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Introduction: 
My wife Jessica and I spent a week at the Pousada Rio Azul in May at the 
invitation of the owners, Carlos and Ivaní Gonçalves. I have been compiling an 
inventory of the avifauna at this location in the southern Brazilian Amazon over 
several visits dating from July 2007. This was Jessica’s first visit to the Rio Azul. 
 
Location:  
The Pousada Rio Azul is a fishing and birding lodge in the south of the state of 
Pará, located on the São Benedito II river, known locally as the rio Azul. This 
river is the southern boundary of the Serra do Cachimbo Air Force Base forest 
reserve which covers an area of more than 2.17 million hectares of pristine forest 
and cerrado. Access to the Pousada Rio Azul is by car or truck from the town of 
Alta Floresta; we took our compact Fiat Uno which was just barely up to the task.  
 
Logistics: 
Visitors to the lodge will pass through Alta Floresta, a town which already hosts 
many birders as they head to the famous Cristalino Jungle Lodge. One arrives in 
Alta Floresta either by plane (2 flights daily) or comfortable coach from the capital 
of the state of Mato Grosso, Cuiabá. From Alta Floresta it is a 4-hour drive over 
rough road to the lodge, or a 20-minute flight by chartered small aircraft. 



 
Birding is done:  

A) on foot on a network of trails and old logging roads from the lodge 
clearing; 

B) on two nearby fazendas (ranches) accessed by 4-wheel drive vehicle; 
C) on the river in small motorboats. 

 
Carlos and Ivaní tend not to work with more than one group at a time, but during 
our stay there was a group of rather thankless fishermen occupying their time 
(and patience?) so Jessica and I contented ourselves birding mostly on foot from 
the lodge. This was fine since I wanted to focus on taking some photographs and 
making sound recordings rather than building up a big trip list. 
 
Accommodation: 
The Pousada Rio Azul has two comfortable cabins for either two or three people 
each, and a third larger cabins with space for up to six people. All the 
accommodations have private bath with electrically-heated hot water. The cabins 
are best described as rustic, but the beds are comfortable and there are plenty of 
hooks to hang clothing and equipment. All three cabins have air-conditioning.  
 
There is a pleasant screened restaurant where the excellent meals are served. 
Ivaní and Delvina outdid themselves as usual, stuffing us three times a day with 
sumptuous local dishes, including plenty of fresh fish and delicious desserts 
made with local fruits. 
 

 
The Pousada Rio Azul; the squat bushes lining the walkway are excellent for hummingbirds; we 

saw the undescribed “Tapajós” Hermit at these flowering bushes every day! 
 
 



 
Itinerary: 
15 May – Drive from Alta Floresta to the Rio Azul. 
16 – 22 May – Pousada Rio Azul 
23 May – Return to Alta Floresta. 
 
Contacts: 
For more information regarding the Pousada Rio Azul, visit their site at 
www.pousadarioazul.com.br or check out the Birding Sites section on my website 
www.birdingmatogrosso.com.  
 
Interesting sightings: 
While copying the daily accounts from my notebook to this report could be useful 
to the reader, it isn’t too appealing to me at the moment. In that light, I’ll stick 
here to the more interesting sightings from our visit. I’ll include a full species list 
at the end of the report for those who are interested. Please feel free to contact 
me at sclateria@yahoo.ca for further details on any sightings or species in the 
list. 
 
Gray Tinamou ( Tinamus tao ) – Heard infrequently during the week on just three 
dates in total. I did however see one May 17th at very close range in the scrubby 
secondary growth bordered by tall forest on sandy soils along the entrance track. 
The bird froze beside a log once it realized I was watching it, allowing for lengthy 
views. In spite of a great deal of effort I was unable to find a clear space to 
digiscope the bird for anything more than a handful of body parts which together 
provide a record shot. 
 
Little Tinamou ( Crypturellus soui ) – This species always confounds me at the 
Rio Azul. I have seen it two or three times along the entrance track, but have only 
heard birds sing after using playback to pull seen birds in for closer looks. Once 
again I did not hear C. soui during this trip, but did see two birds walk across the 
entrance track before dusk on May 17th. 
 
Tataupa Tinamou ( Crypturellus tataupa ) – Though we had recorded it last July 
at a neighbouring fazenda, a heard bird in the campina near the lodge was the 
first time I’d had it here. 
 
