIDAE)
Bar-breasted Piculet (Picumnus aurifrons)
White-wedged Piculet (Picumnus albosquamatus)
White Woodpecker (Melanerpes candidus)
Yellow-tufted Woodpecker (Melanerpes cruentatus)
Red-stained Woodpecker (Veniliornis affinis) - A bird seen at gallery forest edge from the beach
along the rio Formoso on 12/10 was a pleasant surprise, and an indicator of the Amazonian
affinities of the avifauna around the Lagoa da Confusão region.
Little Woodpecker (Veniliornis passerinus)
Golden-green Woodpecker (Piculus chrysochloros)
** Green-barred Woodpecker (Colaptes melanochloros)
Campo Flicker (Colaptes campestris)
Blond-crested Woodpecker (Celeus flavescens)

Kaempfer’s Woodpecker (Celeus obrieni) - First discovered in 1926 in the northern state of
Maranhão, the specimens collected by Emil Kaempfer were considered to belong to Celeus
spectabilis (Rufous-headed Woodpecker) until 1973, when Short described it as a new subspecies,
C. s. obrieni. Short’s description was based on a comparison of Kaempfer’s Uruçui specimens
against specimens of spectabilis from its range in extreme western Amazonia along the base of the
eastern Andes from Ecuador to Bolivia. The obrieni taxon went unseen for 80 years until 2006,
when Advaldo Prado mistnetted a female during ornithological surveys in Tocantins. His discovery
revealed the correct habitat for the species, and subsequent surveys have revealed its presence in
the states of Maranhão (São Pedro da Agua Branca, Caxias, Bom Jesus das Selvas), Tocantins
(various localities from Goatins south to Paranã), Goiás (scattered records south as far as Cezarina,
including a site in the Chapada dos Veadeiros which should be of interest to foreign birdwatchers),
and most recently, in Mato Grosso (General Carneiro). We saw a single bird in a small, cut-up
patch of forest with slender bamboo species which the birds favour, near Lagoa da Confusão at a
site which Eduardo of the Pousada Praia Alta knows. Kaempfer’s Woodpecker is rated as globally
Endangered by Birdlife International and the IUCN.
Lineated Woodpecker (Dryocopus lineatus)
TYPICAL ANTBIRDS (THAMNOPHILIDAE)
Chestnut-tailed Antbird (Myrmeciza hemimelaena)
Black-throated Antbird (Myrmeciza atrothorax)
White-flanked Antwren (Myrmotherula axillaris)
White-fringed Antwren (Formicivora grisea) - Proved to be fairly common around Praia Alta and
Lagoa da Confusão, where we recorded the species on 3 dates.
Rusty-backed Antwren (Formicivora rufa)
Black-capped Antwren (Herpsilochmus atricapillus)
Large-billed Antwren (Herpsilochmus longirostris)
Rufous-winged Antwren (Herpsilochmus rufimarginatus)
Glossy Antshrike (Sakesphorus luctuosus)
Barred Antshrike (Thamnophilus doliatus)
* Plain-winged Antshrike (Thamnophilus schistaceus)
Planalto Slaty-Antshrike (Thamnophilus pelzelni)
Variable Antshrike (Thamnophilus caerulescens)
Amazonian Antshrike (Thamnophilus amazonicus)

Great Antshrike (Taraba major)
Band-tailed Antbird (Hypocnemoides maculicauda)
* White-backed Fire-eye (Pyriglena leuconota)
* Gray Antbird (Cercomacra cinerascens)
Mato Grosso Antbird (Cercomacra melanaria)
Bananal Antbird (Cercomacra ferdinandi) - Eduardo took us right to the spot for this restricted
range endemic during our first afternoon at Pousada Praia Alta: a dense wall of vine tangles and
thick vegetation near water - classic Cercomacra habitat! We found another couple of pairs closer
to the lodge during our final morning at Praia Alta as well. The species is restricted in range to the
Araguaia valley of central Brazil.
Rondônia Warbling-Antbird (Hypocnemis ochrogyna) - There weren’t many antbirds to be had on
this itinerary since we only skirted Amazonia during our two days in Vila Bela, but this species
came as a surprise lifer for Duncan when we easily called in a responsive pair inside forest edge at
the remnant forest patch at Fazenda Planície east of town. This taxon was elevated to full species
status when the Warbling Antbird complex was carved up, and it is a relatively little-seen taxon
compared to some of the other Hypocnemis spp.
CRESCENTCHESTS (MELANOPAREIIDAE)
Collared Crescentchest (Melanopareia torquata) - Heard at every site where we visited suitable
habitat, but only seen on our first day in Vila Bela da Santíssima Trindade.
LEAFTOSSERS (SCLERURIDAE)
Campo Miner (Geositta poeciloptera)
WOODCREEPERS (DENDROCOLAPTIDAE)
* Plain-brown Woodcreeper (Dendrocincla fuliginosa)
* Olivaceous Woodcreeper (Sittasomus griseicapillus)
* Buff-throated Woodcreeper (Xiphorhynchus guttatus)
Red-billed Scythebill (Campylorhamphus trochilirostris)
Straight-billed Woodcreeper (Dendroplex picus)
Narrow-billed Woodcreeper (Lepidocolaptes angustirostris)
Long-billed Woodcreeper (Nasica longirostris)

Planalto Woodcreeper (Dendrocolaptes platyrostris)
OVENBIRDS & ALLIES (FURNARIIDAE)
** Plain Xenops (Xenops minutus)
Streaked Xenops (Xenops rutilans)
Point-tailed Palmcreeper (Berlepschia rikeri) - A single (possibly lonely?) bird put on an
unforgettable performance at the Jardim da Maytreia in Chapada dos Veadeiros when it responded
to the tape strongly, approaching from a distance and perching atop the tallest palm tree it could
find, from where it proceeded to sing its head off without restraint. The first time I’ve ever had to
walk away from a palmcreeper.
Wing-banded Hornero (Furnarius figulus) - This Brazilian endemic is also called Band-tailed or
Tail-banded Hornero. It is common and apparently spreading south in eastern Brazil, where it is
typically found near water. The pileatus taxon, which we saw near the rio Formoso at Pousada
Praia Alta, is disjunct from the nominate race of east Brazil and occurs along the lower rio
Amazonas and also along the rio Araguaia. Interestingly, the Wing-banded Hornero does not build
mud oven nests like the other horneros; instead it builds a shallow cup nest quite unlike that of the
common Rufous Hornero.
Rufous Hornero (Furnarius rufus)
Chestnut-capped Foliage-gleaner (Hylocryptus rectirostris) - This was a new bird for Duncan, and
it was a nice way to salvage a disastrous day in which TAM left us in the lurch in Campo Grande.
Faced with the prospect of having an unexpected night in the city, we escaped the concrete for the
afternoon and found a lovely responsive individual during our impromptu birding drive east of
Aquidauana.
* Buff-fronted Foliage-gleaner (Philydor rufum)
Russet-mantled Foliage-gleaner (Syndactyla dimidiata) - Seen nicely in gallery forest along the rio
Formoso in Emas National Park. This localized species is sometimes called Planalto Foliagegleaner.
Rufous-fronted Thornbird (Phacellodomus rufifrons)
Greater Thornbird (Phacellodomus ruber)
Yellow-chinned Spinetail (Certhiaxis cinnamomea)
undescribed spinetail (Certhiaxis sp. novum) - This taxon is apparently restricted to the Araguaia
drainage, and appears to prefer early stage successional growth on sandy river islands and beaches
along the Araguaia and its tributaries. The species resembles the widespread Yellow-chinned
Spinetail C. cinnamomea, but differs in its song - a jumbled, far more hurried vocalization than
that of cinnamomea, and in its plumage (see photo in the daily accounts of this trip report). We
didn’t have much difficulty finding the species during our first morning on the beaches along the
rio Formoso at Praia Alta.