White-browed Hawk ( Leucopternis kuhli ) – Heard and tape recorded while I 
worked on cutting a new trail through terra firme forest near the lodge on May 
19th. 
 
Rusty-margined Guan ( Penelope superciliaris ) – It was good to get 
confirmation on this species which I had possibly seen last year. Three or four 
birds flushed and got away in dense campinarana before I found one which sat 
tight and posed for some poor record shots on May 17th. The occurrence of this 



species in the region appears to be tied to stunted forests on sandy soils where it 
replaces Spix’s Guan which occurs sympatrically at the Pousada Rio Azul. 

 

 
Rusty-margined Guan ( Penelope superciliaris ) 

 
Red-throated Piping-Guan ( Pipile cujubi ) – Heard some mornings before 
dawn from the lodge clearing, and seen alongside the river near the Flame-
crested Manakin territory on the Old Boat Trail and again at Fazenda Pará I 
where photographed. 
 
Hyacinth Macaw ( Anodorhynchus hyacinthinus ) – We saw a pair at ~8AM on 
May 18th, perched high in a tall snag at the edge of a cattle pasture beside an 
extensive riparian corridor just outside the Fazenda Rio Azul. This could be the 
same pair seen using the same corridor last October. These birds are part of a 
small offshoot population of the larger numbers found on the Serra do Cachimbo, 
where the Rio Azul rises. Ivaní showed me a photo she took earlier this year of a 
flock of at least 12 birds together. 
 



Madeira Parakeet ( Pyrrhura picta snethlageae ) – This well-marked taxon is 
very common along the river at Pousada Rio Azul. We recorded it on a daily 
basis. 
 
Scarlet-shouldered Parrotlet ( Touit huetii ) – Heard on three dates, tape 
recorded (see www.xeno-canto.org for recordings). All records were of birds 
flying high over the campina along the entrance track. I had recorded this species 
just once in my previous visits to the Rio Azul. 
 
Bald Parrot ( Gypopsitta aurantiocephala ) – Though we recorded this recently-
described species on 4 dates, all sightings were of birds in flight either over the 
lodge clearing or the entrance track. I didn’t see or hear any perched birds during 
the week. Some of the flight views were decent, while others were downright 
poor. The fact that we didn’t have many chances to use a boat to bird the river 
and a nearby fazenda which has been productive for the species in the past may 
have been a factor.  
 
Kawall’s Amazon ( Amazona kawalli ) – Seen on three dates from the entrance 
track. This is a very reliable spot to see the species flying from roosting to 
feeding areas, especially in the early morning and late afternoon. 
 
Dark-billed Cuckoo ( Coccyzus melacoryphus ) – A single bird seen May 23rd 
in scrubby habitat near the Fazenda Rio Azul gate was the first record for the 
site. 
 
Spectacled Owl ( Pulsatrix perspicillata ) – Seen May 16th along the entrance 
track during an owling session with Jessica and Carlos.  
 
Ocellated Poorwill ( Nyctiphrynus ocellatus ) – Birds tape recorded on May 21st 
on the entrance track were the first records for the site. 
 
“Tapajós” Hermit ( Phaethornis ‘aethopyga’ ) – This taxon, soon to be re-
described formally at the species level, is very common at forest edges and 
flowering bushes and trees in the lodge clearing. We saw at least two individuals 
visiting these bushes at regular intervals throughout the day, including feeding 
bouts of longer than 5 minutes at the same bush in late afternoons. Also seen 
inside the forest on the Woodcreeper Trail and along the entrance track. 
 
Crimson Topaz ( Topaza pella ) – I located a territorial pair guarding the canopy 
of a flowering Inga tree inside the forest along the Old Boat Trail some 100 
metres from the lodge clearing. The pair was recorded on all visits to this spot 
afterwards, easily located by their extremely loud vocalizations. 
 
Green-tailed Goldenthroat ( Polytmus theresiae ) – Very common in the low 
campina along the entrance track. 
 



Black-throated Trogon ( Trogon rufus ) – I was quite surprised to see and tape-
record a handsome male of this species in tall campinarana along the entrance 
track on May 17th. This species is very scarce in this part of its Amazonian 
range, and while I am familiar with it from the Atlantic forest this was the first time 
I’ve ever seen it in the Brazilian Amazon. 
 