** Sooty-fronted Spinetail (Synallaxis frontalis)
Pale-breasted Spinetail (Synallaxis albescens)
White-lored Spinetail (Synallaxis albilora)
Araguaia Spinetail (Synallaxis simoni) - This taxon, endemic to the Araguaia drainage, is sometimes
subsumed within the Synallaxis albilora / gujanensis complex and isn’t yet recognized by all
sources, including the SACC (see here for an interesting discussion on the matter, particularly
Kevin Zimmer’s comments: http://www.museum.lsu.edu/~Remsen/SACCprop174.html).
Nevertheless, its disjunct range, different plumage (certainly from albilora, which we studied
closely in the Pantanal a couple of days after watching several pairs of this species), and different
vocalizations all indicate that simoni is surely a species-level taxon. It is treated as thus by the
CBRO, which I consider to be a superior resource regarding taxonomy in Brazil (particularly since
the SACC is populated largely by taxonomists/ornithologists with an Andean slant on things), and
which is the baseline for this trip list.
Rusty-backed Spinetail (Cranioleuca vulpina)
MANAKINS (PIPRIDAE)
Pale-belled Tyrant-Manakin (Neopelma pallescens)
Band-tailed Manakin (Pipra fasciicauda) - We had a nice run on manakins at the Serra de Ricardo
Franco State Park in Vila Bela, where we saw this species and the three species which follow it on
the list below during our two afternoon visits (see the photos below).
Snow-capped Manakin (Lepidothrix nattereri)
White-bearded Manakin (Manacus manacus)
Fiery-capped Manakin (Machaeropterus pyrocephalus)

Manakins at Serra de Ricardo Franco SP, Vila Bela da Santíssima Trindade, MT
(left to right: Band-tailed, Snow-capped, White-bearded, Fiery-capped)

Helmeted Manakin (Antilophia galeata)
TITYRAS & ALLIES (TITYRIDAE)
Black-tailed Flycatcher (Myiobius atricaudus)

* Greenish Schiffornis (Schiffornis virescens)
Masked Tityra (Tityra semifasciata)
Green-backed Becard (Pachyramphus viridis)
White-winged Becard (Pachyramphus polychopterus)
White-naped Xenopsaris (Xenopsaris albinucha)
COTINGAS (COTINGIDAE)
Screaming Piha (Lipaugus vociferans)
Purple-throated Fruitcrow (Querula purpurata) - Heard in an area slated to be developed at the
edge of the town of Lagoa da Confusão (it’d be quite the yard bird!) in Tocantins; we saw them
later in the trip at the Fazenda Planície east of Vila Bela da Santíssima Trindade.
TYRANT-FLYCATCHERS (RHYNCHOCYCLIDAE)
* Sepia-capped Flycatcher (Leptopogon amaurocephalus)
Southern Antpipit (Corythopis delalandi) - This attractive and rather secretive flycatcher had the
honour of being Duncan’s 2500th species for South America. After being stymied in our attempt to
access my favourite site for the species in the Chapada dos Veadeiros, I decided to try a backup
location, the Bosque da Santíssima Maria de Jesus at the Fazenda dos Anões south of Alto Paraíso.
A bit of work with the tape did the trick, and we eventually obtained excellent views of the bird
perching on low branches and occasionally dropping to the ground to turn over a leaf or two.
Yellow-olive Flycatcher (Tolmomyias sulphurescens)
Yellow-breasted Flycatcher (Tolmomyias flaviventris)
Common Tody-Flycatcher (Todirostrum cinereum)
Yellow-browed Tody-Flycatcher (Todirostrum chrysocrotaphum)
Rusty-fronted Tody-Flycatcher (Poecilotriccus latirostris)
Short-tailed Pygmy-Tyrant (Myiornis ecaudatus)
Stripe-necked Tody-Tyrant (Hemitriccus striaticollis)
Pearly-vented Tody-Tyrant (Hemitriccus margaritaceiventer)
* Zimmer’s Tody-Tyrant (Hemitriccus minimus) - This scarce Amazonian species is more common
than once thought, and has turned up all over the southern Amazon basin now that it’s voice is
known. We heard a calling bird in tall gallery forest along the rio Formoso at Pousada Praia Alta,

but did not follow up on it as Duncan had already seen the species with me at the rio Azul in Pará
in 2009. Knowing what a search for the species could entail, we decided to give it a miss.
TYRANT FLYCATCHERS 2 (TYRANNIDAE)
Cliff Flycatcher (Hirundinea ferruginea)
Plain Tyrannulet (Inezia inornata)
Amazonian Tyrannulet (Inezia subflava) - A spritely individual responded nicely to tape at the
beginning of the trail we walked on our final morning at Praia Alta (14/10), stopping beside us in
thick riverine vegetation to kick off our morning.
White-lored Tyrannulet (Ornithion inerme)
Southern Beardless-Tyrannulet (Camptostoma obsoletum)
Yellow-bellied Elaenia (Elaenia flavogaster)
Large Elaenia (Elaenia spactabilis)
Plain-crested Elaenia (Elaenia cristata)
Lesser Elaenia (Elaenia chiriquensis)
Highland Elaenia (Elaenia obscura)
Suiriri Flycatcher (Suiriri suiriri)
Forest Elaenia (Myiopagis gaimardii)
Yellow Tyrannulet (Campsiempsis flaveola)
Mouse-coloured Tyrannulet (Phaeomyias murina)
Reiser’s Tyrannulet (Phyllomyias reiseri) - A mysterious tyrannulet seen with a mixed flock in
gallery forest near the rio Formoso do Araguaia at Praia Alta was tentatively identified as this
species. We presume that this is the same bird reported from the location by Giuliano Bernardon,
and while it seemed a bit off for reiseri (a bird with which I admittedly have very little field
experience), we could not place it as anything else. Given the regional endemism in birds along
the Araguaia, including an as-yet to be described spinetail species, there is an outside chance that
this bird could represent something different. Unfortunately it foraged high in the canopy with a
slow-moving flock, eventually disappearing from view and not returning in the short time we had
before we had to turn round and head back to the lodge - we had a flight to catch.
Sharp-tailed Tyrant (Culicivora caudacuta) - The spritely wind-up toys of the cerrado are always
very fun to watch, and we saw no shortage of them in areas with tall grasses in Emas NP and also
at the Fazenda dos Anões in the Chapada dos Veadeiros. At the latter location we were able to
watch at length a pair which froze mid-display upon the arrival of an Aplomado Falcon. They

didn’t move a millimetre until the falcon moved on, at which point they clambered atop their
grasses and engaged in a triumphant duet.
Bearded Tachuri (Polystictus pectoralis) - Another target bird for Duncan. Thanks to our local guide
at Emas, we found a responsive individual together with some Sharp-tailed Tyrants in some intact
habitat with tall grasses on the eastern edge of the park.
River Tyrannulet (Serpophaga hypoleuca)
Sooty Tyrannulet (Serpophaga nigricans)
Piratic Flycatcher (Legatus leucophaius)
Rufous-tailed Flatbill (Ramphotrigon ruficauda) - A calling bird in gallery forest at the Pousada
Praia Alta was a surprise to me, as I’m used to seeing the species in tall riverine Amazonian forest;
the presence of this and other species we found near the lodge (Red-stained Woodpecker,
Zimmer’s Tody-Tyrant, for example) underline the Amazonian element present in the avifauna at
this fascinating crossroads between cerrado, Pantanal, Amazon, and caatinga.
Swainson’s Flycatcher (Myiarchus swainsoni)
Short-crested Flycatcher (Myiarchus ferox)
Sirystes (Sirystes sibilator)
Grayish Mourner (Rhytipterna simplex)
Rufous Casiornis (Casiornis rufa)
Great Kiskadee (Pitangus sulphuratus)
Lesser Kiskadee (Philohydor lictor)
Cattle Tyrant (Machetornis rixosa)
Streaked Flycatcher (Myiodynastes maculatus)
Boat-billed Flycatcher (Megarynchus pitangua)
Rusty-margined Flycatcher (Myiozetetes cayanensis)
White-throated Kingbird (Tyrannus albogularis)
Tropical Kingbird (Tyrannus melancholicus)
Fork-tailed Flycatcher (Tyrannus savana)
Crowned Slaty Flycatcher (Griseotyrannus aurantioatrocristatus)