Blue-necked Jacamar ( Galbula cyanicollis ) – The responsive pair near the 
boat landing is still present (see lead photo), and I located another pair along the 
Old Boat Trail who sounded off for a recording of more than 6 minutes 
uninterrupted. 
 
Bronzy Jacamar ( Galbula leucogastra ) – Common and vocal on most trails 
(especially the Old Boat Trail and the entrance track) and at small oxbows along 
the river. 
 
Great Jacamar ( Jacamerops aureus ) – Heard once at dawn on the Old Boat 
Trail, and a responsive female came in to imitations at the forward camp 
downstream from the lodge on May 22nd. 
 
Brown-banded Puffbird ( Notharchus ordii ) – Heard on just two dates: from the 
lodge clearing on the 18th; and along the Old Boat Trail (a pair duetting) on the 
21st. 
 
Spotted Puffbird ( Bucco tamatia ) – A pair came in to speculative playback in 
the campina along the entrance track May 17th, and was also heard in the same 
location at dusk a couple of days later. 
 
Rufous-necked Puffbird ( Malacoptila rufa ) – Stellar views of a bird responding 
to tape in vine-dominated forest along the Old Boat Trail on May 20th. Tape-
recorded and photographed. 
 
Glossy Antshrike ( Sakesphorus luctuosus ) – Common around small oxbows 
and dense vegetation at the river’s edge; recorded daily. 
 
Natterer’s Slaty-Antshrike ( Thamnophilus stictocephalus ) – Recorded on all 
visits to the entrance track, where an extremely vocal male was usually sounding 
off with his loudsong.  



 
Natterer’s Slaty-Antshrike ( Thamnophilus stictocephalus ) 

 
Yellow-browed Antbird ( Hypocnemis hypoxantha ) – Pairs found at the edge 
of the lodge clearing and along the Old Boat Trail at a natural forest clearing. The 
Serra do Cachimbo represents the southernmost range limit for the 
ochraceiventer subspecies, an endemic taxon restricted to the Tapajós-Xingu 
interfluvium. This species has been recorded on the Rio Cristalino but appears to 
be far more reliable here. 
 
Bare-eyed Antbird ( Rhegmatorhina gymnops ) – Heard singing a few times on 
the Old Boat Trail, but following up the songs I never found the birds nor any 
army ants. Finally a noisy group of 4 or more birds crossed the trail close the 
lodge clearing near a seasonal stream, but they never stayed still long enough 
for any digiscoping. 
 
Snethlage’s Gnateater  (Conopophaga aurita snethlageae ) – Common on 
forest trails, particularly the Old Boat Trail and the new trail I cut into terra firme. 
This taxon is almost certainly distinct at the species level (from Chestnut-belted 
Gnateater) and I tend to use the proposed common name interchangeably.  
 



 
Snethlage’s Gnateater ( Conopophaga aurita snethlageae ) 

 
Pompadour Cotinga ( Xipholena punicea ) – A beautiful male descended to 
mid-levels to feed on berries in a clearing along the Old Boat Trail May 20th. The 
first record of this species of the site – it would be documented with terrific 
photographs had it not been for a particularly insistent horde of bees urging me 
to move along! 
 
Snow-capped Manakin ( Lepidothrix nattereri ) – One of the main objectives for 
the trail I cut into the terra firme off the Old Boat Trail was to find leks of this 
species, which to this point had been difficult to see from the lodge’s trails. 
Several advertising males were heard while cutting the trail, and a good lek lies 
near the trail where it emerges onto an old logging track. 
 
Flame-crested Manakin ( Heterocercus linteatus ) – A female seen on the 
Heterocercus Trail off the Old Boat Trail on May 21st; also heard on the 
Woodcreeper Trail at the seasonal stream May 16th. 
 
Zimmer’s Tody-Tyrant ( Hemitriccus minimus ) – A single bird seen well in low 
trees along the entrance track amidst taller campinarana on May 17th. While not 
unexpected, this is the first record for the site. 
 
Cinnamon Manakin-Tyrant ( Neopipo cinnamomea ) – I still prefer the name 
Neopipo for this bird. Heard just once, singing in the morning in mid-height 



campinarana along the entrance track on May 16th. A search for this species on 
the afternoon of May 22nd on the Campinarana Trail turned up nothing. 
 