Variegated Flycatcher (Empidonomus varius)
Bran-coloured Flycatcher (Myiophobus fasciatus)
Black-backed Water-Tyrant (Fluvicola albiventer)
White-headed Marsh-Tyrant (Arundinicla leucocephala)
Streamer-tailed Tyrant (Gubernetes yetapa)
Cock-tailed Tyrant (Alectrurus tricolor)
Euler’s Flycatcher (Lathrotriccus euleri)
Tropical Pewee (Contopus cinereus)
Crested Black-Tyrant (Knipolegus lophotes)
Gray Monjita (Xolmis cinereus)
White-rumped Monjita (Xolmis velatus)
VIREOS & ALLIES (VIREONIDAE)
Rufous-browed Peppershrike (Cyclarhis gujanensis)
Red-eyed Vireo (Vireo olivaceus)
* Ashy-headed Greenlet (Hylophilus pectoralis)
JAYS & CROWS (CORVIDAE)
Purplish Jay (Cyanocorax cyanomelas)
Curl-crested Jay (Cyanocorax cristatellus)
White-naped Jay (Cyanocorax cyanopogon) - This handsome jay is an endemic of the caatinga of
north-east Brazil. We saw a few during our day trip into NE Goiás to look for Pfrimer’s Parakeet.
SWALLOWS (HIRUNDINIDAE)
Blue-and-white Swallow (Pygochelidon cyanoleuca)
Southern Rough-winged Swallow (Stelgidopteryx ruficollis)
Brown-chested Martin (Progne tapera)
Gray-breasted Martin (Progne chalybea)

White-winged Swallow (Tachycineta albiventer)
White-rumped Swallow (Tachycineta leucorrhoa)
Bank Swallow (Riparia riparia)
Barn Swallow (Hirundo rustica)
Cliff Swallow (Petrochelidon pyrrhonota) - We witnessed remarkable numbers of these boreal
migrant swallows around Pousada Praia Alta, with flocks numbering perhaps into the tens of
thousands migrating and feeding over the irrigated agricultural areas on farms surrounding the
lodge. Our observations of the species here, and later in fairly large flocks of migrating birds over
Emas NP, suggest that the Araguaia valley serves as an important role for the species during its
southbound migration.
WRENS (TROGLODYTIDAE)
Southern House Wren (Troglodytes musculus)
Sedge Wren (Cistothorus platensis) - Lovely views of these spritely little wrens at Emas NP and
again in the Chapada dos Veadeiros later in the trip.
Thrush-like Wren (Campylorhynchus turdinus)
Moustached Wren (Pheugopedius genibarbis)
* Buff-breasted Wren (Cantorchilus leucotis)
DONACOBIUS (DONACOBIIDAE)
Black-capped Donacobius (Donacobius atricapilla)
GNATCATCHERS (POLIOPTILIDAE)
Masked Gnatcatcher (Polioptila dumicola)
THRUSHES (TURDIDAE)
Rufous-bellied Thrush (Turdus rufiventris)
Pale-breasted Thrush (Turdus leucomelas)
Creamy-bellied Thrush (Turdus amaurochalinus)
MOCKINGBIRDS (MIMIDAE)
Chalk-browed Mockingbird (Mimius saturninus)
PIPITS (MOTACILLIDAE)

Yellowish Pipit (Anthus lutescens)
BANANAQUIT (COEREBIDAE)
Bananaquit (Coereba flaveola)
TANAGERS (THRAUPIDAE)
Buff-throated Saltator (Saltator maximus)
Grayish Saltator (Saltator coerulescens)
Green-winged Saltator (Saltator similis)
Black-throated Saltator (Saltatricula atricollis)
Cone-billed Tanager (Conothraupis mesoleuca) - Critically Endangered, and as far as is known
currently, endemic to Brazil. Like the Kaempfer’s Woodpecker, the story behind this species is
compelling: undetected from 1938 until its rediscovery at Emas National Park in 2003 (and
remarkably close to the park headquarters, at that), further fieldwork in central-west Brazil has
found another, larger population of the species in western Mato Grosso in addition to a number of
pairs at Emas NP itself. WikiAves (the Brazilian open source archive for photographs and sound
recordings) has records from no fewer than 7 municipalities in the states of Goiás and Mato Grosso
in its database, and considering the amount of unsurveyed but suitable habitat elsewhere in westcentral and north-western Mato Grosso, it stands to reason that there are more of these odd birds
out there. There is anecdotal evidence to suggest that the Cone-billed Tanager may not be a tanager
at all, and some sources lean toward re-assigning it to its own genus, Rhynchothraupis, as which it
was originally described - the complex, finch-like song, feeding observations (Candia-Gallardo et
al. 2010) of birds eating seeds of grasses and bamboos, and its large finch-like bill all suggest that
its taxonomic placement may be worth revisiting. We had point-blank eye level views of a singing
male along the rio Formoso inside the park on the morning of the 21st (cover photo), and heard
the species (likely the same male) at the same location the following day.
Scarlet-throated Tanager (Compsothraupis loricata) - We puzzled over a lone female bird for a
couple of minutes on the morning of 25/10 before remembering we were at the edge of the range
for this odd endemic of NE Brazil, a tanager which is reminiscent of an icterid, and which indeed
may be related to the blackbirds.
Hooded Tanager (Nemoisa pileata)
White-rumped Tanager (Cypsnagra hirundinacea)
White-lined Tanager (Tachyphonus rufus)
Silver-beaked Tanager (Ramphocelus carbo)
Flame-crested Tanager (Lanio cristatus)

Pileated Finch (Lanio pileatus)
Red-crested Finch (Lanio cucullatus)
Gray-headed Tanager (Lanio penicillatus)
Turquoise Tanager (Tangara mexicana)
Sayaca Tanager (Tangara sayaca)
Palm Tanager (Tangara palmarum)
Burnished-buff Tanager (Tangara cayana)
White-banded Tanager (Neothraupis fasciata)
Black-faced Tanager (Schistochlamys melanopis)
Crimson-fronted Cardinal (Paroaria baeri) - This endemic of the Araguaia valley was the certainly
the highlight of the trip’s first morning at Pousada Praia Alta on 12/10. We had scope views of a
pair which perched in riverside vegetation after flying over our heads as we walked along the
beach of the rio Formoso. We commemorated the event with a celebratory swig of warm water.
Yellow-billed Cardinal (Paroaria capitata)
Swallow Tanager (Tersina viridis)
Blue Dacnis (Dacnis cayana)
Red-legged Honeycreeper (Cyanerpes cyaneus)
Guira Tanager (Hemithraupis guira)
Chestnut-vented Conebill (Conirostrum speciosum)
SPARROWS, SEEDEATERS & ALLIES (EMBERIZIDAE)
Rufous-collared Sparrow (Zonotrichia capensis)
Grassland Sparrow (Ammodramus humeralis)
Yellow-browed Sparrow (Ammodramus aurifrons)
Blue Finch (Porphyrospiza caerulescens) - We found a lovely singing sub-adult male in the heat of
the afternoon shortly after our arrival in Alto Paraíso de Goiás, in the rocky cerrado along the
entrance road to the Cachoeira da Agua Fria. We subsequently heard the species at a couple of
other sites in the Chapada dos Veadeiros, including several singing males in the upland cerrado at
the Fazenda dos Anões.