Fuscous Flycatcher ( Cnemotriccus fuscatus ) – Recorded on several dates in 
the campina on the entrance track. The vocalizations I taped appear to belong to 
the duidae-like forms known from areas of white sand throughout the Amazon 
basin, but I am still trying to confirm this. If the Rio Azul birds do belong to this 
taxon, it is certain to be split from ‘normal’ Fuscous Flycatchers in the future and 
perhaps called either ‘Chamizal’ or ‘Campinarana’ Flycatcher. A recording is 
available at http://www.xeno-canto.org/discussion.php?snd_nr=695 and I would 
appreciate comments from anyone experienced with duidae. 
 
Pale-bellied Mourner ( Rhytipterna immunda ) – Recorded on May 16, 17 and 
21 in the lowest campina along the entrance track. It is common here but 
typically requires a bit of work to see. 
 
Guianan Gnatcatcher ( Polioptila guianensis paraensis ) – Seen on multiple 
dates, including pairs with mixed flocks in low campinarana along the entrance 
track and with canopy flocks along the Old Boat Trail, where songs were tape 
recorded. This species is fairly common in canopy flocks at the Pousada Rio 
Azul, unlike at the nearby Cristalino Jungle Lodge where it is decidedly 
uncommon to rare. The sandier soils at the Rio Azul presumably make the 
difference, as this species is also fairly common on the Serra dos Caiabis some 
70 kilometres southwest of Alta Floresta – another white sand site. This taxon 
was treated as specifically distinct by Whitney and Alvarez (2005), and called the 
Pará Gnatcatcher. 
 
Plush-crested Jay ( Cyanocorax chrysops ) – On May 21st a noisy gang of jays 
moved through the tall forest surrounding the lodge on their way to the lower 
campinarana along the entrance track where we have recorded them in the past. 
This was the first time I had seen the species using the taller forests here. 
 
Fulvous-crested Tanager ( Tachyphonus surinamensis ) – A pair seen with a 
mixed flock in igapó forest along the Woodcreeper Trail on May 16th. This 
species has not to my knowledge been recorded on the Cristalino river, and our 
records and tape recordings may represent the southeasternmost range limit of 
the species. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Complete Species List: 
Below is a complete list of the species we recorded. Since our mobility was 
limited by the lack of a boat or 4-wheel drive automobile to reach interesting 
habitats such as the extensive stands of Guadua bamboo downstream from the 
lodge, this list is not as high as it could have been. Needless to say the 
occasional break to do a little fishing didn’t help things much either. It is however 
an excellent sample of what can be recorded just around the lodge itself! 
 
 
1. Gray Tinamou 
2. Great Tinamou 
3. White-throated Tinamou 
4. Cinereous Tinamou 
5. Little Tinamou 
6. Brown Tinamou 
7. Brazilian Tinamou 
8. Variegated Tinamou 
9. Tataupa Tinamou 
10. Least Grebe 
11. Anhinga 
12. Capped Heron 
13. Great Egret 
14. Cattle Egret 
15. Striated Heron 
16. Brazilian Teal 
17. Black Vulture 
18. Turkey Vulture 
19. Lesser Yellow-headed Vulture 
20. Greater Yellow-headed Vulture 
21. King Vulture 
22. Pearl Kite 
23. Plumbeous Kite 
24. White-browed Hawk 
25. Great Black-Hawk 
26. Roadside Hawk 
27. Short-tailed Hawk 
28. Ornate Hawk-Eagle 
29. Black Caracara 
30. Red-throated Caracara 
31. Southern Caracara 
32. Laughing Falcon 
33. Collared Forest-Falcon 
34. American Kestrel 
35. Bat Falcon 
36. Speckled Chachalaca 