Orange-fronted Yellow-Finch (Sicalis columbiana)
Saffron Finch (Sicalis flaveola)
Wedge-tailed Grass-Finch (Emberizoides herbicola)
Blue-black Grassquit (Volatinia jacarina)
Plumbeous Seedeater (Sporophila plumbea)
Rusty-collared Seedeater (Sporophila collaris) - We observed both the black-and-white nominate
race (in Tocantins) and the rather more colourful, ‘rustier’ ochrascens (?) race in the Pantanal at
Piuval and around Vila Bela da Santíssima Trindade.
Lined Seedeater (Sporophila lineola) - Seen with mixed seedeater flocks on a couple of dates: on
13/10 on the Fazenda Praia Alta; and again on 22/10 at Emas NP. We saw a curious individual on
the 13th which superficially resembled S. nigrorufa, but was presumably a hybrid between lineola
and something else, possibly bouvreuil.
Yellow-bellied Seedeater (Sporophila nigricollis)
Double-collared Seedeater (Sporophila caerulescens)
White-bellied Seedeater (Sporophila leucoptera)
Black-and-tawny Seedeater (Sporophila nigrorufa) - After a fruitless first morning of searching in a
number of ‘good’ spots for the species in the Campos do Encanto east of Vila Bela da Santíssima
Trindade, we had the good fortune to run into a couple of pairs sheltering from the strong winds in
a brushy area near the airport in town. These turned out to be the only individuals of the species
we would find during our stay in Vila Bela. The species has very limited range, breeding only in
SW Mato Grosso state and across the border into Bolivia, where its stronghold likely lies in Noel
Kempff Mercado National Park. The Campos do Encanto, an area of unprotected cerrado lying to
the east of the town of Vila Bela, is in urgent need of protection; it is at risk from wildfires,
uncontrolled grazing, and clearing for cattle ranching. The species can be found in this area year
round, and while it apparently undergoes some degree of seasonal migration, appears also to
breed in the area - the Campos do Encanto represent the single most important known locality for
this Vulnerable seedeater in Brazil.
Capped Seedeater (Sporophila bouvreuil)
Tawny-bellied Seedeater (Sporophila hypoxantha)
Dark-throated Seedeater (Sporophila ruficollis) - We saw this Near-Threatened seedeater on two
dates around Pousada Praia Alta, where it was present in small numbers with the large mixed
flocks of migrants we observed in the wet cultivated fields. We also found a single male
accompanying a small mixed flock of Sporophila on the 16th near the airport in Vila Bela.