37. Rusty-margined Guan 
38. Red-throated Piping-Guan 
39. Razor-billed Curassow 
40. Marbled Wood-Quail 
41. Wattled Jacana 
42. Southern Lapwing 
43. Picazuro Pigeon 
44. Ruddy Ground-Dove 
45. Blue Ground-Dove 
46. White-tipped Dove 
47. Hyacinth Macaw 
48. Blue-and-yellow Macaw 
49. Scarlet Macaw 
50. Red-and-green Macaw 
51. Chestnut-fronted Macaw 
52. Red-bellied Macaw 
53. White-eyed Parakeet 
54. Madeira Parakeet 
55. Golden-winged Parakeet 
56. Scarlet-shouldered Parrotlet 
57. White-bellied Parrot 
58. Bald Parrot 
59. Blue-headed Parrot 
60. Kawall’s Amazon 
61. Yellow-crowned Amazon 
62. Orange-winged Amazon 
63. Dark-billed Cuckoo 
64. Squirrel Cuckoo 
65. Black-bellied Cuckoo 
66. Little Cuckoo 
67. Smooth-billed Ani 
68. Guira Cuckoo 
69. Striped Cuckoo 
70. Tawny-bellied Screech-Owl 
71. Spectacled Owl 
72. Burrowing Owl 
73. Short-tailed Nighthawk 
74. Pauraque 
75. Ocellated Poorwill 
76. Blackish Nightjar 
77. White-collared Swift 
78. Gray-rumped Swift 
79. Pale-rumped Swift 
80. Short-tailed Swift 
81. Fork-tailed Palm-Swift 
82. White-bearded Hermit 



83. Tapajós Hermit 
84. Crimson Topaz 
85. Gray-breasted Sabrewing 
86. White-necked Jacobin 
87. Black-throated Mango 
88. Fork-tailed Woodnymph 
89. Rufous-throated Sapphire 
90. White-chinned Sapphire 
91. Green-tailed Goldenthroat 
92. Black-eared Fairy 
93. Long-billed Starthroat 
94. White-tailed Trogon 
95. Black-throated Trogon 
96. Blue-crowned Trogon 
97. Collared Trogon 
98. Black-tailed Trogon 
99. Amazon Kingfisher 
100. Green Kingfisher 
101. American Pygmy Kingfisher 
102. Blue-crowned Motmot 
103. Blue-cheeked Jacamar 
104. Rufous-tailed Jacamar 
105. Bronzy Jacamar 
106. Paradise Jacamar 
107. Great Jacamar 
108. Brown-banded Puffbird 
109. Pied Puffbird 
110. Spotted Puffbird 
111. Striolated Puffbird 
112. Rufous-necked Puffbird 
113. Black-fronted Nunbird 
114. Swallow-wing 
115. Lettered Araçari 
116. Red-necked Araçari 
117. Chestnut-eared Araçari 
118. Curl-crested Araçari 
119. Channel-billed Toucan 
120. White-throated Toucan 
121. Gold-fronted Piculet 
122. Yellow-tufted Woodpecker 
123. Red-stained Woodpecker 
124. Yellow-throated Woodpecker 
125. Scale-breasted Woodpecker 
126. Chestnut Woodpecker 
127. Ringed Woodpecker 
128. Lineated Woodpecker 



129. Red-necked Woodpecker 
130. Crimson-crested Woodpecker 
131. Pale-breasted Spinetail 
132. Plain-crowned Spinetail 
133. Point-tailed Palmcreeper 
134. Rufous-tailed Foliage-gleaner 
135. Buff-throated Foliage-gleaner 
136. Slender-billed Xenops 
137. Plain Xenops 
138. Long-tailed Woodcreeper 
139. Olivaceous Woodcreeper 
140. Wedge-billed Woodcreeper 
141. Red-billed Woodcreeper 
142. Amazonian Barred-Woodcreeper 
143. Black-banded Woodcreeper 
144. Spix’s Woodcreeper 
145. Lafresnaye’s Woodcreeper 
146. Striped Woodcreeper 
147. Straight-billed Woodcreeper 
148. Fasciated Antshrike 
149. Glossy Antshrike 
150. White-shouldered Antshrike 
151. Plain-winged Antshrike 
152. Natterer’s Slaty-Antshrike 
153. Spot-winged Antshrike 
154. Saturnine Antshrike 
155. Cinereous Antshrike 
156. Pygmy Antwren 
157. Amazonian Antwren 
158. Sclater’s Antwren 
159. Plain-throated Antwren 
160. White-eyed Antwren 
161. Long-winged Antwren 
162. Gray Antwren 
163. Rufous-winged Antwren 
164. White-fringed Antwren 
165. Striated Antbird 
166. Gray Antbird 
167. White-browed Antbird 
168. Black-faced Antbird 
169. Yellow-browed Antbird 
170. Spix’s Warbling-Antbird 
171. Silvered Antbird 
172. Black-throated Antbird 
173. Dot-backed Antbird 
174. Scale-backed Antbird 



175. Bare-eyed Antbird 
176. Black-spotted Bare-eye 
177. Rufous-capped Antthrush 
178. Black-faced Antthrush 
179. Thrush-like Antpitta 
180. Chestnut-belted Gnateater 
181. Screaming Piha 
182. Spangled Cotinga 
183. Pompadour Cotinga 
184. Bare-necked Fruitcrow 
185. Red-headed Manakin 
186. Snow-capped Manakin 
187. White-crowned Manakin 
188. Fiery-capped Manakin 
189. Flame-crested Manakin 
190. Dwarf Tyrant-Manakin 
191. Wing-barred Piprites 
192. Thrush-like Schiffornis 
193. Yellow-crowned Tyrannulet 
194. Forest Elaenia 
195. White-lored Tyrannulet 
196. Southern Beardless-Tyrannulet 
197. Slender-footed Tyrannulet 
198. Sepia-capped Flycatcher 
199. Ochre-bellied Flycatcher 
200. Helmeted Pygmy-Tyrant 
201. Zimmer’s Tody-Tyrant 
202. Yellow-margined Flycatcher 
203. Gray-crowned Flycatcher 
204. Yellow-breasted Flycatcher 
205. Golden-crowned Spadebill 
206. White-crested Spadebill 
207. Ruddy-tailed Flycatcher 
208. Cinnamon Manakin-Tyrant 
209. Euler’s Flycatcher 
210. Fuscous Flycatcher 
211. Piratic Flycatcher 
212. Rusty-margined Flycatcher 
213. Dusky-chested Flycatcher 
214. Great Kiskadee 
215. Lesser Kiskadee 
216. Streaked Flycatcher 
217. Boat-billed Flycatcher 
218. Tropical Kingbird 
219. Grayish Mourner 
220. Pale-bellied Mourner 



221. Short-crested Flycatcher 
222. Large-headed Flatbill 
223. Rufous-tailed Flatbill 
224. Cinnamon Attila 
225. Bright-rumped Attila 
226. Masked Tityra 
227. White-winged Becard 
228. Black-capped Becard 
229. White-winged Swallow 
230. Gray-breasted Martin 
231. White-banded Swallow 
232. Southern Rough-winged Swallow 
233. Black-capped Donacobius 
234. Tooth-billed Wren 
235. Buff-breasted Wren 
236. House Wren 
237. Scaly-breasted Wren 
238. Musician Wren 
239. Long-billed Gnatwren 
240. Guianan Gnatcatcher 
241. Plush-crested Jay 
242. Red-eyed Vireo 
243. Gray-chested Greenlet 
244. Dusky-capped Greenlet 
245. Slaty-capped Shrike-Vireo 
246. Rufous-browed Peppershrike 
247. Rose-breasted Chat 
248. Bananaquit 
249. Chestnut-vented Conebill 
250. Black-faced Tanager 
251. Magpie Tanager 
252. Yellow-backed Tanager 
253. Fulvous-crested Tanager 
254. White-lined Tanager 
255. Silver-beaked Tanager 
256. Blue-gray Tanager 
257. Palm Tanager 
258. Turquoise Tanager 
259. Green-and-gold Tanager 
260. Blue-necked Tanager 
261. Black-faced Dacnis 
262. Blue Dacnis 
263. Purple Honeycreeper 
264. Blue-black Grassquit 
265. Lined Seedeater 
266. Yellow-bellied Seedeater 



267. Red-capped Cardinal 
268. Pectoral Sparrow 
269. Grassland Sparrow 
270. Rufous-collared Sparrow 
271. Golden-bellied Euphonia 
272. Orange-bellied Euphonia 
273. Rufous-bellied Euphonia 
274. Buff-throated Saltator 
275. Slate-coloured Grosbeak 
276. Crested Oropendola 
277. Amazonian Oropendola 
 

 
Curl-crested Araçari ( Pteroglossus beauharnaesii ) 