Marsh Seedeater (Sporophila palustris) - This spectacular species was a major highlight of our stay
at the Pousada Praia Alta, where we found at least 3 or 4 males amongst a flock of hundreds of
Sporophila seedeaters in the cultivated rice and soy fields on the Fazenda Praia Alta on the
afternoon of 12/10. De Luca et al. (2009) cite records from the extreme north of Tocantins, but we
nevertheless did not expect to find this Endangered species at Praia Alta. We instead had been
holding out hope to encounter the species at Emas NP, where in fact seedeater numbers and
diversity turned out to be comparatively low - apparently we outpaced the southward migration of
this charismatic little birds, and were fortunate indeed to see nearly all of our target seedeaters at
the first stop of this tour.
Rufous-rumped Seedeater (Sporophila hypochroma) - Recorded only on 13/10 at a ranch
neighbouring the Pousada Praia Alta near Lagoa da Confusão in the Araguaia valley; we found a
handsome male sitting quietly in a dense shrub in the late morning heat accompanied by a single
S. hypochroma and several S. bouvreuil. Most sources including Ridgley and Tudor’s landmark The
Birds of South America (1989) do not map the species as occurring anywhere near the state of
Tocantins, but De Luca et al. (2009) cite records from the Monumento Natural das Árvores
Fossilizadas area in the north of the state. It seems quite likely that greater coverage in Tocantins
and the Araguaia valley south into Goiás and Mato Grosso, particularly during the migration
period for Sporophila spp., would yield further records of this Near Threatened bird.
Chestnut Seedeater (Sporophila cinnamomea) - We found a handful of these handsome and
threatened (listed as Vulnerable by the IUCN and BirdLife International) seedeaters amongst the
large flocks of migrant Sporophila spp. observed on the 12th and 13th on the Fazenda Praia Alta
and neighbouring farms.
Chestnut-bellied Seed-Finch (Sporophila angolensis)
Saffron-billed Sparrow (Arremon flavirostris)
Coal-crested Finch (Charitospiza eucosma) - Surprisingly scarce throughout the trip; we found this
cerrado endemic only at Emas National Park on 22/10, when we managed to call in one or two
males which had been singing distantly. One of said males proceeded to drop down to the ground
and tamely lead us around the cerrado, leading one to wonder whether he had a nest nearby.
Black-masked Finch (Coryphaspiza melanotis) - These fabulous little finches were found in intact
cerrado with tall grass at Emas NP (20/10) and in the Chapada dos Veadeiros (24/10).
NEW WORLD WARBLERS (PARULIDAE)
* Tropical Parula (Parula pitiayumi)
Masked Yellowthroat (Geothlypis aequinoctialis)
Golden-crowned Warbler (Basileuterus culicivorus)
White-bellied Warbler (Basileuterus hypoleucus)
Flavescent Warbler (Basileuterus flaveolus)

White-striped Warbler (Basileuterus leucophrys) - After hearing this Brazilian endemic on two
dates in gallery forest along the rio Formoso in Emas NP, we finally connected with a showy pair
on the 22nd at the Lagoa das Capivaras.
BLACKBIRDS & ALLIES (ICTERIDAE)
Crested Oropendola (Psarocolius decumanus)
Solitary Black Cacique (Procacicus solitarius)
Yellow-rumped Cacique (Cacicus cela)
Campo Troupial (Icterus jamacaii)
Chopi Blackbird (Gnorimopsar chopi)
Unicoloured Blackbird (Agelasticus cyanopus)
Chestnut-capped Blackbird (Chrysomus ruficapillus)
Yellow-rumped Marshbird (Pseudoleistes guirahuro)
Bay-winged Cowbird (Agelaioides badius)
Screaming Cowbird (Molothrus rufoaxillaris)
Giant Cowbird (Molothrus oryzivorus)
Shiny Cowbird (Molothrus bonariensis)
White-browed Blackbird (Sturnella superciliaris)
SISKINS & ALLIES (FRINGILLIDAE)
Purple-throated Euphonia (Euphonia chlorotica)
Violaceous Euphonia (Euphonia violacea)
OLD WORLD SPARROWS (PASSERIDAE)
House Sparrow (Passer domesticus)

MAMMALS AND MORE
The brief list that follows reflects our observations of non-bird highlights. As I’m writing this report
on my laptop and don’t have access to my master list of Brazilian mammals with my preferred
taxonomy and sequencing, this list will be ordered using precise classification skills I learned in
kindergarten - biggest to smallest!
Brazilian Tapir (Tapirus terrestris)
Marsh Deer (Blastocercus dichotomus)
Pampas Deer (Ozotoceros bezoarticus)
White-lipped Peccary (Tayassu pecari)
Capybara (Hydrochoerus hydrochaeris)
Azara’s Agouti (Dasyprocta azarae)
Crab-eating Fox (Cerdocyon thous)
Striped Hog-nosed Skunk (Conepatus semistriatus)
Six-banded Armadillo (Euphractus sexcinctus)
Brazilian Rabbit (Sylvilagus brasiliensis)
Peruvian Spider Monkey (Ateles chamek)
Brown Capuchin (Cebus apella)
Black-tailed Marmoset (Mico melanurus)
squirrel species
Black Caiman
Spectacled Caiman
Paraguayan Caiman
Yellow-footed Tortoise
Green Iguana
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